
The Presbyte

pose of hi. oreation. Thé terrible élément of min was introduced
inte man's nature, and thus confusion and pérplexity are introduced
at thé very beginning, and make it almast hopelésa te, pursue thé
study of thé work of thé Spirit in man. It in no longer His créative
but Hi. renowing or réstaring work that we muet consider. And
in considoring it we have lbat thé model, thé idéal acoording ta
which Hé created man, and ta which Ho seeks ta restoe him.
Happily in Jésus Christ wé have thé design of man's création set
beo re us, and so can understand te, what end thé Spirit now works.
This wýé shahl study in a subsequent paper. Meanwhile, lot us
notice that thçre is in man's original création an element of thée
dlivine nature, a sonuhip of God. And howover mnch that nature
may have been pervertéd, itu léments are still theré.

Man's soul i. not a désert, but a fair gardon prépared for fioweru
and fruits, thé soul of which han been changed. Such a one I have
séén, wher e thé neighborhood of chemical works had vitiated thé
atmoçiphère and im,pregnated thé uoil. Some fioweru weré still
struggling ta corné up, showing sométimes the beat, samétimés thé
bud, seldom thé wholé fiower. Certain wéeds seemed te find more
congenial grawth thème, but thé garden had not been originally pro.
pared for them.

This truth, that thé créative work of thé Spirit still survives in
man, in one of thé gréatéat practical importance for uu. It in the
human basis of ail spiritual wark, missionary or évangelistic. With-
ont it we canuot undorstand thé paet religions history of man, or his
future possibilies. All thé varions religions of thé world are wit-
nessés alike of thé créative work of thé Holy Spirit in man, and of
how that work has been ruinéd by sin. Thèy are sa many expres-
sions of the yéarniug of mau's spirit aftr God for whom hé was
created. In some individual souls thé muin of thé Spirit's création
seems te hé but light. Amang thé héathén theré havé heén imdi-
viduals who Boom te havé had a vision of Gad, a sensé af Hi. law,
that ha. made thom appear like complété columans standing amid a
mass af ruine a witneae t what thé structure once was. Some af
thèm havé doné a work af réstoration te a certain extent, récalling
men ta a senne of thé existence of God, liké Mohammed, or af thé
nature of Hi. law, like Buddha. But in the véry best af them the
iu a sensé of incampleteneus which provénta their work tram aatisfy-
ing man's aspirations or exercising a permanent éffect upon him.
In athers thé ruin i.se complote, thé moral and spiritual sensé noa
deadened, that it in impossible ta réalisé that therc evér was any
wamk or trace af thé work of thé Spirit there. But thème alirays in
thé craving that ueèds ta hé satisfièd. WVhen wé sée crowds of
de;vaLées worshipping thé mont hidéons of idole with thé ment sensé-
less or loathseme rites, we may ueo évidence that thé original créatipn

thé Spirit is not yét éntirely annihilated. That idal isnat thé
abject for whioh thîs instinct et warship was implanted. Nor are
thèse rites thé mode of expression which suite it. They are perver-
sions ; but perversions which can nover satisty thé seul. Thus
all thé religions of thé world are a witnems te thé créative wark at
thé Holy Spirit on thé souls of mon, a witnéss that they are capable
af knowing and warshipping thé trué God. This capahility will
indééd avail nothing uubés thé S'iit doos a trésh work in them.
But it in thé hasis ot that kvork. In hringing thé seul ta warchip
God in Chri.t, Ho i. bringing it hack ta that purpasé for which He
originally créatéd it. And we, in preachiug thé Gospel ta, thé
héathen, are préaching ta thosé wha hy their véry création as men
have power te, understand and recéive it ; and we are using thé
méans which God bas intrusted ta us te work along with thé Spirit
in réstaring thé original création.

It i. the samée in évangeli.tic work at home. Hère we have ta
déal not with thé perversion of religion, but with thé absence of
religion, Inunse casé. wé seem te havé not thé witness which
évon thé womhip ot an idol béars ta thé original work of the Spii4
Yet in spéaking éven te thé mant degraded'iu aur lums, we are
speaking ta those in whomu thé Spirit bas implantédl capahilitiés of
rècéiving thé truth. Howevér much the womk af thé Spirit iu th.mn
may have héen detacéd, and théir capahilities fiUéed with in, thésé
still éxist, and w. may always spéak te, them au te, thome wha eau
uudémstand us, and who havé deep ini heir nature a divineéprinciple
te which we coin appéal

Dawn in thé human heart, crushéd hy thé temphmr,
Feélings lie buriéd that gracé can restoe.

