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MISSION FIELD.

Letter from Trinidad,
For the Revicw,
Tuesarvxa, Trisian, Nov. 30th, 1894,

Since my return from Gireat Britam, part of o copy of ono of

yaur numbers for 1584, page 340, dato lost, has fallen under my
notiee,  That page contaws o paragraph headed ¢ Young Mission-
aries, which 1s hiable to be misunderstood and fitted to do injury
to the canse of missions. For that renson and that only, do I
notiee it,  In the fist sentence you tell your readers that ¢ Dr. Cust
the yveuerated member of tho Comunttees of the four chief proaely-
tizany sovr «t1es of Great Britamn, has published the results of his
long experienco und devoted labors in the Protestant cause, experi-
ence mamed during twenty cight years of contimuous devotion to the
tussienary canse,” Your deseription of Dr. Cust, and of the
Socteties of which ho1s “ the venerated member,” is rather vogue
anel pocaliar. But passing over that ** twenty oight years of con-
tinuous devotion to the missionary cause ™ ia regarded as entitling
kim to wpeak w.th authority.  Aud this is the substanco of what
ho <avs, us quoted by you, from the London Weekly Times:—~¢1f
Dr. Cust as grieved by tho falso sensationahsm of missionary
metho ts st home, he 18 more deeply puned by the comfortable
scenlarny of many missionaries abroad. It scetus to him, and he
very planly states the rensons of his behef, that the missionary
voration has degenerated into an casy means of subsistence to
unmbers of half edueated youths of the lower middle class who
want an wcomo upon which to murry young. Early marriage
appears indeed from these pages to bo ono of thecommon incentives
of the missionary life. Ono of the frequent hindrances to mission.
ary work, and ono of the chief causes to the misapplication of mis-
sionary fands. ¢ Some nussionary societies and training colleges,’
says Dr. Cust, * huve become mere matrimonial agencies. Thg
young public servant 1n Indin does not marry directly he lands in
the country, and yct hives a holy life, ho waits until he has learnt
hts duty and mastered the language by living amon, the people.
W by should not young mssionaries exert the same meansure of self-
denial?*'” Wo have here o certaficate of character to our civil
servants in India; and a stern condemnation of ** many " missiou-
aries, X wr conmment is:—* This testimony, in regard to the moral
hfo of our pubhe servants in India 15 valuable as coming from an
eve witness who passed a quarter of a century 1n the closest per-
sonal contact with them, and whose own deep religious convictions
would have mado him intolerant of delinquencies.” That is, you
accept gladly on bebalf of the civil servants, and leave unquestioned
tho truth of tho facts, and the wisdom of tho opinion, expressed
concerning the missionaries. Joth are so oxtreme that I doubt
their correctness.  The ono is teo good, tho other too bad, to bo
true. Tho charges brought against many missionaries are, their
** comfortable sccularity ;" their ** lack of zeal,” ** tho missionary
vocation has degenerated into an easy means of subsistence,” and
their want of ** seli-denial ** or self-control, leading them to becomeo
nussionaries for tho sako of an early marriage. This accusation is
ouc to blast the character of every missionary against whom it is
proved. The guilty are spoken of as **many” *“numbers,” tho
tow-mndedness as ** common,” transforming training colleges into
* mero matrunomal agencices,™ # .d contributing, as ** achief cause
to ** the musapplication of mir sonary funds,” Tho country namned
18 Indin, where wo have an ir portant mission. The luke.wann and
the illmformed, not to sprak of tho Philistine, may take this
testimony of a friend, published, without reservation or limitation,
1a « friendly paper, as an admission moe . damaging to the cause of
missions generally.  If taken for true as it stands, it is well fitted
to chieck hiberality, i contributing to a cause so mismanaged by
committees, and misreprezented by unwortk, agents. Lot ushavo
the facts sifted, and all ovils reformed ; but in the meantime let us
reincmber that even a well -meaning man, may bu carried away by
somo personal bias,

1 have been twenty-seven years a missionary, and have met many
nus-innarica from many lands, but my experienco does not at all
agree with that of e, Cust. 1 have, so_far, failed to find wmission
work * an caxy means of subsistence.” Iknow a young man who
postpones marriage, and dechnes the easy hving of which Dr. Cust
apeaks, heeause, knowing the wark well, and with the examplo of
many susstonaries before him ho considers his experience too
tunated for sa weighty a responsibility.  Two of the men who camo
tes this Geld positavely refused to marry though the Foreign Mission
Commtteo urged it, as, 1n thoir opinion, desirablo both for the

.sent out, for tho comfort of homeless missionarices ?

