
THE TEMPLE FOJITRESSES OF EGYPT.

WE extract the following Frorn Dr. Bel-
lows*s interesting book of travels cntitled
"The Old World in its New Fae."

Dendera, frin beingè the flrst of the terri-
pies we visited, and frorn its unusual state
of preservatidii, macle an extraordinary
impression upon us. As you approacli over
a clesert of sand andi the crurnbled debris
of the olci city o? Tentyris, the spot whcre
the Egyptians buit the boeof Athor
(the Greck Aphrodite,) your heart beating
with the excitement or a, first introduction
to an iEgypt:tani temple, you corne almost
suddenly (on account of niounds of sand
cutting off the prospect,)'uponi the view o?
a portico supportcd by four rows of six
colums each, and such coluznns as f'ýiirly
break down anticipations by their vastncss
and spiendor! Eight feet in diarneter, and
thirty- two feet in height. with capitals of a
composite order, inri wdch the circular head
is set round with flowvcis and interlaccd
leaves, they present the inost magnificent
introduction to lEgyptian temple architec-
ture. The piliers, indeed, are crowded.too
near together, and the vice of Egyptian
architecture as weIl as its characteristic,
arandeur-too mucli ilnatter to serve the
object for which. it is brought together, too
many columns to support the roof, too muchi
solidity for any requircd purpose of security
or stableness-is thus .at once brought
before you. Beyond the portico opens a
hall of six columns with 41hree rooms on
cither side ; ncxt succeeds a central ehnm-
ber, opening on oue side into two small
jrflj5 and on the other communîcating with
a staircase so low in its angles, so straight,
and long in its flight, and so beautifully
adorned ivith intaglio figures, that of itself
it holds your attention and brings you back
to it again and again. Then cornes another
chamber with two roorns on one side and
one on the other, which openis on tho adytuin
or sanctuary, whiich bas!% special archilecture
in its isolated position, and is a kind of tem-
ple wiýti a temple. A passagm leads en.

*tirely round it and opens on threc small
rooms on eacli side. The total length of the
temple is 220 feet, the front is 115 feet, and
the sides incline toward each other so that
the back wal! is only 82 feet %vide, This
was, a~s we afterward fbund, a, universal
feature of the temples. They artificially
increased the perspectivc efifèct of narrow-
ing tlic successive charnbers in a suite,*
which wcre so arranged so to allow a view
quite frai» the rear te the front and froin
the front to the sanctuary.

Usually an o'îter wall of un huri' -k
of great thickness und strength, surro-1'nd1ed
the ivliole temple, making it stilli more what
its mighty aud inaccessible wils, sinooth
and unbrokcn, liad alrcady renderedlt-
fortress. And this becarne more clear as wve
saw more and mor'e o? these temples-that
flhc early for»i of government in IEgyp>t
mnust have been strictly hicrarchicai, and
the pontiff thecir original king; that the
temples wveme literally the citidels of prios tly
poiver, the p)laces froni whichi they over-
awved and governed the people; and that,
after Mlenes's tiiue the kingly office, thoughi
distinct in some tieai-etie way fro» the
l)Iiestly, was buit upon the rcligious affec-
tions and fears o? flic people as at this day
in Russia the Czar lia thcý hcad of the Greek
Church, and in Tur-Xey thle Suitan the liead
o? tile M1oslemi faitlî. But iii Eg-,ypt,, warlike
as the counitry was, its cities ývecre wîthout
walls. Spite of Iorners hundred gated
Thebes, Thebes had no walls, and flomer,
if he did anything but guess, must have

niistaken the gates of her temples for the fortress, and was niearly the last placO
gates of the eity. But the temples, a I which the christian powers surrendered tW
h-ive said, were realIy niilitary fortresses, the Mussulman. Even now it is in go4d
large enougli te receive and proteet the condition as a fortreas, and might ofr"a
whole population in case of invasion, and strong resistance te maodqn weapOflS, woY0

strong enougb. as once happened, to, reast its armament equal teoits wais, which show
for thiree years the whole military force of as much engineering skill as is connnonlY
the monarcu when Thebes revolted against; seen in European works. But its cannO1'
bis authority. The tremendous strength and are terribly rusty, and exhibit siins of long
vastness o? their structures'is this, st least in negleet. Unpainted gunz and rickety car*
part, accounted for. The inside of the great riages are fit images of the decaying ,150r
and of the small charabers at Dendera., the cf the Turkiah empire,. and IL is safe to Bal
surface of the colunmns, the outer wall, each that Acre could not, with its preâent ans'
and every part of the structure ia covered ment, resiat a. single ship of war, under ahi
with hieroglyphics and sculptures-either European fiag, for a day. How differe1t
very lowx bas- reliefs or else intaglio work. from the day when the fower 'otChristfl'
Theso -sculptures are the-foirm of the goda dom for thirty.three days stood the si.egý Of
and geddesses-of Osia-is, lei, and Horus the Sultan Melik, who baaiely put its bralV
(the great Egyptian'.rinity);- of th(3 monarch defenders, conquered by irresistible powert
who hut or actded to the temple; - ofilus. te the sword 1Five hundred Knights of St.
trations o? bis history and warlike adven- John then held eut ln the citadel after tl'
turcs; or o? matters as hiere in Dondera, walls had ail been taken, until enly fttefl'
pertaining strictly te, Athor, who, represents were left alive.
the maternai principle at Dendera, u8 Isis
does at niost other temýples, aznd wiho la BEER IN BARJRACKàS.
sculptured here numberless turnes nunrsing
a young child, who~ -i saîd in the -hlèrogly- Breakfast ià not an'institu tion in any grobt
phics te hoe her, Éon. Ris pame was ýEhou, acceptation in a cavalry regirnent on Christ'
and lie is the third memiber cf the local mas merning. Whou the stable hour is 0 yet
triad, a;s Harpocrates was cf Isis and Osiris. a great many of the trôopers do not imne'

