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“FOREVER WITH THE L.ORD.

“ ForeviR with thelord!”
‘Amen. Bo letlpbo;

Life from thodead is in that word:
A'ls fmmortality.

Here in the Yodr pont,
Abvsent from Him I foam,

Yet nightly pitch my moving teut

A day’s march nearer liome.

afy Fatticr’s bouse on high,
Ifonde of my soul, how near

At times, to falth’s aspiring eye,
Tby golden gajes appear!

Ah, then my spiritfaints
To reach tbg land X love:

The beight Inlieritance of salnts,
Jorusalem abare,

Yot doubts still interveno,
And.all my. comfors flles;
Ltko Noali's dovg, I flit between
Rough scak‘and. stormy. ekics,
Anon the clonds depart,
: Tho winds and waters cofec; -—
: Wulle sweetly 'er my gladdencd heart
' Expands the bow of peace.

* Forever with tho Lord *
Father, If'tis Thy will,
*ho promise of Thy gracfous Word,
E'en here, to mé fulfil
Bo Thou at my right haod,
So shall I néver full;
Uphold me.and I necds must stand:
Fight,and I shall provail.

! S0, when my latest Sreath

: Suall rend the vell in twain,

By death Ishall escape from death,
And lifo otornal galn.

Ruoting** asI am kaowwn,”
How shall I love that word,

: And oft vepeat biefors tho throne,

5 ** Foraver with the Lord 1*
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LR A A
TiIE LANGUAGE OF JESUS IN REFERENCE
TO LITTLE CHILDREN.

. Mark x, 13—~16. Pedobaptists justly regard this
1.258ag¢ a3 containing & direction 16 bring infanisto
. Lristfor bis spiritual blessing, which, now that heis

»

. parsonally romoved from tho carth, they feel that they

» %t most appropriately do by pretenting them to him
“3atho solemn ordinance of baptism. And-their con-
vidtions upon this poiat are strangthened by observing
220 reason assigned by our Lord for bringing them to
% for Lisblessing,—* for of such iy the kinsdom -of
avon, Ifthey are to bo catitled to bo members of
- 54 chareh or kingdom, they are tobs formally ackaow-

¥ opponeats object,—

First, that ¢ Jesus did.not dircct those infants to be
#sptized, which ke would bave dono if it had been ne-
estary.  Btrange reasoning this! Would our Lord
: <En0t them to be baplized before his baptiem-was in-
b «iuted 2 Would it havo been consistent to direct
t 1#4m to bo formallyacknowledged members of his kiap-
+ -2 hefore that Kingdom had really commenced, while

vipumeition was still in forea by which they had
wxn regulaly initisted into tho church of God 7—
Neely not. A moment's reflection must coni.re.as
3 such adircetion, at that period, woal? "z pre-
urey tnd, wo may &dd, superfloons liuwiso s-for
oltus thug decided, ~~ wo se0 ho did, that Loy
# 72 entitled to membey@ p in bis church, his apa-

A, would certainly never besitate, after the institution

i £

- i#9ged a8 such by the ordinance of baptism. To this

of his baptism, to acknowledge their titlo by admit.
ting them to-that gacred ordinance. It was sufficient-
1y sonn for infants ta.be baptized when Jesus had said,
¢ Go, discjpla all pations, baptizing them ie the namo
of the Fatbor, of tho Son, and of the Holy Ghosty
and; from that time forward, we aro thoronghly persua-
ded. they havo beon always admitted to that ordinance
by tho church of God.

Scconlly, ouropponents object that the term such,
whichrur Lord here employs, do¢s not mean such in
age, but merely such s dusposition,—humble porsons.
Let us calmly examing their reasonsfor this conclu..on.

