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THE BUSINESS SITUATION.

Winnipeg, Saturday, July 81.

In most wholesalo lines business Is
falrly brisk for the scason. The hard-
ware trado Is brisk. Lumber i8 very
active. Thore {8 a brisk trado in
green fruits.  Paints, olls, ete., are
quieter. Rallway construction in the
wost has increased business very ma-
terially in some lincs, and has lead to
cnhanccd prices in somo zommodities.
A notablo instance 18 the sharp ad-
vance i oate and the demand at bot-
ter prices for dairy grades of buttor.
Farmer¢ are now taking home har-
vesting machinery. The manufac-
turing cepartments of the harness
and saddlery trade are very busy.
Work la the Canadian Pacific raliway
shops hero is active, partly owing to
new work belng turned out for rail-
way construction west. Men who ar»
willing to work on rallway construc-
ion have boen in demand, and on thig
account It is expecied it wijl bo neces-
sary to bring in a good many men
from thic eastcrn provinces to help in
tho hharvest here.  Harvest exeursions
will be run from Ontario and other
eastern points to Manitoba. Tho
prospect for good prices for the next
wheat crop is creating a pleasant
feeling. A good many new retail bus-
inesses have been estabhshed through-
out the country recently, particular-
ly in Northwestern Ontario mining
centres Bank clearings at Winnipeg
this week were $225,000 gronter than
for the corresponding week last year
aml about $385,000 greater than in
the like week two years ago.  In real
estate city property is  very quiet,
bLut thiere has Leen rather more duing
in farm lands of late. Interest ratess
remain at 7 to 8 per cent for bank
discounty and mortgage loans, for ur-
dinary transactions, 7 per cent belng
the ustial rate on city property and
8 per cent on farm sceurity, for mod-
erate Joans.

WINNIPEG MARKETS,

Winripeg, Saturday Afternoon, July 31

AGRICUUDURAL MACHINERY.
Farmers are now beglmiing to take
out harvest machinery. Mowers have
teen in main request of late. Good
sales of tinders " are reported from
agents at country points,

DRUGS.

Business lies been quite brisk in this
branch, owing pertifcularly to several
large orders to suphly stocks for new
drugg stores wilfch liave been or are
belng established at points through-
out the country. Bleaching powder ig
firm. Cream tartar and tartaric acid
are fhrm abroad at the recent ad-
vance. We will give a new list of
drugr rices next week,

FISH,

Stormy weagher has Interfered with
fishing on Lake Winnlpez considerab-
ly of late. Shipments of Iish are be-
ing made in car lots south and east.
but prices are low. There is no change

THE COMMERCIAL

in loeal pricesp this week, Jmbbimg prioes
are as follows: White b 1-2¢, pickeral
4c, trout 9, haddoeck 8c, snlmon 12
1.2 to 186c 1b,, kippered goldeyes 30c¢
doz. Oysters are quoted at 70c for
selects in cans.

GROCERIES.

Somo new season goods have comne
to hand, consistiug of domestic
cannedd peas and strawborrics. TFur-
ther ordlers for cannod goods have bocn
placed by Winnipeg Jobbers. Nothing
has been done in new teoas here yeot.
It 18 s«ald that the Japanese are sond-
fng: commissfoners to study the tea
question in America, owing to the Uis.
plateng of thelr teas by India and Cey-
lon varietles, Oue result of this, it
Is snld may be the stopping of plcking
the third ecrop. Tais third picking sup-
plies the cheaper qualities, and no
doubt depreciates tlic quality of Jap-
an teas. Samples of new China. teas,
prepared after tho style of India teas,
are being ‘shown here.

GRELEN FRUITS.

