
THFlE CANAIiAN i1 PI)>NDE'' ;

)>~titskioidg f ut n<' r ei e t 'eihatever wQe (1cs*e di fi.re ut t) what wv an.e doisîg,ý
Christianî, are not sullivieîît to msalic us8 ille mîers or wiliat the Lord Jestus8 Ch1 rist ai iows, we Cain do

of' tihe lousehoild of fili. \Ve do0 int uusidervaiue t. No onue cati step ini anîd say, Il Yoti shiah not

uarly of tiiese. \V(i itlieve ilu thieir Worth, iii thecir exercise titis freedotil, 'lieisrishlop, or Con-
place ' bt., we do sity tlstt if thiere is not love to foreuc, or Assemliby, or L'ostuscil, or, Pope. We
.Jesus Christ ius the iseart, ti individuil lias no ksiow no tîtaster but Christ.
righit to be ini tho feliowshlip of the chur-chi sucli 1 Tihis libe~rty does not itîtetfere with our co.oper-
p)rofession is a lie. No one cati judge infaiiibiy of 1atiuig 'vith sistor chu reclies, to proîssote aisy gooci
the truto stsîte of t>se lieart ; liut we can look at. woriz. Ouir Missioilary Society consists of tisesp
tîseir lives. Bî'eu tlies, wve cannot apply tho saune frme chuiircites batîdcd togetlher, to sissist thiose that
standard to every one, to deternîine titness ; for are neechirsg hieip iii their weakniess, directed by
tiatural dlispositioni, temperamnent, training andl miet aipoiuitCd frotu aussong thiseives. Union
daiiy eiivir-oiisunents have nsucli to do in giving tijeu with othet' bodies, except fraternuihiy, wvi11
citaracter to itîdividuat lives. Titis we do- îîever take place, usîtil they, corne to, acksîowledge
etîquire of every candidute, " If tlsey love Jesus and aiioîv titis freedont. lindividual tuembers in
Christ, and liave taken Humi as their persotial Sav- the siiniistry and out of it May go, but tise chuîches
iour, and are sceking to make Hini tise rule of as a wliole ivili not. One thing is clieering auiid
thteir life 1 " To admit any one into a Congre- our' st.rucles iii titis Canadat of ours, as iveil as
gfttiotiai Cliurch, ivitliout suchi a confession iii sub- eisewhere. Otiser citurcises are comingr every
stance, would be to sin against our distinctive year nearer iii spirit and practice to us. Thie
pritîcipies. Deceived ive somnetimes are, but tise spirit of the age aînong tue niasses iii the cijurciies,
sin, lies at tue deceiver's dloor. and the nations, is: The riglît of the prople to

It teaclies, tîmat the local chiurcli is subject to to have '.L say, wliat they shall believe, andi wlio
none but Christ, \Vithi its officers duly installed, shall be tîteir rulers and leaders, and liowv their
it is comîplote as an organization. Christ as its money shahl be spent.
itead and lawg-iv-et, Ilis word atîd life are final in This conviction is increasing in st.rengtli every
everytiig expressed. Wlien He does not speak, YesL., and no powver can stop it. Eniperors ai-d
or we do siot exactly kîowv what I-is ivili is, 've nionarclis are feeling its growîing powver, and tise
forni, as a churcli, our own judgnîent upon it; and ivise atsîong tllein are adapting their policy thereto.
tise snajority nake it iaw. If oui any occasion, \ve Tue absolute Pope and legislative conferences
iuîd it (ithecult to agree in any of tliese matters, or and asseniblies, feel the powverful cutrent, and are
we desire a<lvice or lielp, ive are at liberty to cal being mcsulded in their delives'ances thereby.
iii tise aid of sister citurchies to counsel us ; but, WVlat rehigious body in the land would say, that
in iio case, do we allow any isian or body o? mien, the leading chu rciîes in tiseir respective denoiwina-
wvlatever their standing, to say wisat ive shal -or tion should not liave the usinister tlsey desired, if
slial not do. They Mîay îvithidraw froun us, be- available ? Usages and rules are beingy ignored in
cause tluey thsisk we are greiviously in the îvrong; tîseir demar.d for self-government. God is îvork-
but rule us, they cannot. Vie are free. To illus- ing out in His providence in the churelies this
trate thiis independence :-If wve wvant an organ liberty of lis people, whicli ve have as Congre-
we can ]lave onv. If we wznt our pastor to wear, gationaslists, so long enjoyed.
a gown aîîd lie is williîîg, lie cau wvear one. If ive Lt teaches tisat tue cliurclies are a bi'otlierlsood,
want to chiange our Hymn Book, we eau do so, and having no superiority over eacli otier, except vhit

gettheoui weivatwlether it bears tue rnprim- tliey mnay give eachi other for the good of tise
atur of our Union or not. If we want to use a whoie. Wliateves- distinction there May be among
iitus'gy in our public wvorship, we can do so. If the unetibers iii social or political life, as masters
îve îva.t a change in the pastorate, î%ve can fulfl and servants, etc., iu the clîurclî they are brethren,
our obligations to our pastor, and lie goes. If we asembers one o? another, each possessing a vote
wîrnt class-nieetiuîg and fellowsiiip meeting forming and voice, in ail inatters pertaining to the goveru-

pss~of our religious life, thîey can be ours. Yea, ument asîd lifc-working of tise churcli. Tise oflicers


