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he Was hiniseif converted to Congregationalisin.
H1e says : IlIn no approved writer8 for 200 years
after Christ is there any mention made cf any
other organical visible professing church but that
erily wluch is, parochiai or Congregational." 'ihat
finding is in harrnony, I believe, 'with the best
schoharship of to.day.

IBut littie by littie changes crept into the
church. Associations of sister churches were
occasionally held, presided over by a inoderator,
who would naturally be selected f rom ameng the
eIder or more influential ministers. These modera-
tors became influential advisers. By and by the
terni Bisbop camne to be worn by thern alone.
Anibitious men coveted these rnoderatorships and
labored to enlarge their powers. So «Episcopaey
grew and Congregational liberty declined. Theý
right of private judgnient in matters of faith and
order slowly faded out, until at last the laity wvere
silenced by the proverb: "lHear the church,»
whicb, being interpreted, meant, of course, "lHear
the clergy.»

So radical a change would not have been possible
if the State had not interfered. But the State
did interfere. When Constantine came to the
throne, Christianity became the national religion.
Vast numbers pressed forward for baptism, and
the membership of the ehurch was enormously
increased. This sudden prosperity was a great
trial of the church's purity, and she dici net bear
it halt se well as she had borne persecution.
Pride lifted up its he ad. The clergy were ergan-
izcd into ranks. At the head of ail were the
Bishops of the great cities, Alexandria, Antioch,
Constantinople and Reome, and in later centuries
Renie climbed to the IPrimacy and dlemanded
Isomage troms aIl. Ansd thus the simple brother-
hood of believers, meeting tegether in self gevern-
ing congregations, tauglit and led by a humble
paster, becamne the great Roman Hierarchy, whose
power and pomp and pride overtopped everything
which titis peor earth of God's lias ever seen else-
where; a Hierarchy whosc chief oficer was served
by xnighty kings, and at whose frown kings bared
their knccs and crawlcd on the earth ; a Hierarchy,
te gain whose. favor whole nations heggced as r
the mercy of the living God.

MONTREAL, POINT ST. CIIARLE.-e.netlicr great
success was scorcd at the O'Brien Hall, Point Sz.
Charles, in the New Year's gathering of children.

Early in the nierning the city Congregational
Sunday schools mustered in force in their several
churches, and with bannera and sengs made their
way ini large sleighs te the Peint, where thcy were
met in the hall hy the local school. They filled te
overflowing the floor ef the hall, the gallery bcing,
oceupied by parents and friends. The Rev. Thos.
Hall, pastor ef th6 Peint St. Charles church, as

cha *irman, wvelcoed the Sunday schools ini bis
happiest vein, after a selection of music hy the
Point orchestra, uncter the leaderslhip of Mr. R.
Donaldson, Jr. The opening hynin was felloîvec
by a prayer, led lw the Rev. NLIr. Silcox, et Emw-
manuel chureh, and the twcnty-third Psalm, ini
wvhich thse children heartily joined. EIder James
Rodger, et Erskine chiurch, broughit the grcetings3
cf the g-reat Prcsbyterian gathering iii Crescemt
Street church, and in a few cheice. words struck
the kcynote cf tise day, rejoicîng iii the unity cf
spirit and cf aim, and the nîutual syînpathy ansd
gladncss cf ail tise clsildrcn of aIl denomninations
in the nîarch onward and upward.

O.n motion cf Mr. Cushing, delegates 'vere sent
te bear New Year's grectingS. Mr. S. P. Lept to
Crescent Street clsurch and Mr. C. T. William
te the great Methodist gathering, in St. James'
church. Before leaving, Mr. Williams gave crie
cf bis short characteristic speeches, full cf wvit and
sound sense. Rounds cf applause welccmieci tlic
Rcv. Mr. MeCaniu, the bearer cf the grectimîga of
the Mcthcdist childrcn, whio in their tlîousands
wvere ,a.thered ixn St. James' Church. ien *tlie
.Rev. Mr. Wa.rrincr, paster cf cld Zion, exprcsscd
his deliglît witl~ tIse be.autiful O'Brien HllA andi
its comiplete apparatus for concerts, gyminastics,
etc., aise the pretty decoratiens and Christmas
trees, and rejoiced iri the succets et Sunday-schoel3
work at the Point; 'Mr. Warrincr îvas warmly
cheered and se ivas the Rev. E. M. Hlill, cf Cal-
vary, who spccially warned the young against
little sins ; and te show their danger bie called a
littie boy te the platform, and weund two or
thrce threads round his arm which the boy snap-
ped with case, but when a dozen or more thrcads
were then wveund about him he cculd net break
thein ; se at ter mnany sins are committed, the habit
et sin becoines dangercusly strcng.

The Rev. Mir. Silcex spoke last, and very caris-
estly urged the children te give tlsemselves te the
Lord at once, and led theni in a fe'v words cf
consecration. The addresses were mcst intercst-
in- and wvere interspersed with hearty singing.
The distribution cf bu.gs et sweets as the children
dispersed, ternuinated the iargest and best gather-
ing yct held of the Congregational Stinday-schools
in Montreal.- litnpss.

ToOoN're, BOND ST.--Tiie churci lias begun -a
little nionthly, callcdl T/te Bondl Sireet Gazelle;
frein which wc cxtract a few items:

Tise series cf serinions on " Joseph's Life " is coniipletctd,
aifd lias proven very 1,encfical in more tlîan one %vay.
As the pastor lias been su suecessful in this lus first cf the
kind in Bond Street, ive hope lie will chnose as a subjcct
for another sucs series sottie shining lighit as brilliant,
tîsat bis flock.xnay take wvithi themn as a noble exainple to
assist in guiding tlscm thrcuglh the rougi and thorny
road cf life..