3MOSLÈM VIGOR IN TE VE 31IDD-LE AGES. (4tely reappear la the barrack room. Wi
Acre is nothing but a fortress, every thing dee they do not turn u p until long aft8r

else being strictly subordinated te, the the coffee is coldi and, when they do retU0 P
milita-y ýservice cf the- place. It, as every there is a certain. something about- -tbe1

bodiy knows, owes its! chief interest te, the which, te the experienoe>d observer, démgoi"
part il played lu the Crusaý les during the, strates the fact that, if they have iOeO-
two centuries farni about A. D. 1100 te, 1300, thirsty, they have net been quenching tbër
when 1 the werld's debate" was going on drought at the pumzp. It is a standing PtO'
touching the relative dlaims cf the Moslem zie te the uninitiated where the soldier io
Crescent and the Christian Cross torule lu barraeks contrives to obtain drink of amo,
the carth. 1Iere',those gteat knights. Bald- ing. The canteen la rigoroualy closed. $',
îvin and Philip Augustus and Richard CSeur one la allowed to go out cf barracks, and 110
(le l'ion, planted the standard cf the Red drink is allowed te corne in.i
(2xoss, aîîc, here Saladin, their equal ln chi A teetetallers' meeting hall could 3
valry and ia sincerity, gave the»a proofs that appear more rigidly dévoid of opportunit'do
?aith in the Arabian prophet had a féarful for indulgence than does a barrack duXîi¶viger in its mailed band. Hlere llocked the 'the mormng. Yet I will venture te Bal#
noble representatives o? aIl the the Ch ris - you go into any barrack in the three k"0'
tian powers of Europe to uphold the tremb- doms, aecost any soldier whe la not a
]in- banner o? aur faith, whose insecurity recruit, and offer te pay for a pot of b~
then, from. the canfident and chivaîrous that you will have an instant opportuffi
cimeters of the Moslem*, it la very hard for afforded ynu of putting your free had
the victeriaus spirit cf our modern ohristian design into execution any time after 'T i-e
civilization te do justice te. l dôa'IL think it would be grateftul io

Those who imagine that a zeal for the me to "1Spilt"1 unon the spots wrhere a
î-escue o? the Sepulchre and the holy places can be obtaine4 -in season ; maxy a
was the chief cause of the crusades, will has niy parched throat been thankfàlf
change Ilîir opinion whea they get a near the cooling surreptitious draugh4 oa
view of the nioslem failli, and see even iLs refuse te turn upon a benefactor ia a dor
present power te blast the regions over way. Therefore, suffice IL te, say the U0
ivhich it spreads. Ità vigor la the middle a bold dragoon, when he re-eaters the O
:igo.s was immense, as the monuments of rack room te geL ready for a Churh FmP i
its milita-y. and. ils religious pomp and has a wateniness about the eye,and a k
î>owver. 110w iii ruitic ail over Lgypt, Syria, ness in the teague, which tet ef som8te
and iu-key, fully attest. Christian civi- ètrenger than the matutinal ooffee. Ilii
lization dcl à-ght te feagr il, and ho withatand when the trumpet sounds whiecal
il with ai its might, and the best way te regiment to assemble on the parader r
vithstand il wvas te carry_ the war into the there la a dire misgiving in the
enemy'B country. many a staiwart fellow, who la ooiiw-

i.he Crusades, whose vast traces are left that his face, as well as hia speech,"
lu a lhousand ruins along the Syrian coast, eth hlm."1 But the lynx eyed 00,0were a, maguificeut outhux-at of half terrified, au thority, who2, another time, would bOd »_1liai? iusulted Chiristendom lu behaîf cf ils on a stagger like a card player on th0,ý4
owil altars, scriously threatened with desola- trick, and read aflushed face aap*8 8 k-
lion frai a hateful ri-val faith, none the lesa te the guard room, are genially &V1i
dreadcd because a parody cf' Jewish and mornm'g ; and se long as a ma
Christian dogmnas, with their chareteristic the capacity of looking modrately 5i"
spirit, turiied backward. Acre waa the te his own front, and cf geing right'f aà
centre et' Cliristian a trenglh in the Holy without e. flagrant lurch, he la net 100e,
Land. lai a beautiful bay, juut hait way Ia a critical spirit on the Christmas
beîwen Carmnel and the Scala Tyriorum, or parade. And se the regimeat msrcbl 1V
Stxiirs of Tyre, it looks acress a broe.d aad te church, the band playwng merrill
fertile plain ef sixteen- miles' lerxgth -and fronté I much fear there la ne verY 0'<V
eight or ton miles' breadth te, the. hbis of sease in the bosems ef the majoritY Of/
Galilee. ln the crusading times iL was a. sacrod errand on which they are boal
mighty, and deemned te be an impregnable Saint Fauf' #for Jamtary.
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