1. Thoysay that, to suppose our Lord to speak of
infants in point of ago would imply that the kingdom
of loaven was entircly or ¢ principally composed of
Jlitle infants” We deny this inference. TWhatover
proportion they may boar to tho other members of
Chuist's church, and we do not-doubt that the propor
tion is great, we maintain that the words ¢ of such is
the xiugacmof heaven’ do not mean that they alone
compose the kingdom, but that tke privileges of it belony-
to them.  They, mean that tho kingdom of beaven *is
theirs ;* that they are skarers in its Messings. Letoor
readers turn to-Matthew v. 10, where our Lord says
of the persecuted, ¢ theirs is tho kingdom of heaven.'—
Tho words in the original are, ¢of suth is the kiogdom
of heayen.’—precisely the same words that arg bere
applied to infants. But can we suppose that our Lord
meant to say that the persecnted alone composo that
kipgdom? Then, indeed, infants who die, without
persceytion aro excluded ; than the favored diseiples
who havo lived surrounded by tho picus, and have
been freed from opposition, are oxcluded ; then they
who lived upder themillennial yeign of Jesus will be
excluded; then the angels themselves are excluded ;

for they, we presume, are exempted from the troubles .

of persecution.  Mow absurd are thess conclnsions
Yet they result inevitably frony the interpretation which
Baptists affix to the words “of such is the kingdom of
beaven.' Surely the interpretation must be wrong,
and the objection they have built upon it most be ut-
terly without fonndation.

2. Adurther reason is urged for interpreting this
expression to mean such indisposition, rather than in
age. ¢ The contexty it is said, ‘ requires it? Our
Lord says, at verso 15. ¢ Whosoever shall notreceive
the kisgdom of God os-a littls child, ho shall not enter
thercin’ Hereo, it is urged, onr Lord speaks of thoso
whoare humble in disposition, and:this is to ba con-
sidered as explanatory of the words, of suchis_the
kingdom of heaven” 1Wo reject the criticism. Our
Lord’s words, at verse 15, area distinet reflection,
prounded upon the whole transaction which the disci-
plesand other spectators had just witnessed. They
arc not to be considered as explanatorp of the woxds
‘of such is the Lingdom of hesven The purport of
our Lord’s observations appears to be this: *Yon
greatly crrin thinking thatinfants are not to be brought-
tome : suffer them to come, and forbid them not; for
they aro entitled to the privileges of my. church, nay,
further, I solemnly assure you that, *so far from their
being excluded, no man, who is not first brought to
resemble themshall enter my kingdom?  Among other
reasons for taking this view of the case wo assign the
following :—

Iathe first place, tho nse and application of the
word ‘such,’ as employed in Scriptore, teaches us that
onr Lord's words ¢ of such.is the kingdom of heaven,’
must at least include the children who are there allud-
ed to. When, for example, we mect the expressions |
such power, ‘suck partbles, <such things; ¢such
miracles’ ¢ such mighty works,' itis not merely similar
power, or similar parables,or similar things, miracles,
or mighty works, that are meant, but tho very power,
parables, miracles, e, that had justbeen witnessed.
This, wo affirm, is the manaer in which the original
word, translated ¢ such’ in these passages, is constantly
used ; and thisin itself should bo sufficient to deendo
tho qacstion at dssue.

Butwo further remark, thatthe very object of our
Lord’s declaration renders it plain that ha speaks of
childreninage. Why does he say * of such istho king-
dom of beaven 2 Is Lo rot giving 3 reason why they
sboutd suffer little children <0 come tokim?  But what

kind of reasoning would it botosay. * Suffer infants to
como to me, for humble persons o » mombere of my
kinglom ¥ Surely it did not follow that infants cught
to bo brought tochim for his blessing, und that the @is-
ciples werd culpablo in not knowing it becanso humble-
minded men woro to enter his kingdom. Ratif you
understand our Lord to say, * Suffes fjtsla children to
ho brought to me for my blessing, do mot presuino to
forbid their approach ; for theso Littld infants, and such
as these, are mémhivs of my kingdom; ~tbon all 1
plain; this is indeed.a reason why tho disciples should
suffer them to  be brought to their divine Master; this

- declaration is consistent vwith the object our Lord had

in viow, and-would effectually teach tho dieciples, as it
ought to teach us, to bring thoso little infants fo Jesus
for bis blessing, Who aro as yot unable to know the
value of this exalled privilege.

