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THE COMMERCIAL

Flax-growing in Canada,

Now that the lands of many of the old flax-
growing countries are showing signs of exhaus.
tion, and the fibre deteriorating in quality, and
while the demand for linen fabrics is well
maintained, it would be useful to eunquire
whether there are not new sources of supply to
which DBritish Rritish manufacturers might
turn,  As to thoe aduptalility of the suil and
climate of Canada, flas of excellent quality has
been grown in every province of the Dominion,
and has been utilized to a considerable extent
in domestic manufadiares ever since the first
settlements. In 1881 there were reported 2,.
836,338 s, of dregsed flax and 1,293,892 yards
of home made linen produced in Canada, of
which over 1,005,000 yards were made i Que.
bee, 68,038 yards in Nova Scotia, 51,456 in
New Brunswick, and 30,088 yards in Prince
Edward Island. 'This, however, showed a de
cline of half a million yards since 1881,  In the
Canadian Northwest three species of indigenous
flax grow luxuriantly over a vast arca of coun-
try and might, no doubt, be utilized one day
to good advantage in the manufacture of twines,
etc., when machinery was introduced to work
up the fibre. The true flax plant has been in-
troduced by the French Canadian pioneers in
the reign of the Hudson Bay Co., 200 years ago.
It was, however, only within the last few years
that o true conception was beginning to be
forined of the special suitatility of the Canadian
Northwest for flax-growing, of the vast aren
that could be brought under cultivation and of
the excellence of the fibre for the purposes of
the manufacturer. A comparison of the soils
of Egypt, Belgium and Holland, where the fine
fibres of the world were grown, and from Russia,
where the largest quantity was produced, with
that of the Canadian Northwest, showed that
the conditions for obtamming uanuty and qual-
1ty were there present in almost every part of
the country. Professor Macoun has recently
stated that he had scen flax growing 12. feet
high i the Canadian Northwest, that the well
regulated rain falls prevented the land from
becoming sour, and the severe and continued
frost pulverized the ground deeper than any
other subsoiling process could possibly do.
Flax could be grown not only in large quanti-
ties in Canada, but also at a large profit. Out
of 100,000 tons of flax used in Great Britain last
year over 83,000 tons were imported. England
produced less than 430 tons and Ircland less
than 21,000 tons. Thus Eugland paid out

~£3,200,000 for her raw material in flax last
year. From Russia alone she bought flax valu.
ed at £2,083,590. This shows a great market
in England. A very large trade might also be
done in flax sced for the manufacture of linseed
oil and oil cake for feeding cattle, FEight acres
of land would produce a ton of dressed fibre, of
which the average valuce would be £41, which
would give a total result much better than
wheat at its present price in Manitoba and the
Northwest. There were 250,000,000 acres of
virgin soil in the Northwest that could be thus
treated with in “‘the wheat belt” alone, and if
one crop and no more werc taken off cach new

ficld as it was brought first under cultivation it
would supply the factories of England, Ireland
and Scotland with fibre for 80 years to come.
~~DBy E. Biggar, from the Emigrant,

Ths Sea Otter's Pelt.

To the rich pett of the sea otter, when in
prime condition, mnust be accorded the first
place in point of value. In 1880 the census re-
ports state that 50,283 sea otter skins were
shipped to Sun Francisco in ten years, 1871 to
1880, or 4,028 per annum.  Reliable data show
that during the last six years, 1880 to 1886, the
yield of sea otter skins has sumew® vt dimin
ished. The reason of this Jdecrease is that with
in the last few years the hunters, both white
and native. have been using breech-loading fire
arms to shoot the animals, and, furthermoie,
stimulated by the high prices paid by rival
traders, the otter is pursued with greater
avidity than in former years. Naturally timid,
the sea otter nuw secks rest npun the most in-
aceessible rocks and veefs amid the surf-lashed
inlets off the Aleutian archipelago and Alaskan
shores. The prices paid by the traders to the
hunters vary. For a first class, full grown,
silver tipped skin as high as 3100 has been paid ;
the second class ranges from 860 to 880 ; the
third grade from 325 to 50 ; the fourth grade,
310 to $20 ; while a pup skin fetches from $5 to
§10, the value of the skin being judged by the
richuess of fur, depth of color, size and general
condition. Its uses for garments is confined to
trimming sealskin sacyues and cloaks and for
maffs and caps.  The major portion of sea-otter
skins are sent to Europe, and, in common with
the land furs, arc disposed of, at the great
auction sales which ase held biannually m Lon-
don and Leipsic. At the Leipsic sale buyers
from every great city in Europe arc in attend-
ance, the largest purchasers being from Russia,
in which country the Lulk of the sea-otter skins
find a ready market.

