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reeognized. and amply. provided for. Jn times of peace the vol-
unteer force has been accepted as sufficient for alU . radical pur-
poses and bas been in many ways beneficial and- SUIoPlied a
feit wart. Whcther it is a sufficient substitute for the provisions
of the Militia Act iii what His Majesty cals a "grave criais,"
such as now exista, is another matter.

Thc Goverîiment has, up to the present time (as to whethcr
thia lias been wise or flot it is flot for us to discuss), eontinued
the voluntary systen. and pa:dà no attenrion to*thc Militia Act.
0f course it is truc that the quickest way to get trained men (or
at least partially traincd men) to the front was at once to take

advantage of the volunteer system as it Ivas; and the work oî
the militia department was donc prornptly and cfflcicntly: s
that in that regard, in our unprcpared condition, wc owc mucli
to the voluntccrs.

The mcei of class 1 have îlot rcspondcd bo th,ý eall as they
shotild . Main. stand by aud look on and shout, but mtay nt homie

and sec mnen with wives and childrcn going to the front ao

feci no0 sh-timc. The application of the Act would put thceui
den where it belongs. WVe %want a surivival of the fittesi
the fittcst are those who arc willing to Icave wifc and1 ehildreii,
and if neccssary to go to their death for the sake of thi
country. These feelci onpcllcd to -o lacause soincbodY iist

go and those who ought to go finit too often %vill flot, If thev

young nien of elass 1 who so far' lag behind were' i-oiiipelled 1 i>

go the rnarried iinen and others ini classes 2, 3, and 4 w'offld noi
be requircd. though thcy woul stili he ready %vhcîî their tuî'uî
came. Iieeriuitiîng speeches appeal to the liatriotie conscience.

but thcy find no rezponse f romic hel4aekers and shirkcrs; ivhils4t
the eall is an inipclling force f0 a lover of his eountry. even
though he inay have a wîfc and a chiid.

The Empire is and bas bccn at war silice Augîîst 4. 1914, ai
ail the British D)ominion and depenidenceies, ineluding C anada.
have heen and arc (le jure and (le facto at wvor also. If ever

the Militia Aet as part of the law of the land is to eomle itîto


