those states is more litke our own, and
there is a, greater probability of sccur.
ing varioeties suited to our climato from
this quarter than by sending east for
stock. [t 15 very desicable thatovery
opportunisy for cultivating and experi.
menting with fruits and forest trees
should be extended to the peoplo of
Manitoba, tn  order that varie.
ties fsuitable to the cllmate muy
be discovered. Thu prohibition which
has been applied to nursery stock
shuts the people here out of their most
valuable source of supply [for such
stock. The exaception which has now
beea mado in favor of cottonwood s
of some value, but it Is o compaira-
tively gmall thing compared with tho
wisndvantage of the prohibition which
remains.  Besides, cottoiawood Is t na-
tive of Manitoba. The trees can be
had at home, cousequently it is unot
nccessary to send to the Unlted States
for them, while tho apples, plums,
eritbs and other Iruits which might
b experimented with here to advant-
age, cannot ‘be obtalned at home. It
is greatly ia the intorest of Manitoba
and the Territories that the prohiui-
tlon of nursery stock should be remov-
ed, so far as this part of the coun-
try is concerned, owmg to the excep-
tional conditions preval.ing here. Spe-
clal  restrictlons might be onfore-
ol as to the source wheice the stook
came and also for a emaful inspec-
tion of importations, but the total pro-
hipitlon should be removed. hose
whto wish to experiment with frults
and forest trecs, 80 much nceded in
this prairie country, should not be
shut out from their most valuwble
source of supply. . .
Regarding the cottonwood, while it
is in somou respects i valuable tree
for the prairie, 1t hus been found to be
badly affected with rust, causing tho
trees to dlo out at an early stage in
their existence. At the Brandon ex-
perimental farm @ great many of
the trees have died on this account.

Hudson’s Bay Co. Changes.

B. Tayior, for a number of years
past manager of the Hudson's DBay
company 8 busluess at taigary, has
been appointed to an important posi-
tion in Winnlpeg. George Sharp, who
has for some time becn the com.
pany's maunager at Vernon, B. C,, suc-
ceeds Mr. Taylor as manager at Cal.
gary. C. McGing, late of the Win.
nipeg; staff, has been promoted to bLe

anager of the company’s store at
‘ernoit. Mr. Hunter, until lately the
company's accountant. at Macleod, Al-
berta, has succeeded G. W. Gill as man-
ager ar Pincher Creek. .Alberta. Mr.
Gill having retired frony the company’s
service, -

Pacific Coast Salmon Industry.

The following estimate of the snlmon
preduction of the Pacilic coast whish
has been made by a coast paper in.
dicates that the pack of British Colum.
bla is gven larger than the (igures
given to The Commercial two weeks
ago would indicate. Some interesting
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Information regardipg this great ine
dustry i also gqpponded:

“The salmon season has just been
concluded and In the canneries of Brit.
ish Columbla are over 740,000 cases of.
galmon, valued at about $3,700,000,
awaiting shipment to the bnited King.
dom. Last year o fleet of five salling
vessels carried the pack, but this sea.
son, the catch being so much lavger
than that of last, elght ships nre load.
Ing. The total puck of the LPaciflic const
will amount to over 4,000,000 =2ases,
all told, valued at about $20,000,000.
Tho cannetles of Alaska have put up
2,000,000 casey, Puget Sound 750,000,
Columbia River $U0,000, I'raser Rlver
490,000 and the Northern British Co.
lwnbia Inlets and rivers about 230,000,

“I'ho salmon mdustry, which includes
the fishing and packing, is one of the
mast intercsting and pecullar of the
iudustrics of British Columbia. Fancy
an investment of over siz milllon dol-
lars entirely depciident on the vagar.
les of a fish, whose hubits and pecul-
aritles ure even yet but little known.
True, every year the saimon appear at
about the same date, and in about vhe
same place, and proceediug I praec.
tically the same course thoy finally
reach the headwaters of the parent
stream where, four years before, they
were spawned,- and bhaving  reachend
their destination, they, too, spawn, and
then, bruised and battered, they give
up that lifc which they have fought so
hard to preserve in order to Tulflll
their destined end in perpetuating the
specics.

“So far as the habits of this remark-
able fish have been studied since the
busineys of catching and proserving
them reached such dimeusions, it has
not been learned where the fish come

from, when they appeared on the coast,

nor where they go to when thoy de
scend the stream in which they bogan
life, and to which they return after
life in the gea to spawn and die.

