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The editor of THX Ciiric §s resl;-msiblo for the 716ws oxprossed in Editorial Notes and
Artitley, and for such only ; but the editor is uot to be understuod as ondorsing the senti-
ments exp in the articles contrlhuted to this juurnal. Qur readers ave capable of
Apprving or disapproving of any part of an article or contents of the paper; and after
exorcliing due care as to what ia tu appear in our columus, we shall leave the rest to thei:
{nteligent judgment

EDITORIAL NOTES.

The truculent elephant * Chief,” who, it is said, has killed no less than
seven men, did not, after all, afford a test of the strength of ectectric
currents, as it was said he was to do. A very extrao:dinary method of
exccution was substituted. By hard work a uoose was got round his neck.
Two of Furcpaugh’s most puwerful elepuants were fastened to tae cuds of
the rope on either side, and made to pull together. 1ln twenty seconds
¢ Chief” dropped to the ground a perfectly garotted clephant.

A monster 111 ton gun, recently manufactured in Germany, is stated to
carry its projectiles a distance of 20 miles. As a 200 ton gun, building in
England, is only said to have a range of 15 miles, the longer distance may
admit of a doubt. But the flight of shot for even less distances than those
named, means tremendous impact and penctrating power at shorter, but
sti'l very long ranges. The powers of artillery attack, indecd, secm to be
gaining 0 decidedly on the possibilities of protection by s..30r, that there
1S & growing probabi.ity of the ultimate abandonment, or at least modifica-
tion, of the armor system.

We have more than once referred to the shameful imposition in the
Upper Provinces of a rate of djscount on the notes of Maritime Province
Banks, The Halifax Banking Company has, it appears, cffected an arrange-
ment with Molson's Bank, Montreal, by which the notes, at all eveuts, of
these banks will be interchangeable without the charge levied by the other
banking institutions. The discount is an indefensible exaction. The
Matitime Provinces could not be worse treatec .n this respect if they were
foreign countries instead of Provinces of the samec Federation.

————

.. A remarkable feature connected with the singularly rapid riso of the
tide of prosperity in the Argentine Republic, is the disturbarce of the
industrial world by the phenomenal growth of its demands, which have
actually caused securitics to fall on the Euzopean stock cxchanges, and the
Bauk of England to raisz its rate cf interest.  Argentine burrowings have
rised to such huge proportions that they have exhausted the spare guld of
Europe, and are now tapping the vast hoards of the United Siates, which,
some American papers complain, are to be used to build up a new rival
to their farming community in the markets of the world.

The Halifax Post Office has been greatly improved in many important

respeets within the past few years, it ovidently being the aim of the post-

master to fully mect the wants-of the public. There is still one improvement
needed, and that is a better arrangement for the sale of stamps. The
stamp window is in or near a corner, and, on English mail days, stamp
buyers nre packed like sardines in a box in-their rush to get to the window.
Having secured their stamps they then have to struggle out through-the
crowd, a most unpleasant performance, especially to ladies. The crowding
+nd confusion might be avoided by the ercction of a railing, so that only
‘nc person at a time could approach the window and pass out free of ‘the

7|crowd. The difficulty could, of course, be avoided by laying in & supply
9 | of stamps, or purchasing them at some of the numerous outside depots, but

nine porsons out of ten never think of this, and as this is likely to remain
the case, something should be done to provide for their comfort.

‘The appointment, by the Local Government, of & very strong commission:

to enquire into the question of legal costs, has drawn considerable comment,
for and against, from the Chronicle and the Herald. As there seems to
have been some dissatisfaction with the alleged high schedule of costs now
in force, we think the Government have made a wise concession to the
public in granting the appointment of a commission. A searching investiga-
tion into the questiun by the cxperts now appointed, will certainly result
in good, and, we think, will have s tendency to disabuse the public_mmd
of ils now erroneous opinion that Solicitors and Barristers are overpaid, as'
there never was a greater mistake. There may be some unnecessiry costs
in the way of printed cases and court fees, and reforms may be introduced
in the method of taxing costs that may result in considerablo saving to
litigants, but we believe that it will find really very little requiring alteration,
The main good accomplished by the commission will be in proving to the
public that legal costs and fues are not so cxorbitant, as it has been led to
believe. The Lclo, in announcing the names of the commission, speaks of
Mr. Henry as President of the Barristers’ Society, which is erroneous, as
Mr. C. Sydney Harrington has the honor to hold that position, Mr. Heary
being Vice-President,

m——

Christmas has come and gone, let us hope with merriment and happiness
to all. e have of late years secn several “ green Christmases, but that
of 1388 has perhaps been mcre remarkable than any that have preceded it
for many years for the extreme fincness and mildness of the weather. It
can scarcely be doubted that some slow and gradual change in the nature
of the seasuns has actually taken place within the last 50 or Go ycars. The
average temperature of the year is not much affected, nor, happily, does it
retard or diminish our harvests, but that the winter, at least in its early part,
is milder than of old, at all events on the sea coast, can scarcely be doubted.
Whether we suffer from a proportionate prolongation of cold into the spring
may also be a question, but thero can be none as to the relief to poor
people of muld weather 'till after the New Year, which we sincerely hope
may prove onc of happiness and prosperity to all classes and-individuals, so
far as the dispensations of Providence may permit. -For any alleviation of
the sufferings and discomforts of cxtreme cold to those who are ill provided
for it, alt classes feel thankful, and we only hope the weather may continue
as it is "till the New Year; there is plenty of time, to those to whom i} is an
cnjoyment, to enjoy cold after New Year’s day, and then, however cold it
may be, the long hours of darkness shorten day by day.

Nearly all the greatest scholars and teachers in England.have united in
protesting against the evils of the present system of education, and more
especially those of the complicated system of examinations, and the ¢ cram-
ming"” process thoy entail. There is no doubt that many of the questions
propounded at examinations are frivolous, and useless for any purpose,
unless it be as an exercise of memory. We r2member one, as to thés name
of an obscure river in Tasmania, if we remember rightly, of which no oge
on carth- would be likely to know anything except a denizen of the

immediate neighborhood of it. We have read a series of questions oa.

Englisk grammar, most of which were such as might puzzle wnany an
excellent English scholar, if it were only by natural annoyance at their

frivolous * catch-question” nature, and which might yet be ‘answeréd. by

duli students, into whom the useless stuff had been ground. It is so in
every branch  Nut sound knowledge, but a successful examinatiou is the
2ud and aim of the prepatatory cramming. and even the httle sound kuow-
ledge there may be in a coutse of cramming is not abiding. It would secm
that compctitive cxaminations, if they cannot be got rid of, must be mudified:
The German Universities, which turn out scholarly and thoughtful men,.do
without them, aud they are unknown to Michigan: University,



