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is simply to got rofusod, in order thus lo}
havo o grievanco rveady to Lo produced at
tho right moment. With this grievance
rankling in their bosom they will Lide thew
time, preparing themsolves for the struggle,
and fomenting tho iveitation of thoe English,
who will ehafo under the necessity of doubl-
ing tho strength of their colonial army, now
33,637 regulars and 172,600 paid volunteers
without counting tha 63,000 men an sarvice
in India,  They would also be compelled to
re-garrison those colonies, such ag Now Zea.
land, Australia, and Now South Wales,
which had becen left to take care of them-
selves, Tho United States in short, fim at
stripping Great Britain of her continental
possessions in America and the adjacent is-
lands, and not by meaus of waron n groat
seale, but by a piratieal war directed not
against tho flects of England but against her
merchant shipping. Can Eurapo loolk on
with indifference while this ubly conceived
scheme i3 carvried out? Above all, if tho
Alahama claims bo admitted and receive an
official sanction, soas to bo hencelorth re-
cognized a8 & canon of intornational law, the
position of a neutralalready difticult enough,
would in all future wars, become even tnore
irksome and dangorous than that of a belli-
grent. Besides the Uuited States would
soon themselves bo the victims of the new
theory, for Bismark is already at work and
an oflicial inquest has been opened upon
tho question of American neutrality during
tho Isst war. No Stato would be at liberty
to shapo its own policy in the event of war.
.« « Dut in war between America and
England the question would grow to gigan-
tic proportions. At the present time the
British passessions may be said to Lelong
commercially to the entire maratime com.
munify. Every flag may traffic thercon the
same footing a3 the Union Jack. The Brit-
ish colonies bring Europe, Asin and Africa
into contact with the continent of Awmerien.
The gate is open, tho way is free, and if the
Cerberus of protection keeps watch and ward
on American ground, thero is at least no
prolitbition.  But if these British possessions
fell into the hands of America, the ocean sea-
board will be thenceforth closed to the com-
mer~ ~f theworld.  The sea will be Ameri-
cemr less thantho land. Andas ambition
feeds on conquest wo ask what will bo the
fate, in the other hemisgphere, of the colon-
1es of Spain, Portugal, Holland, and France
when those of tho faviathan of the sena shall
have been swallowedup? Tho suit which
the United States is now bringing against
England 1s therefore o matter of the deepest
interest forall Europe. I England is crush-
ed all Europe is crushed with her. Free
trade will succumb, and protection lord it
aver the American continent. The Merchant
Navy of Europe will be nomore. No huuts
can be set to the consequences of the tri-
umph of America over England.  The prm-
«iple ol commercial legitimacy will hue
found its Henry the Fifth. We think thete-
fore, that Europo should take up a resoluto
position in the matter. Great Biitamn s
powerful enough to bear the brunt ot the
war, materially speaking, Sho has ships,
men, money, experience, pride and pluck,
But tho mornl support of Europe would
make hor doubly strong and muluply hee
meansof action. Let tho Old World umte
wresistance to the audacious pretensions of
tho Now, as in a State all parties forget ther
differences in the face of the enemy.”

The following letter which wo take fram
the Witness puts the case of the main issues
affecting our Military Organization very

plainly before the public, It i¢, a5 the
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writor truly stales, between the Balle? and
tho present systom tho chiof difficulty is to
bo founl. We are of opinion, howover, that
the 1eal solution of the probiem will be
found in a pcdl fax Ly which gentlemen who
desire or pejoice m exemption must pay for
tho privilege, and it should ho of such an
amount as to nnke it a consideration. The
ballot will foree into the ranks threo classes
not wanted, the iacapable or cowardly—~the
unwilling~und those whio would bo better
employed at olher business.

In any cise short of invasion none of theso
classes shouhl be atlowod to serve : no posi-
tive good corll ariso from employing them
awd the ballot «ill be no remedy if they are
exempt.

‘Tho trae conrse nppoars to he that of pay
ing those who will servo liberally, aud foster

a marlial spirit at thosamo time.

We «do not arguo with the writer in his cs.
timate of what s been alroady effected ov
its money value, the facls aro agoinst his
nssumptions although existing eviis and
their consequences aro fairly pointed out.

(1 the Editor of the Witnes )

Su.—Having Lwo or thico friends in the
volunteer force, I nm in tho way of hearing

something now and then about military
mlters ; and conversing with one of these
friends tho other day, Iasked if there was
to be a deaft for the militia this year, and
was informed that nothing was known ns to
the intontions of the Governmeunt ; but if
they depeniled on volunteors for tho annual
gathering this summer, they would bo mis-
taken, as it was feit to be n rogular farcae
that year after year thn samo mnien should
be dragged out, and a parcel of lnzy fellows
lelt at home, who only liughed at those who
were fools enough to go.”’