“Year after year the salmon ave [irst
seen off tho northern coast of Van-
couver Island and the opposito main-
land, where they run in the Naas and
Skeena rivers it about the same time,
heginning about June 153 to 20th. The
ruit continucs on these rivers and the
adfuecent Inlets for about the same
time, six weeks, as it usually does on
the Fraser, and whilo it is In progress
there the fish make their way south
down the west coast of Vancouver Is-
land. On they go through the Straits
of San Juan de Fuca, into the Gulf of
Georgiun. The majority go up the Fras-
cr.  Usually the first shoal arrvives
in mig-July. The salmon, coming so
myséleriously as they do from a long
sojourn in an unknown part of the
acean, are eviuently impetled by strong
Ingtinet at the period of maturity to
rveturn to their parent river, there to
deposit thelr spawa. The quarter of
the ocean in  which they spend the
greinter portion of their lives after
leaving the river Is & matter of much
speculation . Some think the fish cross
the ocean and may be found in the
ocean ilorih of Japam, while others
aver that the fish came each year out
of the cold wauter of the far North Pa-
citfic, or even from tho Arctic waters,
through the Bebring Soa.

“The annual appearance of immense
numbers of fish and the positivo aus-
surance that, tuough ontirely absont
for teu months of the year yet the lish
would return to the same rivers at
about the same time every year, has
been the foundirtion on which the in-
dustry was bujlt that caused the ar-
ticle knowm as *Britlsh Columbia
Canned Salmoy” to becomo kuown in
overy part of the world,"
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gritish {Columbia Kruit.

‘Tho Macpherson Frauit Co., Winnt-
peg, recesved o carlob of very lino
frune frum e Vernon district of Brig
tsh Coumb & on Sagurday last. This
i8 vho Larsu stralght cur o1 British Lot
b fruar to como W the Winnipeg
AL Ly Uits season. Last year quite
4 gquanuyy of fruit came to Winunlpeg
fr¢m e sacific provinee, but this
soear the crup (n that reg.on has been
Q.m05¢ & ladure, Owilg L excessive
rams whneat the frult trees were ip
b.oom, waich interfered with the fer.
unzing o1 o bloom. "The Vernon dis.
trict, winen fo in tho interior, escaped
s drawback to a great extent,

‘The car of frult referred to 18 come
posed mwustly of prunes, of the German
and Laahan varieties, with some peors
and crabs. Al tho fruit is [lue qual-
ity and 1t nas been carefully handled
and packed, after the California fash:
fon, cousequently it came to hand in
firgt-c.ass condation, ‘This shows that
writish Columbia, fruit is all right when
poper.y handlec. Last year u con-
siderab.c portion of the British Colum.
bia fruiv received here was in poor
congition and was sold at u loss to the
shippets, A few small lots re.
ceived  this year also came
hand in  bad shape and sold
av a loss. It is doubtful if there will
be any more of this ciass of fruit re-
ceived this year, as the supply in the
Yernon districy is not large and theve
s & goud nome demand for the fruit.

Cycle Changes and Prices,

The corstructional changes in cycle
manufacture for next yoar promise to
be few and nothing radical. Tubing will
remaltit  at about 11-8th mceh  and
flush jointe will, of course, be porpetu~
ated. Crank  hanger construction,
bearings, ete., aro now giving every
satisfaction on the score of wear and
easy running, and except, perhaps, in
a fow minor puints, maxers will bo
conient to  let  well enough alone.
Abnormally large sprocket wheels are
going ouy of fuvor, both beeause no
advantage is gawned, and because con-
siderable cxtra weight is necessarlly
added. v is doubtful if the front
sprocket standard will run over 24 or
2¢ teeth in 1900,

The free wheel boom which began
in England during the past summer,
Is extending to this country, and may
be expected to  be on in~ full next
spring. ‘This Innovativn has been
thoroughly tested and the companies
putting it out for the coming season's
irade express themselves asg delighted
with the way the publie are falling in
with the idea. Somo go so far as to
g1y that In two or thirve years more
fixed pedals will be out of date for
touring and comfortable riding.

Iv is qulte & fittle too early to tal:
upon the price question, but ocur in-
formution) Joads us 10 presume that
thero will not be much change from
the present figures. The officers at
the head of the recently formed Cau-
adlan trade amalgamsation aver thay
they are not in the business for thelr
healths, and untll they annouuce tielr
policy the independent makers wil}
say nothing. In view of the fact thag
steel and other raw material entering
Inte the make-up. of a bicyelo, have
been largely advanced In price, it does
uot appear possible that tho factorles
can make any cut in their finishod pro-
uct.—Cyeling.

Canadian Pacllic railway laud sales
fer tho month of September were 25,~
550 acres, realizing $85,800. For the
corresponding wmonth a year ago 18-
Q00 acres wero sold for 357,016,




