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E~L1WT~T Ah, nom you speak of it, I do remnember soniething af the sort,"
A DIGRAC TO ER F MIU . returneti Mrs. Brtherton, Ilthough, really, people ought ta bc asbamed to

publishi ail ibis saciety scandai, for young girls likc yoursclf to rcad. It
(Ooiùued.) lias a nxost demoralizing tendency. However, 1 fancy noa great blame

attacheti ta Captain Falconer."
Thus rebuketi, *Maggie hung her liead, andi returneti ta ber seat. She IlThe world is generally lenient ta a dashing young guardaman,"

was not sa 8tupiti as flot ta be canScious af the mistake she hati made, espec- observcd Matilda severely. "lAn unfortunate waman has nearly always ta
ially when it was thus politely and cleariy pointeti out ta bor. becar the brun t ai the battie, whilst the real o ffendorcescapes scat-free. That

IlI-I dii flot knaw," she mumbleti. I thaught perhaps it mighit be cames frani aur having been a suppresseti race so long, andi even in these
a telegrani." . days we are subjecteti ta unjust laws."'

The conversation was litre interrupteti by an exclamation af surprise «-Nonsense, Mûtilda,"I saiti Mrs. ]3rather.ton, ivho, being a very pure and
which proceedeti frani Mrs. liraîhertan, andi ihicb effectually preventeti narraw-minded waman, was invariably hard an bier own sex. IlI dan't sec
the sneering rcply an the tip ai Geraldine's tangue. that this Mrs. Thaindyke deserves the least sympathy. She hati a hus-

W'ýhati15it,mnarnma 7" asked Matilda, clasing bier book, and speaking~in ban-"
thet tn ontnfram whom no secrets must be kept. "You loak as if you " He may have been a brute, and treated iher like anc."
had receivei '$ane gooi fiews." "And," cantinueti Mrs. Braîhertan unheeding the interruption, Il she

"And sa I have-at Icast 1 think so. The Cottae. is let ai last." aught ta have knawn better than ta entourage a good-looking yaung man
"Indeeti ! Yau dori't say so." t a dangle after lier. A marrieti womnan neyer gains anything by snch
"Yes, this is a lciter from lýfessrs. Maltan and-Slee, informing me. ai goings an, but loss ai reputation andi a very undesirable natariety,"

theAnd. Iho ha ae L" at aida hltGradn astii e ail due deference ta you, mother,"' rejoineti Matilda stubborniy,
Il nd ho as ake it" aidMatlda whlstGarldne ausd i lir i Icontenti that this Captain Falconer is noa great saint. You arc fat

ivork, and the twins'forgot ail about their game af backgamman. too simple for the nineteenth century."1
Quite an aniniatet sniile illuniined Mrs. Brotherton's usually unanimated Il Veil, anyhoiv." put in Geraldine, Ilwe neeti fot take away the poor

cauntenance. It mas plcasing ta ber ta feel herscif ai so mnch importance; nian's character belore we have even made his acqaintance. There wiII be
flot that she liati any intention of keeping back the news. She looketi again time enough tu do that.afterwards. He is yaung, andi a gentlemian) there-
at the letter which she still helti in ber hand. fore the inference is, hie will prove an acquisition."

Il I reati rightly, the gentleman'% namne is Falconer-the Honorable Il î%nd it is much better for the Cottage ta bc occupied than to stand
Xeitb Falconer." empLy, as it bas done these ]ast two seasans," rejaineti lMrs. flrotherton.

IlThlere is an Honourabie Kei~h Faiconer in the Guards. No doubi hie IlNothing ruins a house sa ranch as having no one living in it."
is the sanie persan," exclainiet Geraldine, looking critically at ber bonnet IlI mvonder if aur fricnd, the Hionorable Keiîb, will arrive in time for
until ber prcîty face broke out it smules. I wonder if he i3 a marrieti the apening mneet," saiti Lily, speculatively
mani?" Il Yes, I wonder," chimeti in Rase.

