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THE CRITIC.

One of the most plausible echemes for re-immortal’zing C. luwbus is
that now proposed by Lady Blake, wife of the Governor et Jumuica, in a
letter to the London Times. Her ides, that a Marine Bilugical Siation
should be established at Jamaica, where the opportunities fur the close
observation of the minutex of waler lifc are numerous and varied, is
endorsed by many leading scientista, and by those Bogli:h popularizers of
new idess, the Graphie and the Queen. A subscription in atd of this object
has already been instituled.  This memorial would certainly b2 more in
keeping with the spitit of the bold navigator than any memento of the bust
or monuaental variety with which we sre so wearily famliar,

The Darwinian theoty is not acceptable to most of us, and it is with
delight we read that Trofessor Virchow, the eminent Gernman anatomist, has
struck a heavy blow atit. In hisaddress at the Anthrapological Cougress in
Vienna he asserted that the protoman has not yet been discovered, and that
we cannot prove the descent of the separate races from one another, *¢ At
this moment,"” he said, *“we are able to say that nmong the pcople of
antiquity no single one was any nearer to the apes than we are. At this
moment I can aflirm that there is not upon ocarth any absolutely unk-own
race of men. Every living race is still human ; no sivgle one has yet been
found that we caa designate as simisn or quasi-simian.” Iogenious theories
must fade away bofore the stern logic of facts, but theorists will not admis
it just yet.

Protestant circles in England are somewhat excited and indignant over
the .movement to erect a statue to Cardinal Newman in the finest open
square in Oxford, Unthinking bodies, such as the Oxford City Couancil,
consented to the proposition, which was started by a Catholic Duke, but
the incongruity of erecting such a monument within a hundred yards of the
rpot where Cranmer, Ridley and Latimer were buroed at the stake, is pre-
senting itself forcibly to people of all creeds, No one questions the right
of admirers of Newman {o erect a monument to his memory, but it should
be done with due regard to the feelings of Protestants. The age is one of
toleration, but tven mow it is neceesary to avoid friction between the
adherents of widely differing creeds, and it is uanwise for the Cutholics to
pursue this specizi plan of doing honor to the mighty dead. Other ways
more consistent with the real state of affairs could casily be found.

After the disheartening figures of the British drink bill, to which we
referred in a recent issue, we need something more cheering in the temper-
ance outlook, and we find it in a report from India, Lord R-berts states
that after the close of the Afghan campaign that there were 12,000 teetotal-
ers in the ranks of the Indian Army. It is very pleasing to bz informed
that among the regiments quariered in that trying Indian climate total
abstinence has not only held its own, but that it has made astonishing pro-
gress. The number of soldiers now corolled on the side of temperance has
swelled o0 17,500—nearly one in four of the whole Indian Army. This
large percentage of total abstainers will have an increasing tendency, just
as everything that is the fashion will bave followers. Whea it was consid-
ered the proper thing to driok, few men had the moral courage to abstain,
but now that difliculty is removed, and therc is no excuse for reckless
indulgence.

Apropos of the Russian famine it is not without interest to learn that
since the beginning of written history, there have been known about three
hundred and filty distressing famines. In 1064, the overflow of the Nile
having failed for seven successive years, there was a terrible famine in
Egypt which lasted several years and was followed by a pestilence. Eng-
land was cdesolated by famines in 1099 and 1158. In 1344 a famine in
India extended over all Hindustan, ard in 1347 numbers of Italians died
of absolute starvation, Hunger killed 3,000,000 during the great famine
in India in 1670, and there were also great famines there in 1769 and 1812,
In 1822 Ireland suffered unto!d pangs, owiog to the failure .{ the potato
crops, and the same heart-rending scenes were repeated in 1847, when n
similar calamity occurred. Bergal suffered f.om faminc (% 1866 ; ia 1870
there was onc in Siam, and in 1874 aod 1877 famines occurred in India a8
well as onc in China during the last named year. Itis hard to estimate
the suffering resultiog 10 humsnity from these terrible afflictions. The
record is 2 sad one.

We can scarcely imagine what a pest rabbits have become in Australia.
The trouble is matter of every day comment, but in reality the evil has been
growing to such an extent that the inhabitants of the infested country are
in despair. Around Cobar and Bourke, in the westera division ot New
South Wales, the condition is reported as serious. The cstimated increase
of the pest in that comparatively small area during the last three years is
13,000,000. The departmental experts esumate that 89,000,000 acres,
pearly half the total area of the colony, are infested. Ia the dry coun.ry
the rabbits have taken, in the absence of sofier food, to cating wood, parti-
cularly the tender bark of the ecrub vegetation. By catug this as far as
they can resch they effectually ““ring-bark ” and kill the scrabs, and thus, in
the case of edible vanieties, destroy one of the means of keeping siiecp alive
during long periuds of drougtt. It 1s stated that traps at ine great tanks
and water holes 1n a dry season, when waier 1s unubiatoabic ciscwhere, are
the best method of destroying the animals. It 1s alsu said, and this we
take cum grano salis, that the rabbits have taken to ciimbiog trees ard cat-
ing évery green thing they can reach.

