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is equal to 15 in. or 16 in.of urmour, and we |
may caloulato that an 80 ton gun will pene-
trato 24 in., unless the cununing device of
the Infloxible breals up the shell outside
the second plate. Iu such warfaro us we
aro now oontomplating the first hit may

rove momentous. If anentering projectile,
in addition to its own explosion, wore to live
one of those huge cartridges of which we
have spoken,the effect between decks would
bo tremendous, The meore smoke would
bo n sorious matter—far moreso than inone
of Nelson’s ships with its many ports and
freo ventilation. For humauity's eake we
can only hopo that these proparations for
war will secure the continuuance of ponce.—
London Standard.

ANNUALPR[I;L.

—

The Minister of Militin slated in the
THouse of Commons on Monday, in reply to
aquestion put by Mr. Stephenson,thay it was
tho intention ot the Governmout to reduco
the strength of the Volunteer Force and
that it was more than probable thatthe
residue would go into camp during the pre-
sent year. Wo are not yet aware of the
nature of the Government Militin Scheme
and consequently cannot form any idea of
the number of men who will be required to
drill during the present year. A reduction
of the present nominal strength of the Vol-
unteer Force is a step in the right diiection.
In anticipation of going into camp, officers
in this vicmity are commencing the annual
filiing up of their ranks. We have reason
to believe that it is the intention of the
Government to increase the pay of the meun,
which would reduce a better class of re-
cruits to join the ranks, Officers of corps,
especially infantry corps, should be more
particular rogarding the class of men they
take into their ranks. No encouragement
should be given to drunken loafers, and
imbecile old men to connect them-
seives with a battalion siniply for the pur-
pose of filling up the ranks during the time
spent in camp. Tho Volunteer Force
should be made as attractive as possible to
all classes of cur young men,but notbing can
Jjustify an officer in enrolling on his com-
pany list every incapable character whomay
present himself as a recruit.  Active, intel-
ligent young men are the most needed. Mo
such the duties of camp life will prove a
plensure and a pleasant change from the
monotony of every day occupation. In

things, and if theso defects wore candidly
expnsed by the press of the country in gen.
eral we aro disposed to think an improve
nient wonld bo theresult. We hopo that it
our lonol curps is called out to porform its
annual diil} in camp, its ranks buy be litled
with n creditablo cluss of men and that om-
ployers will allow every fucility to onable
those in thuir employment conngoted there-
with to obey the call of their officers.— Chro-
nicle and News May 15th.

- —————
CILEEDMOUR,

THE COMING OUNTHST.

The Jew York Times of Siturday siys :

*The prospect of the comming match with
the Irish team whe won the Elcho Shicld at
Wimbledon lnst yenr, has put our National
Riflo Association, or, to be more precise, its
subordmute element, tho Amateur Riflo
Club, on its mettle, and, accordipgly, they
are preparing for vigorous practice in antici
pation of the contest. That this is a wise
precaution cannot be doubted, for the Irish
eight (ussuming that nothing will interfere
to prevent their crack shots coming for
ward) are good marksmen; their Wimble.
don prestige must, if possivie be sustained,
and their practice on their ranges at Dolly
mount, nesr Dublin, is usually of a very
assiduous and thorough kind.  The efforts
of the Amateur Rifle Club witl, the:cfore, be
directed towmid getting together the best
-marksmen, who shall huave abundunt prac.
tice, and how, when the time comes, (not
sooner than the 15th Ssptember, or later
than the 15th October,) shall be in proper
form to meet their Ivish compeutors, The
lvish teaw are the challengers, and tho pro.
gramme which they proposed for theaccept
ance of the riflemen of America has been
agreed to on behalf of the latter by the Ama.
teur Rifle Club, with the exception of one
of them, fixing the minimum numbers of
competitors. ‘This the challengers desired
to fix at four, but the fle Club think that
six ought to be substituted. 'T'he terms ot
the 1 &'ch, 18 amended, would thus read as
follows:

*'Team—Eiwch team- to consist of not
more than eight or less than six men, at the
opton of the Irish, whose diciston will be
anuounced on thewr urrival at New York.
‘Ihe American team to be composed exclu
sively of riflrmen born in the United States,
‘The 1+ith team to consist of men quahtied to
shoot in the Irmsh cight at Wimbledon.

view of & camp being formed here nt an
early day, tho ofticers should, we take the
hiberty of suggesting to thuse in autharity,
be instructed to “read up” their drill,
s0 a3 to bo the botter prepared to in-
struct their men, Itisa too nutorious f ot
that a very lurge proporticn of the oflice s
of the Force are sadly deficient in tbis re-
spect, Some of them msy have never open
ed a drill book since they left the Military
School, and theconsequence is that they are
not **posted” in the changes which ara
frequently made, and they even forget wh-t
they did learn. There is someo excus) for
tne rank and file being ignorant, but none
cun be urged in defence of officers. Obsel-
cte words of command are sull to bo heard
- used by officers who certainly should kuow
better, which proves that they ate not ac-
guaioted with the changes. It is a humilia
ung specincle to see oflicers displayingig-
noranco of dill in the presence of their men,
which cannot increase the contrienco thoy
should have in each other, Uur remarks
apply to the Force in general and not to
apy corps in particular, Fuctesie stubborn