Beaver skins when viewed tn their raw state
present a very unattractive appearance. The
long, reddish-brown hair has to Le plucked, and
after that operation is concluded the rich, soft
light-brown fur isexposed.  The yield of beaver
pelts has been gradually diminishing during the
last few yeurs, and there is no doubt that before
long the animal will become eatent.  Prices of
beaver fur have advauced from 83 per pelt in
1880 to &5 in 1886, and the probabilities are
that the values will yearly progress. For trun-
mings, victorines, capes, muffs, and in some
special cases, as linings for coats, beaver 1s
highly prized.

‘tur. Portage la Prairie Liberal 1s now pub-
lished by Cowan, Mashinter & Co.

It is reported that freight room has already
this week been taken for not far from 50,000
sacks of flour to be exported. The room was
arranged for in Chicago, but the flour does not
go from this city nor pass through 1t. Duluth
will be the collecting point, and the contribut.
ers will be millers at different places along the
linc of the Northern Pacific Railroad. That
section is looming up as a competitor even with
Minneapolis, which has hitherto been powted
to with pride as tho onesource of future supply
for the flonr wants of Europe. The rate from
Duluth is only 5 cents per 100 pounds more
than from Chicago, and tae smallness of the
difference sufficiently explains why the flour
export business in this city is dull.—Chicago
Tribupe, T
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WHEN YOU ARE GOING

MINNEAPOLIS, o  ANY POINT
ST. PAUL EASTorSOUTH

. TAKE THE

St. Paul, Minneapolis and

Manitoba Railway
| The shortest, Lest and most desirable route
10 ALL PUINTS IN ONTARIO, QUEBEC
AND UNITED STATES.
i 1f you want to save tune_and mune¥l

your tickets from starting point t
destination via the

ST, PAUL, MINNEAPOLIS & MANITOBA
RAILWAY.

Fot full imformation, maps, cte., apply to
G, H. McMICKEN, Agent,

WINNIPEG.
C. H. Wannex, Gen, Pass, Agt.

W. 5. ALeEnANDER, Tratlic Mgr.
A. Maxvin, Gen. Manger.

purchase
rough to

} ST, PAUL.

CHICAGO
MILWAUKE
& ST. PAUL RY

Is the Fagt-Mail short Line from St. Paul and
Minneapolis via La Ciusse and Milwaukee to
Chicago and all points in the Eastern States
and Canada. Tt is the only line under one
management between St. Paul and Chicago,
and 18 the Fmest Equipped Railway in the
Northwest. It is the ous.) line running Pull-
man Drawing Room Sleeping Cars with Luxu
rious Smoking Rooms, and the Finest Dining
Cars in the World, via the famous ** River
Bank Route, ' along the shores of Lake Pepin
and the beautiful Mississippi River to Milwau
kee and Chicago. Its trains connect with those
of the Northern'lines in the Grand Union Depot
at St. Paul. No change of Cars of any Class
between St. Paul and Chicago.  For through
uckets, time-tables, and full inforination, apply
to any coupon ticket agent in the Northwest.
R. Miller, Gen'l Manager; J: F. Tucker, Ass’t
Gen'l Manager ; A.x.H. Carpenter, Gen’l Pags.
and «Ticket Agent ¥Geo. H. Heafford, Ass’t
Gen'l Pass, and Ticket Agent, Milwaukee, Wis.
W. H. Dixon, Ass’t Gen'l Pass Agent, St.
Paul, Minn,

£ TRAVEL ViA THE €3
Minneapolis and St. Lonis Railwa

AND THE FAMOUS c

Albert Lea BRoute

Lve St Paul. Ive

Chicazo, Burlington, Kansas City Minnczpolis

and Des Moines Ex..ccvaaeee a820a.m a0.05am
St. Louls Fast Ex . . b6ZOpm b7 lhpwm
Chicago Fast EX ..coeee .. d630p.m  dn.15p.m
Des Moines Passenger oooeeciees aB30pam  avlipan
Eaccldor and Watertown ....... a8i0a.m agdSam
Arlington and Excelsior ........ at1I5pm  a4.50p.m
Mankato Express Accom .. a3lspm  a3.60 pan

b Ex. Saturday. d Dally.

#7 Tuxova TeACHES AND PULLMAN PALACE
SLEEVERS to Chicago, St. Louis and Des Moine

DIRECT LINE TO WATERTOWN, D.T.
Pavrace Disise Cars ox Catcaco TraINS,

2—THROUGH TRAINS DAILY—2
to KANSAS CITY, LEAVENWORTH, ATCHISON and
ST. JOSEPH, making connections in Unlon Depots for all
points west.

Fast and fcequent traing between St. Paul, Miuneapolis
and # ako Minnotonka pointa.

For maps, ulecping car-berths, or other nformation call
upon any nze  in tho Northwest.og write to

S.'F. BOYD,
General Ticket and Passenger Agent, )l'hmibpoll;.

a £x Sunday.