A Tew days after, [ was speaking to a
country volunteer oflicer, and asked him
what his opinion of the ballot was. e ro.
y iied that it would be very welcome, as then
411 would have their share, instead of as now
—a few willing men haviug to do all the
work; and i being very often an actual
matter of turning out, personally to obligo
therr officers, having in fact to bo coaxed to

0.

Now sir, here are twoaccounts, both sub-
stantially agreeing, and showing that the
present system is alt wrong. Either let us
hve o business-like force, or give up this
child’s play, and cease mulcting the couuiry
of avery large yearly sum which does no
good. Can it bo oxpected that officers will
contirually 2o on exerting their personal
wflucnce to Lring out men fora big military
spect.cle 2—Tor this is what it amounts to;
any thisy hike tho rigil discipline necessary
to geb real work done, being an utter impos-
sthlity with men who do not really feol they
ave soldiers, but who, on the contrary goout
with a vague et of having » ¢ good time.”

Surely this sart of nounsense ought to bo
put o stop 1o, nud the people of Canada
made to feel that every man musteontribute
his share towards tho country’s defenco;
amd that no nation can with impunity no-
glect culavating the art of war, any mors
than 2 gold train could safely pass through
a long line ot country without a strwg es.
et Uur mattonal honor i3 our pobl. Let
us be propared to defend it at all hazwds,
and (o nuintain a digoified tone to those
who may be disposed {6 {reat us with any
want of respect ; and to do so we must have

ovganized a thoroughly cllective force, Wo
have the material, than wlich no betler
oxists in any country. Let us then utihzot.

Ifthe hallog is put in furce, commanding
oftivers will a0 to tho ansual training this
voar with full vanks, and with moen who will
feel that it is no holiday nasquernde, but n
serions duty which therr country has called
on them to perform.

I'rotmin yours truly,
Montreal, Maveh 30, 1872, iR
—— e

UCEAN STEAM LINES,

The following i3 u completo list of the
lines and number of vessels running from
Amorican ports to Euavapo in 1872, show
;pg also the date of tho establishmentof each
ine.

1860. Allan  Line, (British), twenty
steamers from Montreal and Quebece to Liv-
erpool,

1860. Allan Line (British), four steamers,
from Baltimoro to Ilalifax and Liverpool.

1856, Anchor Line (British), cightoen
steamers, from New Yorl toLondonderry and
Glasgow.

1856. Anchor Linoe (British), twolve steam.
ers, from New York to Marseilles, &c.

1871. Ballic Liovd's (German), five stoawm-
ers, from Now York to Copenhagen and
Stettin.

1840. Cunard Line (British), twenty four
steamers, from New York to Cork and Liv.
erpool.

1865. Fronch Line, six steamers from New
York to Brest and Havre.

1855. Hamburg Line (German), lifteen
steamers, from Now York to Hamburg.

1855. tamburg Line (German,) threo
steamors, from New Orleans to Havre and
IIamburg.

1851, Inman Lino (British), sixteen steam.
ers, jrom Now York to Qucenstonn and
Liverpool.

1866. Liverpooland Great Western (Gu-
ion Line), ten stoamers, from Now York to
Queenstown and Liverpool.

1866. Liverpool and Miseissippi Line (Brut-
ish) six steamers, from New Orleans to Liv-
erpool.

1866. Liverpoo' Southern Line, (Brilish)
cight steamers, from Now Orleans to Liver-

ool.
P 1866, London and New York J.iae (Brit-
z]sh) four steamyr= from New York to Lon-
on,
1869. London Line (British). four steam-
ers, from Montreal and Quebee to London.
1864, National Lino (British), twelve
steamers, from New York to Cork and Liver-

0ol,

1836. North German Llovd's Line, four-
teen steamers, from New York (o Soath-
ampton and Bremen.

1856, North German Lloyd’s Line four
steamers, from Baltimore to Bremen,

1866. North German ILloyd’s Line, threo
steamors, from New Orleans to Havre and
Bromen.

1871. Whito Star Line (British), six steam-
ers, from New York 0 Queenstown and
Liverpool,

1872, Amerlcan Steamship Company, four
steamers, from Philadelphia to Liverpool.

During the season of 1872 there will be 21
steamers running from Montreal and Quaebec,
142 from New York, 4 from Philadelphis, 8
from Ballimore, and 20 from New Orleans.
This immenso fleet of ocoan steamers, is al-
most exclusively owned by foreign capital-
isls, {0 tho oxclusion of Amorican vessels,
Philadelphia is theslowest on the list, and
should bo thohighest. The Deloware should
be the building yard and commorcial port of
thocontincnt.— Exchange.



