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R

ssUabribed, unhought, ourswords we draw,
Toguard the Monarch,fonce the Law.'

OTTAWA, TUESDAY, SEPT. 19, 1874,

ToCom}&sPo.\'nnm‘s-Louemnddrossed toetither
tho Editor or Publisher,ns well as Commaunica -
tlonsintonded for publication, must nvariably,
beo pre-pafd. Correapondents will also bear in

mind thatone end ofthe envelope should Lo left
gpen, aud at the corner the words ** Printer’s
Copy? written and & two gr five cent stampiacs
cording to tho welght of the communication)
placed thereon will pay the postage. No come
munication, howover, wilt be inserted nnless
tho writer's name is gl'vcn, ot nccessarily for
I)tu]bucnttlon, but that we may know from whota

s sont.

WE have for the past nfne years endeavored to
turnish the Volunteer Force of Canada with
2 paperworthy of theirsupport, but, weregret
to say, have not tne* with taat tangitie en-
couragement which we confldently capected
when w;’) ‘uml!erloollt‘ n:g ‘pu‘bllcnllon o‘fva

aper whol)y davoted ¢n thate tutesouts, ]
gownpoeaf‘io ‘ige‘r chivalry and ask onch
of our subseribers to procure another, ortoa
person sending ns tho names of four or five
new subseribers and the money—wlill be en-
titled to rocetve one copy for the year frce. A
Jittle exertion on the part of our friends would
materintly assist ug, bestdes extending the
usefulness of the paper among tho borco—
keepling thiem thoroughly wosted in all the
changes and improverments in the art of war
%0 ossential for o military man to gKnow. Qur
ambition 18 to improvo the Volunteer Review
fn every respect, so as to make 1 second to
none. Wilt our friends Lelp ustodo 1t? Pre.
miums will bo glven to those getting up the
largest {ists, Che Review being the only mil.
ftary paper publistied in Canada,. it ought to
be iiberally supported by the officers, non.
commisstoned onticers, and men of cach Bat-
tation.

Ix order that our reader may fully under -
stand the natura of the dispute belween the
Council of the Nova Scotia Rifla Aesociation
and the Execulive Committee of the Domin-
ion Rifle Association, we copy below the
Memorandum of which the Nova Scotia one
published in our last is the reply snd which
should have preceded it, so that our readers
will have both sides of the question, nad will
thus the better be enabled to draw their own
concusion ss to which are right. However,

withoat taking part with either side in the
discussion, we may be allowed parentbetic:
ally to observe, that Wimbledon is %o Great
Britain what Ottaws is to the Don. aion of
Canads, and yet neither Scotland nor Ireland
have protested agusinst the National Rifle
Tournament being annually held therc on
account of its centrality.,

MEMORANDUA,

Upon the resolution of the Council of the Pro-
vineial Rifle Association of Nova Scotia,
passed 31st July, and the accompanying
Cirewlar communicated fo the President of
the Dominion of Canada Rifle Association,
under date 8th August, 1870,

{ 'This Resolutian refers to, and is probably

intended to embody n declaration of dissa-

tisfection communicated to ths decretary of
the Dominion Associalion, utlerato 18th
August, 1875,

On the present oceasion, tho Nava Scotia
Assaciation advises its members not to take
any part in the rpproaching competition at
Ottawa, and appoints a committee apparent-
ly for the purposo of endeavouring to frus-
trate tho main object of that meeting.

The resolution of 1875 led to correspon-
denco between the Executive Committeo of
the Dominion Association and the Provincial
Assaciations of Nova Scotia and New Bruns-
wick, and it was believed that tho ohjections
ta the nrrangements for the Dominion
Matches had been removed, and that the
difkculties which stood in the way of the at
tendance of marksmen from the Maritime
Provinces hed been narrowed down to that
of axpenses incurred by competitors coming
to Ottawa. It was understood thet in future
the Povincinl Association would make such
provision for gending their representatives
a8 woula overcome that difticulty.

This conclusion wns justified by subse-
quent events, for although representatives
{rom both Ncva Scotia snd New Brunewick
were present nt the Inst Annual Meeting,
and although members of the Couacil repre-
senting those Provinces were present at the
subst quent meotings of the newly elected
Counall, no proposals were sanbmitted for
changing cither the mode of selecting the
Wimbledon Team or any other of the ar
rangements for the Annual Competition,

Itis hard y possible that the Committee
appointed by the Nova Scotin Association
under the resolution of the 21st July could
bave been expected to succecd in bringing
ubout any obange In the programe 10F the
meeting appointed for the 5th of September.
The Cemmtteo had not prepared its circu-
lar until the 7ih of August. 1t was not likely
to reach tho Associations for which it was
jutended before the 12th. Some days would
then be necessary for bringing together fairly
representative meetings, and an expression
of tho opinions of the Associations to which
tho Circular was addressed can bardly reach
the Executive of the Dominicn Assaciation
much beforo the end of the present montb,
A meeting of the Executive would require
further time, and 1t is therefore quite obvi
ous that no time would remain (o change
the programme and give the necessary pub-
licity to such change ~if any were agreed
upon—before the 5Lh of September.

