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its provrisiornb may be'inatciially changed
in, nany respects, for the pressure that
wijl bu braoughit to bear upon Congress,
tq-8ecure tho proposedl amnindments ii
bé such, than someo of the points ivili be
conceded.

The -point upon whitA most pressure
-wvUl bu broughit ta bear is the anti-poolir C
provisions of the laîv, whichi are allcged
to- bave wroughit great injury ta railway
Co tparations, withaut giving unything
lika corresponding advantages ta the
gênerai public. The question is txreated
af by BradtreeI8' iii its issue of the first
inst., and the opinions ô! a large nunîber
of leading railroad matng-ers, heavy
shippers, tradejournatists and ailiers; upon
this point are tiiere publislhed, and with
scarcely an er:ception these païties favor
the repeal of the anti-pooling clause o!
the act.

In handiing this knatty question
Con-ress wvill have no enviable piece of
work, and the decision the legidiators tnay
arrive et, while it may be just and
euial niay prove to be anythinig but
popular. There is a Yrowing feeling ail
over this continent against combines of
every kind, and if.is difficuit always, and
sometimes iiipossible ta mako the average
American citizen believe that a pool of
railways on rates is anything but a coin-
bine o! the most dangerous character
against the public interest. Of course
people hiaving. frequent transactions with
-.ifférent railway corporations inay viewv
the mnatter 'differently and1 more iii-
telligently, and bc conviîîced of the truth
cf sortie e! the opinions expr±ssed ')y the
correspondents in Bradsrcet's namciy
that pooliug is the only means ef securing-
unifortitity of rates, hy îvhichi home com-
merce cau be eonducted upen a safe
basis.

Sanie cf the correspondents of Brad-
sireetm', notably those connectEd with rail-
ways, take the ground, that there is an
ananîoly in - application af this anti-
poolinZ arrangrement, ivithout its being
carried out in the busine&m affairs of the
country generally. It should bo romein-
bered, however, that in the tTnited States,
as in Canada, railway co-poraUorns have
received large subsidies front the nation,
and- are accorded niany priviloges not ai-
lowed, ta partie!; jr. general business, and*
Tite natie)n bas a right ta in terfero in their
arrangements ta proteit publie interests.
the quastion is, therefie, does the anti-
pooling. -arranigemient benefit or injure
publie iuterests l lf as.asserted, itnakes

rates sue uncertain as ta iiîîake general bus-
iness unsafe, aîîd is a block ta miaking
raiiway capital profitable iiivestoien t,
thus taking away tlie greîît inca'ntive ta
raiiway developient, it nîay bo producing
more evii tiîan good to thu public. Itis
tu bo hopcd, that Cotigresa wvill net ini thie
best interests of the public in this matt<-r,
fur whîile it is a question apparently af.
fecting UJnited States interests only, it is
one in îvhich people in tlîis portion of the
Dominion are materiaiiy interestee,

FORTH WESTERM GOAL FIELDS.
Eisewhere in auir colunins wili be found

an article quoted frein thu iforiii Call
of Wednesday last, which gives sine lîiùts
of value on coal beds in the Northwest
and British Columabia, as expressed by a
Mr. Nlaitby, ant expert in coal înining
business of many years experience. Tite
article in question is svorth a perusal, not
only for the information it contains, but
alèo to showv who are putting forth eflorts,
and iii wlat localities tiîey are being put
forth for the discovery and development
o! aur Northwesterni coal fields.

It hias ]ong, been a fact fixed in the
muinds of those who made the most
superficial inquiry inta the matter, that
in thi înst îvesterly portions of the ter-
ritories valuabie fields cf coal are stil
undiscovered ; and those who are ne-
quainted with. the progress.of Cea! mining
development in eider fields, will bo ini no
,vay astonished at. MNr. Nlaitby'st stateîîîents
about the folly cf wasting tinîeand money
on the workiu- cf surface croppir.g veins,
sucli as hiave la soine civies, been worked
at a loss in the territeries. Aftér their
discovery, there 'vas considerable nîoney
as iveli as effort Nvasted in trying te work
profitably surfade croppihîg mines in the
Upper Niississippi coal fields, and not until
shafts were sunk rcachiîg a tlîircl iein d id
mines then beconie proitalýle. In the
Northî cf Englaiid and in Bhlg"iutn the
experience hias bertn siiîîiiar, and in saine
localities of the former, a lufth, vein lias
been reached .zt great df-pth, shoîving a
much finer coal than others, îearer ta the
surface. It i. safe;thiere-fore, taconclude,
that as yet, on [y the surface of our North.
wcstet:a ceai fields have been teucheci. andi
as yet their netuni wealthi is not known.

