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A NEW TEXTILE INDUSTRY FOR CANADA.

In the lutte titîtuber of the Canadiani Journal of
Fabrics ant account was giveit of a coitiparativelv new
textile industrv which lias been establishcd In the
United States tlîc weaving of fabrics from asbestos
fibre. The special mntcrcst this possesses for Cati-
adians is that tlie raw matcrial of this Ainerican ini-
dustry cotrnes from Canada, and that te isndustry
unight have been flrst estahlislhed iii Canada better
than in any otiier country. As the uses of ashcstos
fabrics are contintially tnultip)1yilig wc would advise
our capitalists to look into the mattcr, for a large field
is open here not so tnuchi for the supply of thc homre
mnarket as for the export of asbestes mnanufactures to
foreign countries. The natural advantagcs Canada -bas
in developing this indttstry arc first, that wc have the
raw material of the best quality, and iii inlimnited
quantity: second, titat titis raw niaterial is bettcr
8tîite~d for weaving tian the ashcstos so far <iscovercdi
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iii aniy other counîtry ; and tliir(l, tliat %ne lia\v te
skilled labor necessary to niiake dIe indutstr> a tcw.

Asbestos is a nîînciral titat is widcly d~'istbnttcd
over lte six continents, but it -;0 liappeis titat tblv
two cousitries have so far bect able to î>rodîîc it ili
commnercial quantities andi qualities, n:Lnîely, t'nîîada
andi Italy. The Unitedi States lias pdetîty of it, but it
lias nio fibre, in fact niost of it gocs jtt powdevr iittîder
the inianipjulating requireti ta wvork it lit. 'lle Italiali
variety lias a fine flbre, but while ciii,îeîîtl', suitable
for saie purposs it is toa weak andi hrittie ta % cavc
int clotti. Only the Caniadiat aslhesttos ks strtng andi

flexible entougli ini fibre to sta-ad inaking Ill isitu a
fabric that %vill hall togutlier. Tiiese putelits are very

impoXrtanit iii coîîsîdering t establislînwnlt of a liante
industry.

ANs is coimiouly known, ant of the great antd graw-
ing tists of asbestos is fur fire-proof-) clatît or fire-juroui
papier, and ini the latter iteni alotie we iniport ilionu-
sands of dollars wortlî uf goods madie froin raw niia-
terial taken froni the province uf Qnctluc-c. ''tc
Unitedi States or Bîritish îxîaitfatctturcr pa% s ireiglit
un the raw niaterial frotît Canada andi sîips te mitit-
factureti goods back to Canada at a goti)t profit ifter
fuayitig the duty. Surcty licre is a tiegkcttcd fichI for
Catiadiait investnient. Ab>out tweîttv or tct fv
years ago two sinali factories were startti iiin h)ntbc
for working up asbestos, but the înialiier3 \Cr% 'I~
crude and moreover the dcmiaîd for aslactots gootis
svas less than a tenth of wlat it is ta-day. lit t'ne case
at least the factory managemntni wvas tînt %wliat ht
should have been, and the industry (lil mit. 'Flic
situation îîow affords a lunchi larger anad iiarc jur. lit
able filld, and thcrt stionit be tilte donbt abotit the
resuit ta an entcrprising Caitadiautnaîîatrr
seeing tisat ncw tisvs for gtxnds miatie frwni
asbesto>s-the omîly prt>duct in nature knowîî tq,
be indestructible hy firc-arc being crea.tti bv progrvýs
in other sphivres of industry ; andi that we hiavc in t aîî-
ada the only raw inatevrial fit for soine (of ilesc appuîica
tiolis.

It ill Ic iliterestifig to ilote <liai îhercas thr
proluictiots of asbestos iii the Unîited States ini P,)3
was only 887 tous, valtîcd ah Slo,76o (a ttecline ai on
wben thie ansauniit was 1,003 tons, vaint-ti at u.2a

the prodluction lin Canada in 1t)03wa 34.(51 1-t11-~
valtiet at $)486 Of this total valite. $i % ',',rtlt
%vent ta, Great Britaisn, if)î3$ the' ('îdîvil Sa


