[}

318 ¢

Jomn o R .
derfully adaptable.  Its adoption has been
urged for many years in the English service
by Sir Francis Head, in difteront books and
pamphlets, and the Russian cavalry havo
put it to practical uso sinco 1814, After tho
battle of Montmirail in that year, General
Osten Sacken suceeeded in carvying off all
the heavy guns in_his retreat by harnessing
fifty Liorsemien withlong ropes 10 each piece.
Although tho ground was of the heaviest
nature, the guns wero brought off without
difficulty, At the camps of instruction in
the Russian servico the use of the lasso har-
ness is constantly practised.

In our own cavalry, at the commencement
of the war, sets of lariat ropes were issued,
with iron picket pins. These were soon dis-
used. Their intention was {o confine the
horse at night, and permit him to grazc
while so tethered. Tn practico it was found
that tho horses were certain to get entangled
in the ropes, and cut their hind pasterns
very dangerously. ‘fhe picket was far.too
short to be of any use, and the ropo too
weak., But a modification of the system
might bo made very useful. A lariat rope
of suflicient strength, of leather if practicablo
to be used to drag off guns, waggons, etc.,
would proye a most valuable addition to our
cavalry equipment.

In the matter of foraging this is more es-
pecially the case. Grain is always collected
from farmyards, and there is not a farm any-
where in which one or more carts or way-
gons are not (0 be found. If the foraging
party numbered, say fifty men, height or ten
of them would bo amply sufficient to drag a
lIoaded waggon back to the regiment. A
waggon can easily beloaded with fivo or six
thousand pounds of grain, which would take
in the horseback system of transportation,
from one hundred to ono hundred and
twenty horses to carry, at fifty pounds a
horse. Tho rest of the party would be dis-
posable as vedettes, scouts, and escort, if
foraging in presenco of the cnemy. If bad
mudholes intervened, any force up to fifty
horses is instantly available to extricate the
load of forage No time is requisite to har
ness up.  £ach man puts the noose oy lasso
around the waggon atsome or any projection,
and fifty horses can pull as well as one.

This system of foraging will be found par-
ticularly good in case of an attack by the
enemy. A foraging party as at present con-
stituted 1s almost defenceless.  Every horso
ia so heavilyloaded that he cannot gallop
fast or far. Thoe forpge has to be thrown off
if fighting begins, andif the attack is repell-
cd much time is lost in picking it up again.

By impressing carts and waggons, anl
using lasso or lariat ropes, this trouble is en-
tively avoided. Four horsemen are suflicient
to drag the waggon and the vest of the men
are availablo to protect it. The lassos can
e detached instantly, or the waggons can be
abandoned by all hands till the enemy is re-
pulsed. It will not run away, aud the enemy
cannot carry it off unless he too carri s las-
s0s.  Rut if foraging parlies are atlacked nt
all, it will almost always be by guerillas, par-
tisan (roops raised in the surrounding coun-
try, and quite unprovided with regular equip-
ments. Once beaten off the journey canbe
vesumed. IT tho worst comes to the worst,
it s but an ordinary fight.

. By using lassos, impicssing cats, and put
ting all foraging parties under charge of
officers of the Quartermaster’s Department
many abuses and dungers will be avoided.
Nine foraging parlies out of ten are attack-
ed whilo seattered and plundering. Under
tho carrying system the scattering is al
most unayoidable. Every man has {o be o
work, and vigilance is relaxed.
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Under tho system advocated all this is
changed. Foraging will bo dono by brigades,
not regiments. A party strong enough to
protect itself from any attack, say a troop
from cach regiment, tho whofo about one
hundred strong, is detailed to accompany
the brigado quartermaster. Ono oflicer of
the day should command this escorf, which
should bo prepared-for just one thing, to
fight if necessary. ‘The quartermaster should
have his clerks, orderlies, cte., detailed to
act as scouts while on the march, to rango
aliead and ascertain the location of stores of
grain, barns, farms, ete, ‘I'hese men should
bo as lightly equipped as possble to enable
them to be good scouts. 'The present prac-
tice is that they become genteel idlers on a
march,

Tho nearvest farm being found, it should
bo quickly occupicd, the party moving on
tho trot. A cardon of pickets should bo
thrown around at once, and tho escort halt-
cd, while the oflicers and ono or two men
enter thefarm yard. All negotiations should
bo conducted by the oflicers alono. The
owner of the house should be civily treated,
and told that food and grain are all that is
to bo taken. IHe is certain to bo civil, In
those parts of the South in which the most
intense acrimony existed during the lato
war, I never remember an instance where
civility on our part did not bring corres-
ponding civility from the enemy. The men
should on no account be allowed to pillage
for themselves. They are perfectly certain
to plunder, and in that case to rouse enough
acrimony of feeling to render guerilla war
fare a certainty.