‘The March Cenfury contaiced a poem by Thomas Bailey Aldrich
which paid a haodsome tribute to an Evglish poet, whom he did not name,
but who has “ purnle blood of poets in his veing,” and who is evidently, in
the opinion of Mr. Aldrich, just the man to wear the Lanreate's crown
when the time comes for another to fill Tennyson's position, Much
curiosity has been excited as to whom the poem refers 1o, but speculation is
vain,  Different people give different names for the “ finder of undreamed-
cf harmonies,” and those who koow won't tell.

One is sorry to hear very grave doubts exprassed as to the efficiency of
the Keeley gold-cure for drunkenness. I'he merest gleam of bope for ine-
briates is always hailed with delight,acd if o sword that could cut the Gord-
isn knot of habit could only be securcd there are countless homes all over the
world that would rejoice for the first time,  Cases are cited which appear to
be genuine cures at Dwight, but they are so often contradicted that we
know not what to think, The evormous profits of the * Keeley Company *’
impress one with the idea that Dr. Keeley and his associates are not work-
iug solely for lave. The company is composed of the doctor, a brother-in-
law, and a young chemist of Thicago, The profits in sight are S1,000,000
a year from the Dwizht establishment nlone, and there are thirty-three
branches in different parts of the country. Qae of the astonishing things
about druokenness is that people who have no scruples about exposiog
themselves to view in an intoxicaled condition time and agaio, are delicate
about uwudertaking or acknowledging the necessity for treatment. Fifty
thousand people have been treated at Dwight, but there are thousands of
others who do not like to go inta ihe institution, to whom the *cure” is
mailed for home treatment. If it really cures, let Xeeley be encouraged,
cven if he is makiog a buge fortune oux of it. The maa who cuares druank-
enness deserves something more than gratitude.

The cost of war, reckoned in dollars aad cents only, withou! taking into
nccount the lives sacrificed or the inisery and sorrow causzd, is very greas.
The recent struggle ia Chili is a fiir example of the financial cost of war.
‘The report of the Joint Commission appointed by both Houses of Congress
of that country on the financial projacts of the Gaverament gives as exact
statcmeot of the paper money in existence, including the banks and dicta-
torial jssues. The London South American Journal gives a digest of this
paper which is interesting. Itis as follows:—*" The dictatorial issues, it
would seem, amount 1o §20,642 925in paper, and $774 358 50 in subsidiary
coincge, a part of two-tenths fine aud part with a reduction of twenty one-
hundredths in the weight. In Dacember, 1890, tho banks' issue did not
exceed £20,285,000, the Government Issuz was reduaced to 821,287,616,
while the metalic reserve had bzen augment:d to close upon $4,000,000.
Such was, briefly, the financial position of the Republic on the eve of dicta-
torship, which, to sustain itself, spent 320,000,000 at the dieposal of the
Treasury in the Republic and in G2rmany ; coutracted debts for 29 ooo,000
inore ; made use of nearly 81,500,000 of the metalic reserve ; and issued
in illegal paper money and debistd coivage a total of $21,417.310" As
the report states :—* These acts, viewed in their financial aspect, m2an a
loss to the Republic of upwards of $20,000,000 and an iucrease of debt of
upwards of 845,000,000, of which last amount upwards of $20,000,000 is
n paper.”  Small wonder that Chili cannob afiord to participate in the
World's Fair | ‘

The close connection between physical training and morals i3 not yet
fully apprehended by the majorty of people, but those who have given
thought and observation to the subjzct are firm in the belief that there is
nothing which has a greater tendency to imaprove the character and morals
of wen than jadicial and physical training. We have often heard of a
“ gound mind in a sound bady,” and the saying coutaius a truth which it
were well if all our young people cou'd get at. The gymoasium is a fea-
wure of modern life which has more value than the outward show. Those
who are familiar with the reqairomaats of gymaastic exarcise, know that
ywung oy taking part tn them are obliged to be strictly temperite, not
ooly with liqmids but with solid fuud, and the simplicity of the regimen,
togethier with the excraise wiich tennds to develop tho muscles, has a splen-
uid cffect un buth body aud mind.  Oae reacls upon the other, and when
every individual is raised to the highest symetrical develepment by the
system now in vogus, which aims at all round culture rather than the pro-
duction of a fow great athletes, the maximu:n of health and physical beauty
is attained and the braia benefits in proportion, so that morbid and criminpal
itopulses are driven 0a!. The testimony of men who have had long expe-
rience in the training of young people goes to show that if evory child,
from youungest to oldest, attending school inany country, could receive forty
minutes of drill by a competent instructor cach day, and have that training
supplemented by instruction in the importaut lawa of health, the total of
crime and the numbsra of the criminal classes would, ia the following gene-
ration, b: decreased onc-half. The result of much thought o the subject
35 that a high vaiue must be placed upon phyaical traisiog as a help to good
morals,and we must not, because we sometimes hear of cases which appear to
ptove the opposite side of the contention, allow ourselves to deapise it asa
m.ans to an end.  We acknowledye religion as the strongest moral influence
we have, but because it has occasiopally happened that ministers of the
gospel have disgraced their ca'ling, we do nct lnse our fsith ia religion. So
1t 10 with all guud things © thee: «w .1 b a prrecatage of exceptions to the
tulc in everytblng, and we mast lovk rath.r ot the net result than at indi-
vudaai cpses. We sball fiad, we doubt uot, that the sum total of good
recuiting from puysical trainng will far outweigh any defects that may be
noticed,
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