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XTou sec this difference in siz.c flîs tlieni îo visit lEttle or
big fluwvers. Insects have wings to take Ileiu quickly
wvhercver tic>' chioose to go. Even tlîe ant, %viichl lias
casi off uts wings, cari crawl fast o11 its six niîîible legs.

Miien, too, nîany itîsecîs have a long pipe, or tongue,
for eaîiîîg. Wiîlî îlis long tube tlîc insect cati poke itîto
aIl tlie sliin cups, aiid liornis, and folds, of the flowers.
Is it not easy bo sec îîaî wheui Ille insect niles mbt a
flower to fed, it iîîay be covered wiîlî tle pollen front
Uic staînens ? Did you ever watch a bie feedin,; iii a
wvild rose? You could se lus velvet coat ail covercd
wvith tlîc golden floiver dust.

WVly does the insect go to tlie flover? He does not
kîîow iliat lic is needed 10 carry pollen about. 1le
iever îliiîks of seed-nîaking. lic gocs into tlie flowcer
to get food. FIo cats pollen soilletimies, but iosUly
lioney. In business, you know, aIl tie partiners %wislî 10
inake sortie profit for ilieniselves. l1'lie iîsei partiier of
the flowcr lias lîoney for his gainîs. 'Illie flower lays tup
a drop hioney for liiîn. Ini nost flowcrs there is a litîle
lioncy. Did youi ever stick Uic swveet drop out of a
clover, or a honiey-sucklc? Thlis lîoney gathers in tlie
flower about tlie linte tlîat tic pollen is ripe in the boxes.
Just rit the time îlîat the flower nceds tie visit of tlîe
insects, tie honey is set rea.*dy for theni.

It the flowcr goes the inscî for lîoncy. As it
nioves about, eaîiîîg, ils legs, its body, even its wings,
get dusty %with pollen. Mlien iî lias cateti the lioney, of
one flower, off it goos to, anoîluer. And it carnies wviîh
il the pollen grains.

As il creeps mbt the ncxt flover, the pollen ruhs off
the insect upon tie pistil. 'l'lie pistil is tîsually riglit in
tie insecîts va>' 10 the honey. 'l'lie top of the pistil is
sticky, and it holds tic pollen grains fast. So here and
there goes tlîc insct, taking* tlîc pollen firoin one flowcr
to anoîher.

But stop a minute. 'l'lie p)olleni front a rose %vill not
niake the sced germis of a lily grow. 'l'le tulip c:at do
noîhing with pollen front a hioncysickle. 'l'lic pollen
of a buttercup is not wanted by any flowver but a hutter-
clip. So of ail. 'l'lie pollen îo do the gerin ail)' good
rnust corne froni a flower of its owil kind. Wlit is to
be doue in tlîis case? Howv will tlie insect gel the
prdIlin «todte righî flower? Mill it not wastc the clover
pollen on a daisy ? Nowv lere cones in a very strange
hiabit of the itîsect. Insects fly Ilfront flowcer bo flover,"
b)ut Iie>' go frontî flowers of one kind to other flowcrs of
the sanme hind. Watch a bec. It goes front <lover to
dloyen, not froin clovcr 10 daisy. Notice a buîîcrfly. lu
flits here and there. But you will sec it settle otn a piîk,
and theti oui anoîlier pink, anîd ou anoîlier, aîîd so On.
If it begizîs wiîli golden rod, it keceps on wiîhi goldeni
rod.'

God lias fixed îlîis habit iii insects. 'Flic> feecl for a
long tinie o the saine kind of flowers. (lîe>Io this,
eveni if tliey have to fly far to seek îiei. If I have iii
îny garden oîîly otie petuiia, îhe butîerfly wliicli féeds
iii tlîat will fi>' off oven tic fetîce 10 soniec otlier gardcn
t0 find anothen petunia. He %vill not stop) 10 gel hon1e>'
froni m>' swecî peas. Sottie planits have drops of hoîiey
Il along up the stern 10 coax auîts or other creepiig
iuîsecîs up ito the flowen. But oulier p)lanits have a
sticky juice along the sîcîli, to k-en cratwliiig insecîs
away. In certain pilants tic bases of tlîe leaf-stcîîîs forni
litîhe cups, for holding waler. In tlîis water crepiîig
insccts faîl aîîd lrowii.

