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THIE DUMB CHILD.

Sue ismy only pirl:
1 ask'd for her as some most precious thing 3
Tor all unfi-ish'd was Lovu's jewel ung,
‘Iill eot with this sot't peasl,
The shade that time brought forth I could not
e s
How pure, bow perfect, scemed the gift to me!

And many asolt old tuno
{ ug’d 10 sing unto that deaden’d ear,
Aud suffer’d not tho lightest footstep near,
Lest she might wake tco soon;
And hush'd ber brother’s laughter while she lay—
Ab, needlees care ! T might have let them playl

*Twes Jong ero 1 believed
That this cno dzughter mizht not speak to me!
Waited and watch'd, God kaows Liow patiently,
ilow willingly deceived:
Vain Love was Jany the untiring nurso of faith,
And tended hope till it was quench'd in death.

(3 if sho could bLut hear
F.e otie short hoar, till T her tongue might teach
‘Tacallme “mother,” in the breken s;'wcc-:h
That thrills the mother's car!
Alas ! these seal'd lips never may be stirr'd
To the deep music of that lovely wond.

My lbeart it sorely trics
Lo sco her koeel, with such a reverent air,
Beside ler brothers at their evening prayer;

Or lift thosa carncst eyus,
To watch our lips, as thoush our words she knaw,
Thep move ber own as she were speaking too.

, I"vc wateh'd hier lookiog up
To the bright wonder of a sunset sky,
With such a depth of meaning in her eye,
That I could almost hope
The etrugpling soul would barst its binding cords,
And th(:] long pent-up thoughts fow forth in
words.

The rong of bird and bee,
The chorus of the breczes, streams, and groves,
Al the grand music to which nature mores,
Aro wasted melody
To her; the world of sound, a tundi..s void,
Whilc even silence bath its charm destroy’d.

Her face is very fair;

Her bluo eve beautiful; of Sacst mould

The roft white brow, o’er which, in waves of gold,
Ripples ber shining hair:

Alas? this lovely temple clos=d must be,

For Ho who made it keeps the master-Eey.

Wills He the mind within
Should from carth’s Babe! clamour be kept free,
E'en that s still small voice and step might be
N Heard at its inner ssine,
Through that decp bush of soul, with clearer
thnll ?
“Then should I grieve? O murmuring heart, Lo
still ?

Sho seems to havoa sense
Of quict gladaess in her noiscless play;
Sho hath a pleasant smile, a gentle way,
Whote voiceless ¢loquenco
Touchea all hearte, though I had once tho fear
TBat ¢’en her fatber woukd not care for her.

Thank God it is notso!
And when his sons are playing merrily,
She comes and leans her head upon his knee.
0, atsuch times I know—
By bis full eyc, and tones subdued and mild—
How his heart yearns ovar bis silent child.

Not of all other gifls LereR
E'ennow. Iowcould T say she did not speak?
‘What real languape lights her eyo and check,

And Tenders thanks to 1im wholeft
Unto ber soul yet open avenues
Forjoy to cnter, and for love touse’

i cligfolin L¥inccllany. )
LAYARD'S LAST DISCOVERIES. ®

N .

O the Luth of May, atter a rapid journey, most gra. |
phicatly described, to the Kbabuur, Mr. Layard returned
once nivre to Mosul. Dunng hisabsonce the excavations |
at Kovyunjik, as usual, bpd been proceeded with, and i
fresh discoverivs, asurual alw, had rewarded the trea-
surocckers. The muunis were now ke producuve niv- |
ars. The fisbermen bid but to cast their nets to b certun |
of o hnul.  Anotber chamber had bLeen explored, nie- |
ty-six feet long, and panelled with sculptured stabs
about six fees high.  On the north sudo of s cham.
ber were found twe collussal Las-reliefs of Dagon, or |
the fish gud —Louay Lo scen at the Briush Museum |

-and the dourway, uarded Ly theso denes, led anto |
small chambers vpening o cach other, and once pa-
nelled with bas-rehers, the preater part of which Lad
been destroyed.  These sumli chambers were nothing
less than Jho chambers of recordsof the Assyrian king..
Tbo public dovuments of the Assyrians wers kept on
tablets or cylinders of Laked clay. ¢ Many epecimens,’
writes Mr. Layard, ¢ kava been Lrought to this coun-
try. On alarae hexagonal eylinder presented by me
to tho British Musu are the chronicles of Esarbad-
don ; on a similar cylinder discovered i the mound of
Nebbs Yunus, oppostte Mosul, and formerly in the
possussion of she late Colonal Taylory are cight years
of the annals of Scnnachorib ; and on a barrel-sbaped
cylinder, lung since placed i the Bntish Muscum,
and known as Belline’s, we have part of the records of
the same king' 1o chambers in the palace of
Ninevel were literally filled with tbese documnents—
They were of different sizes 3 tho largest tablets were
flat, and mcasured about nine inclies by ssx and a-half
inckes ; the smaller were sligbtly convex,and somo
were 03t more than an inch Jong, with but ono or two
lines of writing.  They were likewiso of various kinds.
Many are histotical records of wars and expeditions;
some arc rdyal decrees, stamped vath the name of a
king, the son of Esarbaddon ; other certain hsts of the
sods, and the register of offerings wade in the temples.
One presents a table of the value of certain cunoiform
letters, expressed by different alphabetical sians;
anuther gives a Jist of the sacred days in each month ;
a third is a calendar.  Many are scaled with seals, and
will turn out to hio as Lasard conjectures, legal con-
tracts, or conveyances of land. Fortunately for the
world, these most extraordinary relics have heen se-
cured and arc already in the Brtub Museum.  Their
value, as Mr. Layard justly asserts, cannot ba over-
rated. They supply roaterials “or thke completo deci-
phenuent of the cuneiform character, for restonng the
language and lnstory of Assyria, and for arrivingata
satisfactory knowledge of the customs, sciences, and
litcrature of the Assyrian people. Mr. Layard ap-
peals to the authonties of the Brtsn Museum, and en-
treats them to undectake, without delay, the publica-
tion of theso important docuwments. Yo sinceraly trust
that his words may not be uttered in vain,although ad-
dressed, we lament to 63y, to the least pubhic spinited
and encrgetic body an the kingdom.  Yearsmust clapse,
as Dr. Layard freely admits, before, under the nost
advantageous circunstances, these snscriptions can be
deciphered, aud thorougbly understood. But it is of
the highest conecquence that the matenals should be
placed, without one hour's unnecessary delay, in tho
bands of all—and they number but a few—who, wheth-
cr 1n England orelse where, aro cogaged in the
difficult study of the cuneiform character.