¢ Rifles—Any, not exceeding ten pounds
weight; minimum pull of tngger three
! pounds. 1he Awmernicaus to shoot with
tifl s of Yona fide American manufaclure,
The Irish to shoot with rifles manufre-
tured Ly Messrs. Johu Rigby & Co., of
Dublia,

* Sighis, Ammunition, Targets, and Murlk*
ing—To be according to printed regulations
in force at Wimbledon, 1373 which are
similar to those of the Nativnal Rifle Assor
cintion, ’

¢ R ges—Eig1t hundred yards,9)0 yards-
and 1.0yu yards,

“ Number o Sho's Fifteen. at cah range
by eacts cowpetitor.

** P'rovious Practice—The Irish team to be
allowed the use of the range for practice for
at least two days beforo the match,

¢ Pusition— Any; no urtificial rest to be
used either for the 1ifle or person of the
shooter,

* Mr. Leach,on the part of the Irish team,
gaarautees to deposit, on his arrival at New
Yoi k, with the National Rifle Associition

of America, the sum of £100sterling, » 1o

sum to be deposited by the Amerioun team,
nnd this suny of £200 to be handed over tu
theCaptain for division among the members
of the winning team,

*Targets, ranges, and all accessories for
carrying out the match to devolve on the
Ameticans. “I'he Ameticans {o chooso a Re-
fereo to ncl for their tenm, Mr Lecch will
act in the oipacity of Refereo for the Irish
tenm, and the two Referces shall mutunly
solect an umpire, to whom, in case of ditter
enco of opinton, they shall refer, ond whoso
dicision sball be final. T'ho terms of the
mateh to bo signed by Geo. W. Wingate, on
behall of the Amateur Rifle Club, and by
Avthur Blennerhnsset loach, on bLehlf of
the Irish team. Duplicate coples of this pro-
gramme to be exchiunged, and all necessury
arrangemonts to ho completed on or before
the 13t day of June, 1874, Should either
team fuil to make an appearance on the day
oid hour agrece 1 upon for the mateh,the team
they present wmny clsim the champlonship
and gtukes,

“In accepting the challenge the Amateur
Rifle Club do not cliitn that they include
among thewr members the best rillemen of
America, but they asnume to anct as the re*
presentativés of the riflemen of the country
generally, for the purgose of placing the
watter in such a shupe as to permit all who
prove themselves competent to compete,
irrespective of their rosidence or member:
ship. They therefore request that all native
born Americans wlhe ave interested in rifle
stooting, and who ued "¢ to form part of tho
team which is to represent America in the
furtheoming mateb, will at once commenco
practising for the purpose. and will, on or
before the 1st of July next, forward to Mr.
Fred. P. Fairbanks, the Sacretary of the
Club, a score of f(ifteen consecutive shots
wmade at each distance named in the pro*
gramme, in o form furnished for the pur
pose. Then, sowelime during July or
August, une match or more will be held at
Creedmaor tu shoot for places in the team.
From the competitors making the best scores
upon these occasions the Execcutive Com:
nuttee wil, select & certain number who will
shuot uginst each other until the best shots
are definitely nscertained. and these only
will be allowed toshootin ' & team compet®
Ing with the Insh visitors. in the matchat
Wimbledon, at which the latter won the
Elcbo slueld, their average score was 149 37
points out of a possible 130, or 3 32 a shot,
but bhe Amateur R.fla Club are fully satis*
ficd thatthereare many riflemen in Americs
fully as expert, anid they feel quite sanguine
as to the result of the match should they be
induced to engage in the undertaking
Fnere 1, at all ovents, nu doubt entartaied
that, apart from the National Guawd prac’
tice, the most interesting feature of the sen’
son at Creedmoor wall be this international
match with the Irish eight,” —AN. Y Zimes.

WEeAr oF GoLD AND Sirver.~It appears
from experiments made in St. Petirshurg
that, contrary to the opihion generally en-
tertained, gold coin wenrs away fuster than
that of silver I'wenty pounds of gold half.
imperials, an1 as much of silver copecks—
colns of «bout the same sizo—were put into
new barrels, mounted like churns, which
were kept turning.fop four honrs contin-
uously. It wus then found, on weighing the
the coins, that the galil ones had lost 64
grammes, the si'ver cnes onlv 34 ; but as
the numer of gold picces was Y8 per cent.
less than those of silver, the propartien is
of course, greatet to that amount in favour
of the Iatter. Tho silver ulso contuined
more alloy than the gald.