¢ Suffer,” says our blessed Redeeracr, ¢ littlo children
to como unlo me: "he speaks -not of thoss particular
children only who were then before him, but of Yittle
children generally. And how, I would ask, arc they
tocome to him? How aro our infants, ere they are
capable of oxercising faith or repentance, to come to
Jous?  They cannot conieto his person, for that isin
heaven; but they can come to bis ordinance, and there
be solemnly dedicated to bim, and receive his bless-
ing. There is sometbing so reasonablo jn this, so con-
gevial to the feclings of o pious parert’siicart, so con-
sistent with the acknowledged dealings of God under
the Jewish economy, o perfectlyin barmony wwith the
more calarged and diffusive benevelence of the Chris-
tian dispensation, that itisreally wondesfula question
shonld ayer bave been raised wpon: tha subject. And
why-should we withkold our offspring from this privi-
lege? ¢Unless! says Bishop Taylor, tinfants are jn-
capable of thg essentials of baptism, ne reason.can ho
assigned wby they should not be admitted to it. Our
Saviour’s treatment of and conduct towards, the child-
ren who wero brought to him prove that they were in-
capable of none of its essentials; therefore no gocd
reason can be assigned why they should not be admit-
ted to it. If theyare excluded on any just gronnd,
itmust be onaccount of the outward ministry, qr the
inward grace, or incapacity in themselves, or the ab-
sence of 3 precept.  They arc not excluded on.aczount
of the outward ministry, for Christ himself took them
in his arms ; or theinward grace, for.Lo:blessed them;
or incapacity in themselves, for of sach is the kingdom
of heaven,nor through want of precept. for he said,
Sufferlitiio children to come untome, Unless, there-
fore, tb'c‘y who come to Christ or earth cannot come to
him in glory, unless they whoreccived a blessing from
tho bands.of the Saviour cannot now from the bands
of bis servants, ueless baptismal water be more than
baptismal grace, and to be admitted to tha church bo
more than fo be admitted to heave, it cannot, upon
any just ground, be pretended that infants shonid b
excluded from this sacrament.” .

SO NINS NSNS NSNS A
ABSOLUTION IN THIE OFFICE FQR THE, VISITATION
OF THE SICE,

Tur following explanatory articls on 1his subjectis
taken from a Jate No. of the Episcopal Recorder :—

“ Here shall the sick n bemoved tomake a
special confession of his sins, if be fecl his  conscience
troubled with any weighty.matter. After which ¢on-
fession, the priest shall absolvo him (if ke humbly and
heartily desire it) afler this sort: Qur Lord Jesue
Christ, who hath  left-powerto his church to absolvo
all sinners who traly repentand believein Inm, of his
great mercy forgive theo thine offences;dand, by his
authority committed to me, 1absolve theo from :\{l tHy
ging, in tho name of tho Father, and of the Son, and of
the Holy Ghost. Amen.”

‘The yubric then directs that the priestsshall say the
collect-following in which God's merey is besourht for
him who most carnestly desireth pardon and forgive-
ness, and the Lord is entreated fo impnte not unto
him bis former sivs.

Now, it will.-bs observed that there aro important
limitations in tho rabric, as biskop Mant has observed
in his Clergyman's Obligations (second edition,) rey-
pecting the uso.of this form of absolation, viz. *f that
the absolution is enlyto be prenoanced * ofler axpecial
confessionof his sins, made by thé sick pefson under
particalar circomatances, and if thesick person humbly
and heartily desive it2” (ch.ix,p.169,note) Andta
to.- same cffect speaks Wheatly ia bis Ilustratien of



