
LOCAL COURTS, AND'TflE BouNDS 0P THEIR JIJRISDICTION.

of the County Courts Could be excepted to, fortnightiy, in ail others monthiy. (6tb.) There
it seemed justifiable and right. Whether, shoulfi be an appeal froma the registrar to, the
through actuai defects in our system. of judi- judge, syhose decision sbould be final. (Ith.)
cial patronage, or the want of confidence which The judge should bear aud dispose of ail other
the profession had in the appointusents of business, 'with the assistance, wlien required, of

Couny Curt udgs, teseofficiais were commercial assassors, after the mauner of nanti-
Cnunt Cout Judes, hesecal assesurs in thes Court of Adusiralty. (8th.)

treated for a long tisse, both in Westminster There should be an appeal freim his original
Mfail and St. Staphen's, as if unfit, to dispose jurisdiction to a flivisional Court of thec Higli

ýof any but the simplest cases, involving neîther Court of Justice. (9th.) The Courts of iFirst
large amounts, complicatedl facts, or serious Iustance shouid ha establisbied in tise metropoli-
questions of iaw. tau districts as well as throughout the country.

The Legisiature has now graduaily iucreased (lOti.) By a re-arrangement of circuits aud con-
the j urisdiction of the County Courts, so as to centration of courts, the Courts of First Instance
niake themn certainiy somiething more than should be established et roneect centres, and
what they were originally callad. Smali Dcbt thus a considerabla reduction -%ould be effected
Courts and the salaries of the Judges have in the'number of judgas and registrars-probably
very proparly heen augmcnted. XVe have a oua haîf of the judges and tbree-fifths of regis-
rigbit te, expect that, with the large number of trars. (iith.) There sbiouid ha a power of ra-

moval from ona Court of Iirst Instance to another
really eligibie men wbo now arc said to aspire for causa shown. (l2th.) The procedure and
to the office of Judge of County Courts, the practice of ail the courts should be simple aud
appoiutments will be henceforth in cvery way uniform, and the proceas of each court sbouid
,frce from objection. run through ail The Court of Probate aud Mat-

Since the original Act of 1846, the legisia- rimonial Causes miglst be talcen as a model for
tien upon the subject of the County Courts the procedara aud practice of Courts of First Iu-
bas been great; the limit lu amount and cha- stance. (iSth.) The juidges should ba appoiuted
racter of their jurisdictiou, legal, equitahia, by letters patent, and sel ected for theirftiess, andi
and extraordinary, the powers of the Judges, talce rauk accordiug to seniority among them-
the sittiugs of courts, the ainount of costs, salves, aud naxt after the youngest puisue judge
,&c., have ail been deait with, and if we are to of the Iligh Court. (i4tb.) There should ba a
credit the on dits as to the Judicature Coin- chiai registrar to each Court of First Instance,

missongreter hanes re ipeniug We an assistaut registrar, wheni necessary, and a suffi-
missin, geaterchanes he med . We oent staff of cloes. (1 5th.) The existing Couuty

pause nomv, only to reter to h propositions Court judges, who h-ave served ton bot less than
of Mr. Daniel, * wbo, in bis paper, receîstly txxenty years, should be allowed to resign upon
read hefore the Social Science Cougress, seenis pensions equal to two thirds of their preseot sala-
te, propose that the Cesîsuty Courts for the ries; those who hîave served tweuty years at
purposes for wbich tbcy were really called their full salary; and tiue Lord Chanceleor should
into existence (viz., the adjudication of cases have foul power to require any others to resigiu
,of small debts and demands, and the adminis- upon suob pensions, (Dlot being iess than two-
tration of justice lu the imînediate district thirds of their prescrit salaries), as Le shiah deem
where the dispute arose) shahl uow cease;- just. (l6tb.) The judges and chief registrars
aud that the courts, instead of being beld, as should bc ineligible for Parliament, but the
now, at short intervals lu the places at preseut judges should be eligible for the Hligli Court, aud
appoiuted shall beucctortb bc estabiished at the chiet registrars excluded from practice,"
conveo lcnt centres : several uf tisa smaller Mr. Daniel adds-
courts beiug donc away witb, aud a very cou- " A set of courts established on tisis basis
siderable portion of the Judge's wiork heug. wvould, I believe, be more efficient and economi-
dalegated to the Registrar. cal than the presont, sud tise diminution in the

We give Mr. Daniel's propositions in bis "u'ber uf j udges would allowx oftjudicial salaries
own words: beiug paid ut an amunt which -%ould secure the

"(Ist.) A reduction lu flice nuinher of tise serviceso ~f able aud o .perienced lawyers. -
courts, by doing away with severai uf tise smaller These propositious are somnewviat startliug.
courts. (2ud.) The power to obtain judgmeut It is difficsl t to sec how the number of Judges
by defanit extended to ail cases ot mouey demand of Counity Courts required lu 1847, wben thea
above 51. (3rd.) The period of limitation for tihe limait of their jurisdiction was 201., can now,
reuovery of debts for shop goods siîould be cois wvhen that jurisdictiou bas been su greatly ex-
siderably reduced, iu tise spirit of tise obsolete teuded aud expanded, be ruccd, with auy
though uurepealed Statute, 1 Jac. 1, c. 12. (4tls.) security for thea work beiug efi'ectualiy par-
Tise principal registrars to have jiirisdictiou to formed. Mr. Daniel's p)roposition, lu nid of
hear ail cases of coutract up to 10/. and ail cases this sebeme, th'st a portion of tise preseut
of tort up to U>, and iny races by consent, with ju oc' shoffld ho del",oated tc tise regis-Il Mpower. in o pecîd caseq tuý referî tise nvarig to tie tra ,, ail aL oissubct of th courts 550W hîeld
jiscge. (5tti ' Ili The~it sheuldl buld fre- bc decontsnued, seuîii (,-,;n to, the most seri-
qiienit cosuits for thse pupss i in places ous objections. There is hardly auy jîsdicial

* Loci Coui is, cliir Constitution and Jiiisiojei abuse more frequenitly comîsiied of, aud
a paper re id befors the Jurisprudence Depa-tmen of the more carefully to be guarded agaiust, than
social science Ceiigress, lseldl at Leeds, Octeber 9, 181 that of the judge abandouing to othars the
V. Verons Harcourt, Esq., Q.C., Presideut-by W. v. S.
Dlaniel, Q.C., Judgs ai Couuty Courts Circuit, No. il. work which hie ought to performn biniscf.
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