The murket lias been cleared up of
the soft stock, svhich was delayed in
trauslt, as noted last week, <Califor-
nia plums and geacles are firm, and
they are not arriving very freely yot,
as present shipuents are running
Jurgely to pears. This will likely con-
tinue for 2 week or so. Hananas are
In good supply, of fine quality and at
o llittle lowor prices. * Melons are
abundant at easter prices now, though
supplies came to hand too late to till
orders for the South Western branch
line trains on Thursday. New apples
are not arriving iIn fit condition yet
to reship, except to nearby points, A
few southern Concord grapzs hnve
been received and sold at 75c for small
baskets. Oalifornfa oranges continue
to run to large sizes, which is a feat-
ure of the late Valencias, which are
the only orange fit to ship at this sea-
gon. Lemons are firm. California lem-
ous now offering are very fine quality.
The rur 300 to 360 size mostly. To-
matoes aro casler. The first Llue-
berrics of the season came to hand
this week, and sold at 13c per Ib.
which it a big price. It is said vhat
the bluebierry crop is short in Minne-
sota, and if this is the case, surplus
local steck may find a prolhitab.e mar-
ket in the States south. Last year
some blueborries were shipped from
lhere to points south in  the States.
The domand’will depend on the pack-
ing. Ir shippers of blueberries will
use care in packing, apd use uniform
sizr boaes or baskets, it will help ma-
terjally to find a markot and maln-
tain the price. Tincapplos are out
of the market at presont. Prices are
as folivwe: California lato Valencia or-
aunges $€ to $6.50 Lox; Messina lemonn
e to $6.60; bananas, $1.75 to 2 50
per buuch; California femons, $§6 to
$6.50 a box, pie plants, 11-2 cents
pers pound; tomatoes, $1.50 to $1.75
per crate of 4 baskets; Californin
plums, $1.75 per box; California
peaclies. $§1.75, Callfornia Bartlett
pears, $3.50 to $8.78 por box; onions
34 per 100 Ibs; watermelons, $5 to
$£3.50 ver doz.

HARDWARE.

The oply change In prices in tho
local market this weck is a drop In
the price of bar iron to $2.10. Bus-
ness kceps brish in this branch. and
tho voiume §s swelled very materiaRy
by orders for railway constraction
work in the west.  See quotations on
another page.

LEATHER AND HARNESS.
There is a JGecidedly strong focling
in the leather market, and all ad-

vices point to o further advance 1n
leather, owlng to the prico of hides
being high, There hins boen a big .
mand here for harness goods and man.
WWfacturers are very busy. Supplies for
tﬁlo Crow's Nest construction work ling
ndded conslderably ‘to recont orders,
and many orders wero placed to cx.
hibition visitorss
X LCART

Brisk business s the continued pe.
port from tho miils. Thero s no Inck
of orders these days, and the muk
have at 1ch business as they can
lmnd'le in somo cases.

PAINTS, OILS, ETC. .

Prices are stead and  without
change this week, Tho recent dee'ine
in the price of turpentine in  first
hands has not cffected the prico livre,
The fact is turpentine has been sel).
ing In Winnipeg for some ilme at lew
price than it could be laid down for
hero. Even with the recent rcduction
in first hands, the local price does not
permit of any margin to nlake any
further cut upon. See quotations iy
anothier eviuma,

GRAIN AND PRODUCE.

WHEAT—Though prices were easier
on some days, as wiil be seen by our
duily market reports of Chicagu and
other ' markots, the general iceliug
this week In leadnig wheat arkety
has been strong. Bullish influences
redominate  everywhere at preseut,
and the general feeiing in the trade at
the moment seems to be that the next
wlieat crop is going to bring gowl
prices, comnpared with the basis of
prices in most recent years. Trade
papers and brokers' reports generally
take tha bull idea and predict astroug
market for the next crop, It is now
quite evident that the American
spring wheat crop has been over-estt
mated. The big northwestern spring
wlheat states are not golug to lave
the bumper crop that was predicted
earlier in the scason, and the same
thing is true of the Manitoba crop
The spring sceding time was so favor-
able that it was at once concludal
that abig crop was assured  Dut
frosty weuather and delayed rafus put
thie crop back. Estimates of the crop
in the Northwestern States are con-
tinually being reduced, and the  best
estimates now do not tulk of mora
thau an average crop. In Manitoln
afair averagd® crop is expectel, the
crop being irregular, and white some
is very fine other districts are rath
er poor, and there is considerable
te grain. Europ> I8 having rather
a light crop this year so far as can
be learned from tlie reports, whichis
ono of the strong features. Another
strong feature Is the low recrod of
stocks, the visible supply in the U 8
and Canada, east of the Rocky Mon-
taius being down to about 16000460
bushiels, which is & very low amount
A year ago the visible was 47,000,000
bushiels, two years ago it was ove
89,000,000 buslicls and tliree years
ago over $7,000,000 bushels Yester
day at Chicago September whet
touched 76 3-4c, which showed abjg
spurt, though the closz was 1 1-4c u-
der the top. The local market hs
followed outslde markets, No. 1 hand
wheat seelling up to 8Slc alloat at
TFort William yesterday, which i8 the
highest point reached yet. About 8
1-2¢c was the lden at the closo yester
;lay for No. 1hard, afloat Fort Wik

lam. o

FLOUR.~The market has ben ¥en
strong in sympathy with wheat, L
eral sales of dManitoba flour are 1