IlNo," saiti Mrs. ]3rotherton triumphantly. I can answer that ques- I fancy so," saiti Maggie, who hitherto hati taken fia patt in the con-
tion. This lcîter is froin Mr. Malton himse]f, andtihe ivrites ai Captain Fal- versation, Il'for I happeneti ta be walking an the roand ta the station to-day,
caner, as a bachelor, wishing ta take a small bouse, with firsi class stabling andi 1 met a string ai eight harses andi a hack, clotheti frome -ar ta tait, and
in the ctntre oi thet' Ripper' Ilrat." laoking as if they hati been travelling. No doub. it %vas Capiain Faicaners

IlThaî's awfully jaiiy 1" exciaimeti Lily anti Rose simultaneously, "landi stuti arriving-"
the otdde are be's a gooti sort." "IlO course. Why diti you keep this piece af news bottlcti up unlI

"lGirls, 1 do wish you wouid flot be so slangy," saiti Mrs. Broîherton. now 1" enquireti Geraldine tartly.
"It really is detestabie ta hear young ladies taik in such a fashion. They "lIt never occurreti ta nie ta tell it. Besities, one mecis s0 niany horses

neyer titi vihen I wias your age, but nianners seeni ta bave deteriorateti this lime ai ycar."1
sadly since then." IlTalking ai horses, I hope Captain Falconer wants to buy," said

"lNeyer niind, inotber,"1 tbty respontdet goad-hu:noredly. IlDon't try Geraidine.
ta improve us just now, but tell us insteati bow long he has taken tbe Cot- "Why ? What différence cars il make ta you ?"1
tage for." "Oniy that if bie dots, I shall do my very best*to seil bum Paragon."

IlOnly for a year, certain ; but hie bas the option of tuking il on Itase "Oh, Geraidine 1" exciaimed. Maggie Teprovingiy," Ilon couii flot pas.
alter ibat tiune." ibiy do such a thing. You know tiat since last stason he bas kopelcssly

The Cottage mas a charming reçidence, ai the class descuibed by bouse- gone in bis winti."
agents as "'bijou." It hati ariginaliy been built by the Squire la accammo- IlExactiy ; that's the very reason I wish ta pass hira an."
date an aid feliow-sportsman, who, tIwa years aga, hati gant tht way af ail "You wilI fit it dificu."
flesb, since when it had remaineti untenanteti. "Most likely, because Paragon is too well known liere, and only the

For a si.'gle mani, fond af huntiDg, anti fat requiting large reception other day, when 1 rade him, lie matie such a noise going up-hli, ibat evcry.
roorna anti nurseries, no abode coulti weli be mare perfect. It wias beauti- body lurneti rounti and stareti. My one chance is wiîh a stranger."l
filly flîteti up, containeti two gooti sitling, anti hali.a-tiozen beti-rooras, anti IlBut you wiouli flot seli hiru ta Captain Falconer, surely, 'vithout teli-
the stables could accommatate fourîcan horsts. in& bur tht horse is unBounti?"

Being within a couple of hundred yards ai the -Manor bouse, a desirable IlNm Maggie, don't yau interfere itih me. If 1 seli bin, 1 seli hua,
tenant, wbo, a: the sanie lime, mîght bc accepîted as friiend anti neighbar, anti it's no business ai youî: haw I accomplish my ends."
was a malter ai considerable importance ta the owncr, The girls, forscing If1îis dishonest, Geraidine, ta suppress the truth."
ibis, bati begged their niother rsrther to allow it ta stand empty tban u l itRubbishl! And nov I want tr, tell you something."
ta sorri duits non-hunting aid iogey. Tbey bati so greatly insisteti an the What is il?"
point that Mrs. ]3rotbcrton bat accedeti ta their desire.-anti now, litre came "This. 1 have scen an animal, whose looks 1I like immensely, anti wlio
compensation for two whrole years' ren:1, in the shape ai a wehi.born, fashions- 1 believe [ couiti buy for a nitre sang. le belongs ta Alctan."
able yonng man ai undoubteti ianily anti position. IlDo you menu iat showy brown thorough.bred, rather hiigh on ite