The Presbyterian Review.

worl, and thoe workers. Two of us aro soparated from our wives
now, for our work’s sake, Dr. Cust scems to regard a wifé as an
encumbrance to & young missionary, und a source ol expenso to
miesion ficlds, Tho missionary should go out alone, *learn his
duty and mnster the language” alone, got acclimated alone, and
when all theso difticulties arc over, then, nnd not till then, marry.
But what is tho gain? Will he not learn his duty and master the
langunge more quickly with a wife tolearn with him. Some women
lenrn, to spealk languages, moro readily than their husbands,  Will
not that be a stimulus ? I both are to go through a timo of dis-
comfort, while the northern microbes in their blood die, and the
southern aveintroduced, had they not better go through it together,
rather tham the one after the other? Aud how is the missionary
to get & wife after Lis years of probation are over 2 Is o to select
ono beforo ho goes out, and keep her waiting, beeause sho will
hinder his uscfulness at first? Is the Mission Committee to scleot
a wife for him, and send her out, as framed houses aro sometimes
18 ho to find &
wifo 1n the field—a dark-cyed Hindu, or mayhap tho sister of some
well-behaved civil gervant? It muny go chance, but rarely. Or, at
the end of cight or ten years, is ho to come homo to seck n wifo?
I think I see him, browned with the Indian sun, reserved, alimost
an old bachelor. writhing under well meant suggestions, about
oxccllent Cheistian women, who would make admirablomissionary’s
wives, Perhaps after go muny ycars it does not much mutter to
him who becomes his wife, or if ho marry at, all. If he could do
without a wifo so long, when everything was so new and bard,
what great matter is it, now the work is part of himself. I can
heartily sympathize with the man who, in such circumstances, waits
for somo sign from heaven, to show him whether ho is to marry,
and whom.

But if the missionary on furlough considers it his duty to seck
a wifo, and after two or three months of imperfect and hampered
courtship, asks one, and is refused, is he to go on, in cold blood,
to ask others? If missionaries are to be monks, say so clearly and
distinctly, that we may know our vocation. That theury, if
mischicvous, is at least consistent. Tho theory that missionaries
should, or at least may marry before they go out, as held by our
Foreign Mission Committec, is nlso consistent and it sets woman at
her true worth. But what shall we say of the theory, which appears
to be advocated by Dr. Cust, that a wife isnot worth her salt—only
an oxpense and hindrance, until a missionary has ¢ learnt his duty
and mastered tho languago.” Only a man, and & men who had

served on many commissions, would have proposcd to economize on
such a theory. Our Canadian women in their hearty support of
maissions would, 1 am sure, repudiato such mean measures. After
all, ara not a full-orbed manhood and womanhood, sanctified dy
grace, chief qualificutions for the mou and women whoare toclevate
the home lifo of the heathen. The young woman, perhaps the
choice one of somo holy home, wooed and won, is rcndk' to go, bus
some man, of many committees, forbide it beeaunsoitawill cost money,
and sho will be worse than useless at first. I8 that the way to
develop the Christian manhood and womanhood of those, who are
to spend their whole lives, as your representatives, in the Foreign
‘ficdd? Isthat tho po]icf to draw out the large-hearted interest of
the women at home? Though faddists, now end then, bring up
such suggestions, we have no such rule in Cannda, and it is not
true of your missionaries, that numbers of them are selfish world-
linge, ov of their wives that they cause o waste of mission funds,
and binder the work of their husbands. Were tho sccrots pf our
homes and work told, the Church would see a very different pictare
from that of Dr. Cust ; aud the women af home would glorify God
on behalf of their sisters, who, far from home, proved so dovoted
and trae, in time of trial. Jouit MorTox,

Christian Mela, Central India,

The arnnual Christian Mcla for 189f was held in Rutlan from
October 27-30.  Tho best praise I can givo it isto say it was better
than that of last yearat Mhow. It was more than ever a Mela of,
for and by the nntivechurch. A spirit of enthusiasm and unity

orevailed throughout; the mectings were well attonded, the
papers were catcfully prepared and” well delivered, and the dis-
cussionson them were earncst and practical.  Tho outside Evan-
gelistic exercises also were more enthusiastically entered into this
year than ever before. .

Rutlam, though the youngest is one of the most interesting and
most promising of our stations. In spito of being in somo ways
rather backward, its external appearance is pleasing, its officials
also arc fricndly, and the imporunce of its situation is dail
increasing, for here railway lines converge from three, which wiﬁ
soon bo five, different dircctions. Its choice for the Mela was
happy in its being the most central of our stations. We bave no
mission buildings in Rutlam and our being unable to rent any that
would be suitable, r~cessitated the mceetings being held in a large
shanuana, or square cvofed tent, kindly lent for the occasion by the
state officinls. Many of tho missionaries and Indian Christians



