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Pliable is delighted, therefore, to, hear Christian 8peak of the "lendiess king-
dom,"-", everlasting life,"-" crowns of glory,"-and "lgarments shining like
the sun in the firmament of heaven," in store for al] who follow Christ. "'The
hearing of this is enough to ravish.one's heart," he says, as Christian tells hlmn
that Il there shall be no more crying, nor sorrow,> that they shall dwt-Il "Iwith
eeraphirn and cherubim,"1 and with Ilthousands, and tens of thousands of loving
and holy ones> that. have gone before. And so miucli in haste is hie that Christian
seema to him, fot to travel fast enough, so lie urges him to "Il e'd his pace."
Pliable feit nothinz of the burden of sin which Christian bore upon hia bnck, and
which so oppressed and retarded him. lis determination to become a Pilgrim
had not sprung from the operation of the lloly Spirit within him, for every truc
work of gracs ini the human soul begins with, conviction ofsin, and of that lie hiad
feit nothing. With Christian, howover, the work was genume, iIe had Iearned
something of the depravity of his nature, and the sinfulness of his life; and the
consciousness of bis own wenkness, and liability to err, retarded bis progres and
kept him for tbe time from Christ. It shoudd nol have done so, for our sinfulness
and unworthiness, instead of keeping us away from Christ., should rather make us
fiy to him, as the soul s only refuge.

We may learri from thi8 incident, however, that "11the race is not always te the
swift, nor the battle to the strong." Poor, trembling, .weak Christian, so misled,
and halting, and slow-paced nt firat, finished bis course 'with joy, and obtained
"la crown of glory that fadcth flot awny ;>' while Pliable, so self-confident, and
atreng in bis own esteem, "lran 'well" at first, but seon returned te, pursue bis
pilgrimnacge no more. Young christians, especially those of a naturahly tinîid and
diffident turn of mind, are often distressed at what they consider their own slow
progress in the heavenly waiy as compared with that of others aronnd them. They
secs tere whe began the race with them far ahead of theni in assurance,-some
who can talk of reliýqion in any company, and pray in public, and perhaps preach,
while they themselve8 can hardly lisp the alphabet of Christianity; and they are
so distressed and discouragcd by it that they cari hardly venture te hope thrttthey
have any part or lot with the people of Ood. L~et the experience of Christian en-
courage them. Thousands of just 8uch trembling ones as they, bave completed
their pilgrimage with joy unutterable.

"From lod. the overflowving spring,
Their Fouis bave drunk a Çrésb içuppiy:

Whis such a% truýt their native stresigth
Shall meit away, and droup, and die."

Wevr otild not be understood fis commending a doubting, sorrowing experience,
as that which alone can be genuine. On the contrary we Nvould urge ail to seek
a full assurance of hope, for Il thejoy of the Lord is or strength ;" but the case
of Pliable should be a warning to a self-confident spirit. Let us cqually avoid
putting confidence in the fiesh, and distrusting prom ised grace; hoth are ruinous.

In these opposite frames of mind, then, Christian and Pliable pursue their way.
They had flot proceeded far, howevcr, whcen " they drew nigh to a very miry
slou.eh that was in the midst of the plain ; and tbey being heedlcss, did both faîl
suddenly into the hoc. The narne of the Slough vfas 4"Despond."1 In this bog,
B3unyan tolls us, "4they wallowed for a time; and Christian, because of the burden
that wvas on bie bnok, began te sink in the mire." Pliable, bowcver, is the first
to, complain ; he bad not oxpected any such difficulties as this. Christian, on the
other hand, tbough Ilporploxed, is not in despair." le bas countod the cost., andý
regards Ilail thinga but loss for the excellency of the knowledge of Christ Jesus
the L<rýd." Mlis sensc of bis own il] desert, moroover, reconciles hirn in soe
measure, to what he is called to -endure. Aod, besides, they had ne. ue to bînne
for their falling into the Slough but themselves. Bunyan properly represents
ehemn as fahling into it through beedlossness. lnd they duly consulted thoir
guide-book they would haxe fiureseon. it, and might have avclded it. Pliable, how-
evor, fflt disposed te take an5 share of the blame to himself, think8 orily how hoe
may get out on "lthe side nest his owni house;" and succccding in that, with a
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