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A NEW ‘TEXTILE INDUSTRY FOR CANADA.

————

In the Tune number of the Canadian Journal of
Fabrics an account was given of a comparatively new
textile industry which has been cstablished in the
United States—the weaving of fabrics from asbestos
fibre. The special intcrest this possesses for Can-
adians is that the raw material of this American in-
dustry comes {rom Canada, and that the industry
might have been first established in Canada better
than in any other country. As the uscs of ashestos
fabrics arc continually multiplying we would advise
our capitalists to look into the matter, for a large field
is open here not so much for the supply of the home
market as for the export of asbestos manufactures to
foreign countrics. The natural advantages Canada has
in developing this industry are first, that we have the
raw material of the best quality, and in unlimited
quantity ; second, that this raw material is better
suited for weaving than the ashestos so far discovered

‘IORONTO AND MON‘I'REAL, DECEMIBI. 1904.

No. 12,

in any other country; and third, that we have the
skilled labor necessary to make the industry a suceess,

Asbestos is a mineral that is widely distributed
over the six continents, but it s0 happens that only
two countries have so far been able to produce 1t in
commercial quantitics and qualities, namely, Canada
and Italy. The United States has plenty of it, but it
has no fibre, in fact most of it goes into powder under
the manipulating required to work it up. The Italian
varicty has a fine fibre, but while eminently suitable
for some purposes it is tvo weak and bLrittle to weave
into cloth. Only the Canadian ashestos is strong and
flexible enough in fibre to staud making up into a
fabric that will hold together. These points are very
important in considering the establishment of a home
industry,

As is commonly known, one of the great and grow-
ing uses of asbestos is for fire-proof cloth or fire-prooi
paper, and in the latter item alone we import thon-
sands of dollars worth of goods made from raw ma-
terial taken from the province of Quebee. The
United States or British manufacturer puys ireight
on the raw material from Canada and ships the manu-
factured goods back to Canada at a good profit after
paying the duty. Surely liere is a neglected field for
Canadian investment. About twenty or twenty-five
years ago two small factories were started in Quebec
for working up asbestos, but the machinery was very
crude and moreover the demand for ashestos goods
was less than a tenth of what it is to-day. In one case
at least the factory management wis not what it
should have been, and the industry dicd out. The
situation now affords a much larger and more profit-
able field, and there should be little doubt about the
result to an cnterprising  Canadian  manufacturer,
seeing  that new uses  for goods made  from
asbestos—the only product in nature known to
be indestructible by firc—are being created by progress
in other spheres of industry; and that we have in Can-
ada the only raw material fit for some of these applica:
tions.

It will be interesting to note that whereas the
production of ashestos in the United States in 14503
was only 887 tous, valued at $10,760 (a decline on 1502
when the amount was 1,003 tons, valued at Sr6,2001
the production in Canada in 14go3 was 34051 tons,
valued at $084.836. Of this total value, SU1GR0G worth
went to Great Britain, $700,381 to the United States,



