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‘To Conunsroxvexrs.—Letters addiessed to
either tho Editor or Poblisner, as well ac
Communictions intended for publiction,
must, invariablebe pre paid.  Cotivspan
dents will also bear o nund that ene cua
o: the envelape shoulid be left apen, and
2t the corner the wonda ** Printet’s copy ™
eritten md a0 or e cvnt st (ae
cording to the weghi of the ommunics.
tion) pliesd therenn will py the pastage

e —

It wad long beld as x € ue maxim that the
strength of a ship or foirtress shou'd e
measurerd by the number of wen in-id.-
either, all other :ccessories leing equal g
and there is nothing yet. in all the mechan-
joul chnges which have so madified the
characier of naval or military sichitecture,
to prove tho prapositian cither talse o
obsolete.  The system of fhuning batteries,
of which Mr. Reip is st once the inventos
and tha spastle e s.tied 1o hve all then
requirements falfithal by few agtitlery
men, A feW stqlers, it fow irenen, ste 110
l's gumd ol mstines, aud @ suthewem
sprinkling of officers to comumund the
whole—the total, fiom captain to calin
hoy. rangmng fram 15) 1o 50, acconing 1o
size. For purposes of mere harbour defences
aud 83 scLieCluws, it 13 guite possitle tha
such » ship's cowpany 18 quite svlliciens ¢

bur acrengiang livet 18 0 neceesny, aud the
«fliciency of such an srmmtent is to be
measmied by the number of alile sesmen
that man it, quite as much as by the offen-
ave and defensive capabilites of the ma.
- hines employed,

It is aleo cvident that mern flonting
«oflins or cheese buxes hike the Devastation
tre Dot ealeulated for the active requiro
ments of naval warfure, and that, except ns
wmoauxiliary to be corefelly hustunded,
steam as a motive power is not destined to
bo the main agent in the propulsion of
O ¢ Ciuisers,

A3 coming events cast their shadows
hefore, 50 the return of tho British Admi.
vilty to a sound state of mind. as evidenced
by the construction of the Skalk. leads to
the conclusion that the duy for the exhibi
aon «f the best quilities of able seamen
hive not passed aw.y, and that our fleets
will be commanded by something more
nearly resembling the men of NerLsox's time
than the present combination of engineers
md amtillery  otlicers i command of the
Royal Navy.

OF coutse, like il othier general rales
this is proved by exceptions, and we are
Nhappy to say they are neither few nor far
actween ; but it is impossible to read one
f the valwible papers on naval subjects
~hich have of luite yems aj peared in the
Journils of the Ryl United Service Insti
aniion without buing sttuck with the evi
lence of a 1. ck of knawnledge o! seamanship
shich pervades the Royal Navy ; nud for
this there is gand 1eson. When an officer
inds that he his not the contiol of the
motive power which propels his vessel, he
wis only to stwldy the conditions under
thi~h it ¢ be applied.  As long as sail
puteer Wis the wmotor, the atmnspherice eon
bttons Wi re necess aily keenly studied, and
e mechamerl applicstion of the power
under »ny ar every phase of the vurying
clenr e wineh ie was to Lo applied
wrgerly vestgited, The peper disposi
aon ulfa #2ail at the nizght mowent effected
e o' §oot eought, 2ud a0 thorough know
weldge of the comphicted mochmisia of a
-aiitng vessel, with the alility 10 reduce it
v praetiee, disvlayed the sble seaman,

When  steam supetsided 5.l power,
unther state ol things was socn. The navé
qating licutenant, who had superseded the
-athng master, wes actudly only aceount
wble for the teim o the vesse).  He neithes
nad o cottld have more cantiol over his
astine Uin any other antsidey whose orders
o go ahead or nstern shanll be oleyed by
Toe engneer s causigaently, it wis not s
aatier of pram iy necossaty that he ebould
know mare than the tendency of the specitic
vty 0 the mies with which he had 1o
teal when in wodon. The change that
would subatinte fur cuch o state o, things
soatnanshije 11t trapeer sceceptation wounld
Lo a much desired improvement.

Taw sixth of Ootober will be & memorab'y
t day in the annals of La Bells Frunce, for op
that day was arraigned at the har of u cowmt
martil, presided over by a Princo of the
blood of one of the three dynastics now
struggling for the throne of that unluck;
countiy, u soldier grown grey in her service,
emineut alike for his military abilities, hLis
undaunted cournge, and his overwhelming
misfortune, — Marshal Bazaisg, thoe com’
mauder in chiof of more than thirty legions
of the soldiers of the Iato French empire,
and the unlucky General, who,by a series of
rapidly succeeding events, was obliged to
submit to tho disgrace of the Cuudine Fork,
without benefitting his country.

‘The suldier 1lint bas followed intelligently
the series of events that led to the surren
der of Metz will feel a pang of sorrow for
the disgraceful manner in which the firgt
soldier of France hus beeu treated by the
Goveinment and people of that country,
and will bo at 1o loss to understund why
donkeys will bray at the captive lion.

There can be very lttle doubt that the
defence will show plainly the stute of disor-
gnnization into which the Frenoh tioopm
must have filen was not confined to the
rank und file alone, and that many of the
Marshal’s accusers did more by their onn
neglect and insubordination to biing s
aster and disgrace on their country thun the
cowardico and want of discipline so freely
charged against their soldiers; henceitis
convenient and a highly politic act on the
part 1o join in the cry against the man whose
inisfortunes aro greatest, and whose il
fortune it has been to holld the command o!
demoralized troops and political Generals.

It is not necessary Lo go over the charges
agiinst the Marshal ; but it is an evil prece.
deat to deal thus with a brave anld gallan
soldicr for evils which were the result of
the plottings of a set of scoundrels mn Paris.
Tho rascally agitators that ciipplid the
enagies of the Empire, prostrited their
countiy in the dust, nwurdered her most
cminent citizens, and burned her eapital,
e allowed to walk at lage, and find it
their interest to make the first soldierin
France t seipegoat to hide their own wil
lansics.

Tuis not surpising to see the grandson of
the infamous L'Egalite presiding at suchs
mockery of a coutt martial. e sic ificrd
bis kimsmw and sovereign tu the sane
culoties of Paris, in hopes to ill tho throne.
while his descemlant is quite swilling
please the Communists by sac.ificing s«
scapegoat to their thust for iun «cent blood
a soldier who unght have etood in the way
of a sunilar ambition

I he lollowing descaption of the seene
court, »nd comments on this extraordiniry
case, are fiom our contemporary the Droad
Ariow, whose report of tke nial wil e
found 1n another page:

*Round the horse-shoe tuble, covered
with green cloth, are seated ten ganersl