Maîuitobaus -ivoulti do Nveilta note
where andby whîointhese efforts at dis.
covery and developmient of coal iniing, are
being ruade. The are&. of search a:îd
offert seenis ta be ail front the vailey cf
the Saskatchewan westward or northward,
and fields already being worked there have
se far proved cf very !ittie value ta the.
protritice of Manitoba. The freight rates

on coal front these territorial fields ta the
province are hlîed by the O.P. R manage-
nment so hîigh, thiat importation o! coal
front the United States le stili tha princi-
pal means of *supply. Tite distance is ne
doubt gi-cat froti the nmines te Manitoba
towîîs, but evea for the distance the carry.
ing charges on that road are abnormally
high. and it scenîs as ii the campany wvere
interested in biocking the dovelopmient o!
tue territorial coal mining industry.
Mlietiier or not, it is a certainty, that the
wvorkiug o! coal ln the Ssskntthewan
valiey is of no value iii the direction of
providing a cheap fuel supply for aur
Manitoba towns,and it is not ab ail iikely
that for many years railway competition
iii the territories ivili be suillciently Ireen
te reduce thîcir freight rates materially.
If, therefore, %ve are te have clieap coal la
the near future throughaut Manitoba wve
mnust; f;ek and find coal fields nearer homte.

It is a iveli known fact, tlîat we have
extensive ceai fields ln the Souris valley
in the southîvestern corner o! this prov'.
ince, anly abnut 200 miles in a direct lino
south o! Winîîipeg,,, and nlot nie than
100 miles front Brandoni. Althaugh ib is
ailmost a certainty, tlîat within, a year
tiiere iih be railwvay communication and
perhaps raiiway coînpetition into this
sainme district, there seenis ta, be no efrort
mnade by a»y persaon or corporation ta te-st
the value of these coal fields. AIl are
content te knaw that coal iii abuadance
exists there, and yet ive see only specimnens
o! sum face eroppings from veinE, whîich,
such experts as Mr. 1Maltby tell e~s cari-
nat be worked prafitably. Surely there
is unpardanable apathy upa this aIl imn-
portent maLter, or sanie efferts ai. shafting
or other operations wouid be made ta
deternîine the value af the coal supply te
be faund ther. This is a matter which

piae, eterprise should grapple with,
bu tis aise one which aur Local Gavera..

ment should encourage, and they would:
aly ho doing their duty ta aur citizens
geaerally, if they offered sane inceutive
te the developmtent of the coal fields '.vitlu-.
i or close te the boundaries o! thé- prov.
lace. ut is alilost beyond doubt, that
below the surface croppings naw visible in
the 2ouris Valley moe valuablk. veins
'viii be found, thus corroborating the
theory of Mr. Llaltby, and it is high time
SOY"3 %Nell directed ef1o.it wvai miade ta
di-ecover and develop sucli. NVe should
take a lepson froni the O.P.R. compaay
lin the effort and expense they pu . forth,
ta discover ceai fields, wvhieh are likely to
bu for mnany years tee far fronti any con-
siderabie market. A conivenieut raa-ket
for its produets is the best puaraîîtee for
tbo suècs o! a coal mine, and nîineý3
opened ih the Souris Valley or anywhere
else lu or near t-m Manitoba wouid have
at the start i-"tne sixty thiousand residents
ai Manitoba cities and towns te supply
ivith fuel, and thgy would souri have a
demand for' industrial purposeF, wvhich
would make then îvealth e.atning insfittu-
tions.