« The goanlians of our natonal muscums may Justly
remember, with somogratitudo and pride, toat thur
country is indcbted to the working men of this world,
to tho practicat minds of a progeessive age, for all that
we soe, read, and kuoow, of ancient XNineveh. Raw-
Yinson was a cadet in the East India Company’s service,
and when lo first traced the cuneiform inscriptions
upon the Behistumrock he sent bis tracings home,
that they might, before publication, be submitted to the
intelligent eye of—whom? Tho Professors of Orien-
1al Lateratme an the great Unversities 2—Not atall !
A greator authority stifl was to ho found :n aci-devant
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clerk of the Xast India Xlouse, London—a modest
man of the namu of Norris, of whom nobody knew any-
thing, yet whosa great kuowledgo actually cnabled
him to discover, though o might nuver bavo eeen the
Behistum rock, that Rawlinson, who Lod been in con-
ttant communication with the monument, had not copied
the puzzling inscriptions with proper cxactness. Raw-
lingon at the instigation of the East India House clerk
«ompared his ¢opy agaii with the origmal, and fourd
that Mr. Norris was right. To make the learning ot
the twe sclf-taught men of any avail, it is necessary
that a thitd shiould supply material for the excrense of
their ingenuity and persevering skill. A lawyer's ¢lerk
came to their help.  Austen Layard, if ko ever stu-
died Oriental gutiquities at all in his youtb, must surcly
lLiave pursued the knowledge under difficulties in the
office of his uncle, a solicitor in the ¢ity of London.

MELVILLE.

‘The New York Observer is credited with this sketch
of Melville:

Iheard Melville in London. It tas ono of my anti
cipated pleasures in crossingthe ocean. 1lis discourses
I had read with excited admiration, a..2 sore of my
young friends will remember to have heard me reading
10 them the moresplendid passages, asamong the fincst
specitnens of the sublime in public Jlequence. 1le
preached the ** Golden Lecture,” to catled, every
Thyrsday morning at cleven o'clock.  Welavenothing
in our country on this plan, but X wish wo bad. A
rood man in his will, or by gift antecedent, devotes a
sum of money, tho interest of which is to be paid to
somo preacher, whom ho also makes provision to ap-
point, on condition that he will deliver, in a certain
place, a lecture on a given day in the week. Perhaps
he desires to have a certain doctrine defended or sys-
tem of cirors opposcd, and requiring them to be the
subjuet of discussion, for successivo sencrations, Jo
being dead, seeures the delivery of distourses that pro-
pagate the truths he loved, and which he believes to be
for the happiness of his fellow men. Error seldem
makes such provison for its perpetuation and extensior.
Same of the most Jearned and powerful treatises ir.
defence of truth bave been procured by this meesure.

Melville's lecture is established in this manner, aod 1
was told that he receives £4uv or 32,000 per annum
for tho weekly discourse. 1t is delivered in a church
St. Margaret's, Lothbury, by tho side of the Bank of
England, in the busicst part of all London, as much in
the way of business and out of the way for preaching
on a week-day, asthe first Presbyterian Church in New
York was in Wall Street, befors they took it, stone by
stone and put it up inJersey. Isupposea fewmen
and mora women would straggle in and make an audi
ence sparse and few, and the lecture would bo a fur-,
¢'vrant undonbtedly, but uttered to cmply pews, ans
tberetore cold.  The house was crowded when I enter
ed, beforo service began. In the middle of the Jay
in the rusb and raddencd whirl of the business, under
the caves of the cight-acre-temple of Mammon, w0
whichall the world sends its daily offerings, this Lous.
of God was thronged with worshippers, or at Ieast with
bearers, and what was more worthy of remark, the
geaater portion of them were men.  They seemed te
have dropped their pens, and sushed from their count
ing-roows at the hour of servic®, to receive the instruc-
tions of the preacker, and they now satreverently
waiting 1o hear his message.  The pews weze full . the
aisles were partially filled, and I expected to stand,
when a stranger made room for me on a bened, in
favorable situation, and I enjoycd the serviceas 1 could
not otherwise bave done. For 1 was not a little fati-
gued, having come from a public Ureakyast, givenfor a
charitablo purpose, another Lnglish poticn which 1
must describo hereafter.

Aelville csmo from tho vestry and passed by me te
the desk. He was an older mwan than I had theugLt.
nearly sixty. Idis hair was quite grey 3 his face strong-
Iy marked with benevolenco and theught 5 high chcc.k
bones and largo mouth, tall and slightly bent—his
wholo appearance fitted rather to impress200 that be
is a good man than great. o isdceivedly both —
His lccture was adapted to the day in the Chureh ¢