\Vlî> is this ? ht is because insecîs dhat wvo'ld not
properly dar>' tlie pollenti o another flower, wotild wvaste
it. So the p)lanit lias îraps, or sîicky bars, to kcep out
tie kind of insecîs Iliat would wasîc the pollen, or %vould
cat up the honey wviîlout canryiug off the polleni.

1 have not hiad lime to tell you of the many shapes of

f lowers. \'ou rnust notice that for yourselves. Soute
are like cups, sortie likec saticcrà, or plates, or boules, or
bags, or vases. TIhcsc difféerent kinds of flowers niced
d-frferenî kinds of insects to get thecir pollen. Soute ueed
be".s with thick bodies. Sonie need butterflies with long,
sîini tubes. Sorne îîeed wasps %vitlî long, slendcr bodies
aîîd legs. Sonie îîced littde crceping ants, or tiny gnats.
E ach kind of flower lias wvhaî iili coax thc righît kind
of insects, and kccep aw'ay the wrong ones, %liat lias
the plant besides honcy to cor \ the insect for a visit ?
'l'lie flowcr lias its lovcly colour, not for us, but for in-
sects. 'l'lie swvect perfîîîîîe is also for insects.

Flowcrs tlîat nleed tic visits of inoths, or other insecîs
Iliat fly b>' night, ire whîite or paîle yellow. 'lhese col-
ours sh)ow best at night. Flower., that îîeed the visits of
day-flying insects, are niostly red, bitte, orange, purple,
scarlet. l'hure are soine plants, as the grass, which have
no sweet perfunie and no gay pels. These flowcers
want no insect l)artiicrs. 'I'heir partner is tie suininer
wind !'l'lie wind blows the pollenî of one plant to an-
ouiier. Tlhat faslîion suits these plants v'ery well.

Noiv %vhat about the bird parmers ? Mlîerc do they,
colite in ?

If the ripe sced felI just at the foot of the parent plant,
and grew there, you can see tliat plants w'ould be too
intich crowvded. 'Ihey wvould spread very litie. Seeds
inust be carricd front place îo place. Sorte lighît seeds,
as tliose of tîte thistle, have a plume. 'l'le niiaple seeds
have wvings. B>' these thc wind blowvs theni along. But
inost seeds are too lieavy to bc wind-driî'en. Thcy
must be carried. For this work the plant takes its part-
uer, the bird.

l'o iîlease thc eye of thc 1 btrd, and attract it to the
seed, the plant hias gay.coloured seeds. Also it has often
gay-colotircd seed cases. 'I'lîsc colours catch the eye
of the bird. Down lie flics to swallow Uic seed, case,
and aIl. Birds like cherries, plunis, and slrawberrics.
l)id you ever watch a bird pickin g blackberries? Tlîe
thorns do not bother hirni. 1le swallows the bernies
fiist-pulp and seed. T1his case does not nîcît up in the
bird's crop or giz/.ard, as the soft food does. So Mi'en
it falls to the grouuid the gerni is sale, and can sprout
anid grow.

Ilirds carry' sccds iii tlîis %vay frontî land to land, as
%vell as frornfield to field. They, fly ot'cr the sea and
carry seeds to lonely islands, whicli, but for the birds,
iiiglit lie barren. So by ineaus of its itîsect l)artners,
the plant's seed germis groîv, and lierfect secds. B>'
imans of the bird parîniers, the seds are carricd from
place to place. rhus nîany plants grow, and men are
clothed, and wairmed, and fed.

At our special reqiuesi, one or or tirst scicntists lis tîîîîdcrt"'en
the siîwrv'iioii of this charuting Decptriiiecnt. A Question Box
lias been openeed, and thlî Editor Iï:s î:îîîch pleastire ini askiug the
co.opieration of parents throîîgbI this nîceans. Address lettes-

Iaîrl itîsory Quecstion Box," Votuso CÂsNtî,îAx, Box 1896
Montreal.

'Fenderfoot (iii îew Kanisas town)-"' Where is the
Post-office ?

Residenit-" Over tlierc."
'liî? "
I) 'ye se Iliat miîn sawiiig wvood ? He's the post-

niaster?'
"IYes, but I don't sec the Posî.omfcc."

O0f course you don'î. Iî's in bis liat."
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