A working party should Le detailed to
dismount, unarmed. to load up tho waggons
with whatever is available. If their arms
are left themn, they are sure to bully some
oncon the premises when out of sight of
their oflicers. 'Tho waggons being loaded
with grain it must be remembered that ten
thousand pounds will be a full day's rations
for a thousand men), the question of food
'should always be decided in a manner as
merciful to the non-combattant as possible.
An ox furnishes more meat if he s driven
away, and causes less exasperation of fecl-
jing, than the slaughter of a yard full of
'chickens,  An officer should always take as
little as he possibly can, consistent with
feeding thé command.

The advantages of foraging by brigades,
and of ustng drag ropes (o haul forage, are
maunifold.

TFirst. You carry away more forage, and
distribute it with less waste, Lesides incur
ring no mare danger than oa picket duty.

Second. Your own discipline remains per-
fect, witl.out that inevitable relaxation that
comes of maraudering and even of individ
ual foraging,

Thrd. The country peopie are less exas
I perated.

This Iast advantage is ve:y appreciable.
[ Under irresponsible individual foraging the
poor farmer is no sooner quit of one party
of the enemy than others come galloping up
yelling like fiends. The poor man is kept
in a continual state of anxiety and alarm,
and his helpless family of women aro liable
to constant insult. It is theso iLsults of
marauders more than tho losses that raise
tho spirit of guerilla warfare in a country-—
a spirit of all others the most annoying in
lits results to a regular army., A corps of
cavalry of three divisions, each of three bri

#7J0s, »uder the brigade system of foraging
will only hove to find nine well to-do farmers
'within & radins of five miles or & circuit of

Ithirly. Each farmor will cnly receive one

[May £9, 1871

visit, and if' ho has not enough ho will very
gladiy tell you the name of his next neigi
bor, s0 as to cqualize tho burden and save
himself. Very few farmers canncs furnish
fifty sacls of somo sort of grain or its equiva
dent in hay, and a hundred sacks will feed
» brigade for & whole day. Itis true thut
you borrow the man’s waggon; but as it
will bo left in camyp, ho can easily get it the
next day, when the column moves on. Ni.
farmers out of ten will be glad to purchase
exemption from marauders at such & nrice

War is o cruel thing at its best, and in .
cavalry raid, living oft’ the country, the ba-
barities committed ave often inconcetvable.
I'he exasperation of feeling caused by thau,
is suro to produce the guerilla spirit, or busl,
whackers. Tho exeesses conunitted by ou
own forces in the Shenandoah valley and
other places brought on this phaso of wy
in Virginia. Tho consequences were su
grave, that to save his army from constant
raids, General Sheridan was compeiled t»
lay waste the whole valley, burning even
house and barn that would afford cover to
guertllas.  The measure, founded on g
necrssity, was worthy of Atuli. A dilferent
system at ths commencement of the w.:
severer discipline and less robbing, wo ')
have saved us fromn guenllas altogether.
The advantages of severe disciphne are
manifold. The country peoplo dread a well
disciplined army less, the enemy dreadit
more.  An army of marauders is lax in dis
cipline, and must go down before equaf
bravery and better discipline in its enemy's
troops.

Brigade foraging with drag ropes, as |
have recommended, removes all excuse for
straggling on the march, keeps tho com-
mand umformly supplicd, and excites th
minimum of ill feeling in the country, o
araid it will ve found the best way i any
country whatever, whether poor or rvich. ¥
the party has to visit several places m a
poor country, eaclh waggon should be sent
back, as loaded, with live or six men to
guard and drag it.  Care must bo taken not
to weaken the party too much in this way
however. In arich country a single I
farm will often supply a brgade.

Safeguards should in all cases Lo left at
houses that have supplied the troops, to
protect them from future pillage, Inafiend-
1y country, where foraging becomes neces-
sary, receipts should be given by the quar-
masters for feed and provisions. If the
Commissary Department is separated from
the Quartermaster’s Deparlment (which it
certainly ought not to be,) the brigade unl
regimentil commissaries must attend to thie
provision part of the foraging, rememdy ring
always the cconomy of flour or meal, as
mixed with meat in the invaluable « nenge
ration.

But as soon as a raid is over, and the e
alty has rejoined the Army, suphies shoa!!
be regularly issued. Nosystenr of furagmg,
however good, can supply an army for i
length of tume. The system ol making na
support war is well cnouga with an aclive
general who can end a campaign i sis
weels. 1f long siegcs and tedious operations
arc indulged 1n, & base and supplies aie ab
solutely nccessary.,  Cavalry is the only arm
of the service that can be said to be com
pavatively independent in this respeet. s
1ar as food 1s concerned, u well-equipped and
well-mounted body of cavalry thurty thou
sand strong, commanded by a gencial like
Sheridan, could march from onc end of the
United States to the other, and if placed 1n
Europe could do as they pleased, s sumuer,
from Paris to Moscow. But cven they are
forced to have a depot somewhere to supply