This constitutes thé ground of hope that thé mont degraded may
hé raimedl and thé mont &andoued reclsimed. And if it is only the
Holy Spirit Himself thiat can accomplish this restoration, we may
hope that Hé will aocamplish it. Hi. créative wark in théré ah-«
ready, aud àin i this work of Ilis owu that He; has to restore." The
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oréative work of the Spirit in the basis of our appeal in tea.ohing
mon the truth, Hi. Tenewing work in the power to which wo look
to bleu. our word..

Thun it i. that in man we find traces of the Holy Spirit ; but
they are broken, confused, perverted. We seo aspirations which
fail to find their abject, powors diverted from their true uphere. A
lite which constantly fail. of its original purpose. What was thi.
purpose? How doos the Holy Spirit restore it? These are the
questions we have yet to conuider.

True Faith.
If we would translate saving taith, such faith as i, illustrated in

the Epistie to the Hebrews, into a modern equivalent, we might
caîl it faith in the victory of the good, in [the victory of holy love
and of uelf-surrender ta the blesued pumpose of God in Christ.

What a change would be produced in our ordinary lives if even
in this senue we were mon of faith ? Take it in the simple senne of
faith in thé possibilities of lite for ourselves, if we nnly erubrace the
promises of goodness and of Cod. Most of us accept a poor idea of
what in possible for us te be or do. We live by conventional
standards, and do nat ealize how rich and helptul lite can be made
tbrough love, hope, and faith in God. Such a want'of faith para-
lyzes effort. « 1It was easy enough for Abraham," wo say, "lto whom
God gave a distinct command, to rime up and go forth fmom Meoo
potamia." But what do we know of the nature of that voice which
upoke te him?1 Are we sure that it was more distinct or more
authoritative and personal- than the voicea which speak to, ourselves
every day-the voices of purity or of kindness and self-sacrifie
which whisper ta us of the right path, the right act, the right
thought, the rlght word? It should be ours to ombrace the Divine
promises that come te us in these ordinary ways, and te, livo by
self -uurrender to them. It in thus we can ho true children of Abra.
ham, and inheritors of hi. faith and blessing.,

Lite brings untold possibilities of good te each of us, but what
wé need in taith in these, especially when we are immersed in thé
petty détails, the drudgeries, thé coarsér passions, and trials which
daily came te un. We need this taith in a Divine calling and in
the promise of God, when thé world and thé fiesh and thé devil
appeal te aour sloth or to our self-indulgence, and we are tempted
te take thé low standard of the world, and ta ho, as they say, "lno
botter than otheru." It in thon we need faith in Christ, and, it
whatever cost, ta surrender ourselves te thé vision which ho vouch-
safes of what i. right and trué and goad. It may hé bard juat thon
te, ohey, te take this particular cross, to lay aside thé indulgence
that tascinates, and te, turn at once tram the tempter to the
Saviour ; but in no doing lieu thé way of taith and victory. It is
more difficuit ta, act under thé highest principle when lite brings
little stimulus te, heroism, wnd when its, interests are monotenous
or petty, than whén we are aroused hy the trumpet voice af great
évents or startling dangers. Salvation i thé most real sensé wIll
came by such daily taith that shrinks not from thé demande wliich
a true embracing of thé promises always brings. -Sunday MagasËine.

The Use of Sorrow.

Sorrow in int.rwoven ita thé fabria of lite ; God sends tears.
Thèse toars wére for a divine purpase. But they are not thé expres-
sion ot hi. wrath ; they are not thé spécial mossengers of a divine
indignation ; Hé doés not pick you ont and soud a burden upon you
for a ipociflo purpase. No, Hé put. humanity inte a world of %or-
roW,,because sorraw in thé method by which charactèr in ta hé de-
veloped. W. are in thé world in order that ont of thé processés to
which we are subjected, including pain, thé manifestation of thé sonsâ
of God may b. *rought; we are in thé warld that ont of a lower
order wé may ho brought up, stop by stop, inte -thé liberty of thé
glory of thé sans of God ; and thé only steps by which thé liberty
of that glory can ho won are stops of sorrow, Grief is God's eduoa-
tor. Trouble isn(iod's minuster te, manhood. Theréfore. it in that
Paul, looking for sorrow and upon death sométimos as though it
were an eneuiy, says, I am nat atraid of him; and sometimes says,
you oannat séparate me tram thé lové of God, I hold faut ta that;
and sometimes says, Camé in, I welcomé yau, I am glad that yo.u
haveé*came, hecausé yau are golug te render me real service, and
sometimé. open& thé door aid gaes ont ta sÏorraw and sayu, Camé, I
want you, I follow attér, if that, 1 may bé cantormod unto thé death
of Christ, and may have participated in hi. uuffering. It i. hecausé,
this hlack-hued angel carrnes in hi. hand a gift that Paul wants-
tho gift df, divine manhood-Lymaw Abboit, D.D.