But even if tho Executive were willing to
waive their own convictions as to the best
mode of selecting the Wimbledon Teaw, and
the disposition of the prize lists, what assur-
rance could they have that they could de
termine anything more acceptable to Nova
Scottn? The Council of the Nova Scotia As-
sociation has offered no suggestion ouv the
pregent oceasion, and in 1874 their resolution
expressly declared that they wete * not do
sirous ol advacating uny particulsr method
of selecting the Team.” It is evident there
fare that any new acheme anght be s objec
tionable to them as the present one seews to
be. Lven if the Dominton Executive could
bo quite sure of findtng some plan that would
satisfly the Nova Scotia Asseciution, is 1t cer-
tain that the OntarioandQuebeo Associattons
would be equally satistied? and arc the views

of those Provinces to be disregarded? All
these considerations are so evident that they
must havo presented themsslves to tho au-
thore of the Circular, [n tho eccond para-
graph of the Circular reference is mado to
discussions, which aro said to have taken
plnce during the matches at Ottawa last
year, and the Committee sllegoe that nllera-
tions wero mado in the regulations on tbat
occasion to moet the views of the represen:
tatives from tho Maritime Provinces. As no
meotings, eithor of the Association or of its
Council, wers held during the Inst Annual
Compotition,the discussions referred to must
bave been of an informal or merely conver:
sational character and were not communi*
cated to the Dominion Association. Lt Col.
Ritchie, one of the signers of the Circular,
when receiving the London Merchants’ Cup,
us the representativa of Nova Scotia, is re*
ported ns haviog expressed uvnreserved sa*
tisfaction on the partof himself and the other
representutives from his Province, with the
manaer in which the competitions had been
conducted, and with all the arrangemen!s in
connection therowith,

The alleged changes in the programme for
1875 were of 80 ‘rivial u characler, that it is
diflicult to understand why the Committee
bas referred to them, especially as they had
no reference to the selection of the Wimble+
don Team, nor did they affect any of tho ob’
Jjections raised by the Marilime Provinces,
They consisted in the omission on account of
unfuvorable weather, of firing at some of the
rangea, to bring the competition to a close
within the time originally intended. Appar*
ently tho refereuce is intonded lo assume
the nature of a complaint that the changes
have not been introduced in the arrange-
ments for 1876. If that is the intention, it
has no force, because with a view to shorten’
ing the time requisite for the completion of
the competitions shooting at several ranges
has been omitted and the number of matchos
has been reduced {rom 10in 1875 to 8 in 1876.

‘There is one other point in this second
paragraph of the airaatar to which it is ne:
ocosary to refer. Reference is made to pro-
mises slleged to have been made by the
President of the Dominion Associstion at tho
Inst general meeling in & manuer which im*
plies that those promises have not been iul*
filled. The President gromised that all sug-
gestions made to the Council should have
the fullest consideration and tbat eo far as
might be consistent with the general inter
ests of the Asscciation they would bo acted
upon. These promises have been redecmed
both in the spirit and letter. Not a singlo
suggestion has been offered by any Associa-
tion, either Provincial or local, but sugges*
tions have been kiodly submitted by mdivid-
uals, and some of thetn have been adopted.

The Nova Scotia Committee admits that
apart from the Wimbledon competition they
have no material objections to offer tv the
prize list and regulations of 1876. They con*
fine themsolves to the easy though not very
convincing assertion that objections ** will be
obvious to any one sccustomed to manage
rifle matches,”” [t remnins only therelore.to
consider their ohjections to the regulations
for conducting the competition by which the
Wimbledon Tesm is to be selected.

Untii some other method of selection has
been suggested, and approved by 'all vho
aro interested, the assertion that thero nre
insuperable objections to the selection by a -
match at Jitaws, may be sufficiently answer:
ed by the coutes assertion that only is such
a mode of selection—at Qitaws or some other
ceptral ptece—goad in theory but that it is
equally good ip practice. That itis the only
mode by which . practical or useful compar-

ison of the shooting gqualities of the msrks.