Mis. Brotherton wouit scarcely have been feminine, andi tht mother ai yeg yVt ht lz onhs..c, idnb on co atTu
a tribe ai 'xiarriageabie daughters, bati nul sane very pleasing nations lewt vxe lz1onbs3ce îie yYug co atTus
proniptly preseniet heniseives ta ber brain Tht only question mas, wliich dayI eta! h nml isunomnygo-okn.Dw o
of the five, or rathor four, girls woult bc chcose ? think so, Maggic FI

Matilda was the one she feut mosi anxiaus ta set marrieti. Ta begin I do, most cettainly. But be is niuch toa Zood-oking ta blaeinr tq
witb, she mas the aides:, anti secandly, ber queer temper anti dogmatic '1%r. Aclon, uniess there: is a screw loase somnewhere.'
opinions renticreti ber an unpleasant coxnpaniun. Tbere coulti bc no doubi
about if, that she ought ta bc the firsi ta go off matrimonially, but on the The individ.ai above referreti ta was a sporting tailor, wha combiiitý
other banti, ber younger daughters, especially Geraldine, were mucli better- harse-leiting with coal-cutting. Ht liv--d in thetown ai Foxington, clos
inoking, anti appearcd ta possess greater powers of fnscination for tht ~opo by, anti seidom bati lesa iban hali a-dozrn hunlers in bis stable. AîaD.I

soite she. once in six or cight years, through sorne accident ai fortune, a decent nai
Poor woa seclt th.it she wo-aid bct ruiy tlbaltui, if oniy thîs moulé! fint ils way into bis hantis.

Cax'*.in Falconet wouidti ake a iancy ta any on <'f tliei ; andi prrhaps if Geraldint belitetid she bast bit upon a great discovery. Tht catr.V
.se speil ai il-luck, wnich had visiteti ber fur s-) ong, %ve- onîy once brown tbaroughbred that she hati seen aut hunîing, hati taken ber fancy

broken, something tise niight turo up. ÀMaruiacs were contagious. Ont Iminie]y. She liket an animal wbo archet bis neck proudly, chaiiiW-
not infrequcntly )cd ta another. ai bis bit, hîciti bis tait alaft, anti walkcd witb dainty, anibling steps Suck

"lI ara trying ta remember wbat 1 have ctber hicard or rcati about tht a ont showed lier off, anti looketi wchI at the incets, or wihen procetdirq-
HIonorablt Keitb Faiconer," she saiti aiter a whie, puckcrîng up ber braw froin covert t0 coveri TIhe sîght ai Mr. Acton's horst hati quitte deter-;
wih a puzzleti expression. IlSomebaw or ailier, tht name seems quite minet ber ta part with Paragon, wbo, besites having gant in bis wind, wu
famuliar ta me." close upan twenly years oi age.

"lAnti wcll il îay be," responded Geraidine, who, mas an insatiable IlI say, Maggit," she said, after a siight pause, Ilwili you walk iCU'
rcader af Socieîy papers. IlCaptain Falconer mas a greai admirer ai that Foxington, andi linti out what Mr. Aclon asks fat the brawn ?"
beautiful lirs. Thorntyke, -who matit sucli a sensation îwa semsons a go. Too Il0f course I will." answcred Maggie readuly, "lbut," ant iber homMe
great an admirer, said the iii natureti, for '.%r. Tborntiykc turcd jealous, ail young face cioudcd over. "lpcase give up the idea af îrying Io stiick trà"
af a suttieu, and wanted to cail ii out. l&veryboty talked of tht affair Captaîn Falconer with Paragon."
at tlie lime, but H.R.H. interfereti, andi succceet, allter a gooti dent af "cStick liii, intiecti 1" criet Geraltine indi-nantly. Il Wh-àt a m"
trouble, in getting the quarrel patcheti up. Captain Falconer ivas saiti ta bc way you have of puiting things."l
heati over cars in lovc.", "I may bibrutl, but it's the truth."1


