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ToCORRESPONDENTS—L0tlers addrezsed Lo elther
the Editor or Pubiisher,ns well az Communica -
tions intended for publication, must,invarlably,
bopre-paid. Correspondents wlil also bearin

mind tantone end of the envelope shonld ho left
open, and at the corner tho words * Printer’s
Copy' written and atwo or five cent stamp(ac-
cording to tho weighy of the communicatlon,
placed thereon will pay the postage. Nocom
munication, however, will be Inserted unless
tho writer’s name is gfvcn, not nccossarily for
ulbllcattion, but that we masy know from whom
t is seet.

WE have for the past wuine years enideavored to
turnish tho Volunteer Force of Cauada with
a paperworthy of thelrsupport, but, wercgret
1o say, have not et with that tangitie en-
couragement which we confldently expected
when we underiook the publtcation of a
paper wholly devotled to thelr Interests. We
now apocal to thelr chivalry and ask cach
of our subscribers to procure another, orton
person sending us the names ot four or five
new subscrivers and the money—wliil boen-
1itled to rece1vo one copy for the year free, A
Jittle exertion on the part of our friends would
ma erially nssist us, besldes exteunding tho
uscfulness of the paper among tho b‘orc%—
keeping them thopouzhly oasted in all tho
changes aid improvements in the art of war
s0 essential for a miittary man to Know. Qur
ambition 18 ta improve the Volunfeer Review
in 4:5\‘».31'{7 respect, 50 as to makeo 1+ second to
none, WIit our friends helpustodoit? Pro-
miums will be ziven (o those getting up the
largest lists.  Cho fLeeview being tho only mil-
itary paper published in Canada, it ought to
bo llberally supported by the oflicers, non-
corlnmlssloncd ollicers, and men of each Bat~
tation.

Inourissueof the 4th Apt’l thero is a very
valuable letter from Captais J. H.Rabrorp,
commnnding No. 6 company. 47th batialion,
respecting the militia crganization of Canada,
touching tho defects and excellencies of the
system in an intelhgent and practical ma.
ngr, and although we do rot hold ourselves
accountable for the letters of our corres-
pondeats, in tLis case tle wriler i3 eo
thoroughly in accord wath kaown facts, and
has had such practical experience that we

-

unhesilatingly epdorse that portion of bis
letter relating to the working of the system.

We Lol@ that iu common with all organi-
zations of the snmo date tho error of over
education in n military sensa has.boen com:
mitted—that is aftor having trained thothen
exi:-ling Regimentul Officers of the force at
military schools at considerable expenso,
precautions were rot taken to make their
knowledgeavailgble for instruction toothers.

This wwas duo in a cohsiderable degree to
tllo introduclion of {be idea of making the
battalion tbe tactical unit, and in a great
monsure, placing the power of compauy
commander in the hands of a subaltern Ad*
jutant—thus camps of jostruction became
merely drill schools in which nothing buf
tactical mancouvres,which ought to be learn-
edat the compnny headquarters,were taught,
and no cffort made to train men to the
actual realization of the warfare the physical
and topographical condition of the country
demanded.

In this view the abrogation of those camps
is not such an unmitigated evil as the gal-

| lant Captain supposes, inasmuch as the

necessity has arisen for changing their sshole
character, the falling off in the supply of
recruits is a much more serious matter, and
ona that evidently requires & good deal of
consideralion—not that we fear any incon -
venience to the service therefrom—a little
excitement would fill the ranks with the
beat material in the world ; but in the mean
time, a8 our cosrespondent justly remarks,
training would be wantivg.

It is evident that no attempt at conscrip-
tion would succeed, nnd we doubt evenif the
ballot could be enforced, or there would be
any necessity for that messure, for in the
event of war wo should have tho whole
manhood of Canada a8 volunteers and the
residuum engaged in aclively assisting the
goldiers—but it has appeared to ue thata
solution of the recruiting problem might be
found in legslly defining ** the proportion
each locality should supply towards the
volunteer or aclive force, and tkat propor-
tion+should serve at least for three years.”

If ono or two townships possessed suffici-
ent population to raise a company of first
and second class militiamen no good reason
could be urged why they should not setvy
—1tlst is bo embodied and submit toa cer-
tain number of days treining io the yenr at
tho company’s headguartera— for which they
should be paid—and if they choselo go to
the District Camp of Instruction in addition
thay should boe allowed that privilege—the
latter Institution being confined to its legi-
timate object of treining in major tactics.

This schemo would make all the organi-
zations local—battalions should be main
tained for adainistration purposes—aand the
mode of recruitment would be that the
officer comwanding the Reservo Militia
shonld sitaply warn the first names on his
raster for duty with the locs), volunteer or
aclive militia company.

Wo thinle this would meset the require=
ments of the case and it would cnsure the
truining of the whole resident population,
thus entirely obviating another powerful
objection Captain Rsprorp justly urges
against the present modo of recruitment,
but even this should only be applied when
tho voluntary principles failed.

The outlay by the company officors under
the prezent system must bo very great, and
it is o very small compensation to leavaopen
to them any position of emolument on tkte
General or District stoff.

With respect to the orgauization of the
Reserve, or as our correspondent calls it the
Sedentary Militia, it has nover been effected
evon on paper—officers have been gazetled
without having a force organized, anditis
little wonder they do not know -their dulies
—while the extension of the enrollment to
periods of five years totally dastroys thse
value of that attempt al organization.

We are afraid our correspondont i3 (oo
sanguine in expecting aid- towards the {or-
mation of ar, efficient military force from the
purely religious element in the people, Our
experieace is that it is most hostile to any
wovement of the kind, and if he tried how
many of the Y. M. C. A. wer6 members of
corps ba would fiad the number small in-
deed. There is no good reason for this ex
cept & morbid sentimentality and fanaticiem
~but itis a fact that the religious and trader
classesare opposed to military organizations
in any sense, although perfeotly willing to
take ndvantage of the pence aud national
gecurity such organizaticns insure.

Qur ideas on tactics are the same as those
of our correspondent and for tho same rea-
song, and we think alittle more discussion
on those subjects and some intelligent
handling in our correspondent’s style from
offcers with practical experience could not
fail to be of service.

We thank Captyia Raprozp for his in-
teresting and valuable letter.

‘Tae lollowing from our contemporary tbe
United States Army and Navy Journul of 1st
April contains & very valuabloe historical-~
political analysis of what is foresbadowed by
the *'Royal Titles Bill.” It musi ba par
ticularly gratifying to the British people to
find that our nearest relatives are proud of
the bold and sagacious policy that bids fair
to create auch a powerful United Empire,
and we can have but one regret that it dues
not include tue uationality to--which the
writer belonga. -

Tho entente cordiale of tho- Critnean war
was the consequence of .the calijhlened
statesmanship of the late Emperdy Loms
Narortos, vhosd sagicious hind.pijroeived

tho truo interests of Franco to congidtin pro-
serving tho-balauve of power ov’ihacontt.-

.nent of Europe, ).he_r‘e‘py~¢1ianrinj’ft§’i\t._{i¢§pg

by which ske prospered so-mud} énd whirh

! could Have been maintaiped 2ofhisdiyware
lit not. for the incompotenps .and:stupid
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