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Allah lias no care for us, we are only wonicn; we
niay never enter a masque; our lrightest hope is
a heaven hy ont-selves, to ho gained by obcdi cnre
to aur husbands. They niust ignore us abroad,
at home they beat us. We reekzon aursie1ves as
the w'ild beasts. We are deceitful, profane, (le-
baseci, but lîaw can wve be any botter if they who
kuaiva miore excellent way have no inter-est even
to listen to aur stary, or ta send us belp"

With a dreary sighi, whieh wvas echoed by ail,
sic led the way and they passed on. For very
shame 1 hid my face, but was constraineci ta loo
up as there tottered toward me a vast coimplaty
whose crippled feet proclaimed thein fr-arn the
Chiinese empire. The alrnond eves of the leader
fastened on me as she said :-"l 'Yonr parents re-
joiced ance because Gad liad given thern a daughi-
te r; your welfare lias been consnilted in every-
thing: nature wvas nat intecrfered witli, and yaur
feet wvi1l carry you wh-,Iithiersoever y au -ill; edu-
cation lias been freely~ yaurs; evii bas been care-
fally eradicatcd, adto-day yau pride yaur.elf
an yaur keen sense of rîght an d wrang. Our
parents were disgraced by aur birth ; if they liad
murdered us, no one would have intertered. We
werecr .ppled from eh-ldhood; oureducatian w-as
canfined ta lessons of obedience ta aur fathers,
brothers, husbands, and sonîs; beyond aur own
doors we are forbidden ta be known either for
good or evil. Unable to read, ranked Ly aur
mast advancedl thinkers wtth the monkeys and
and par-rots, what ivoîder if wc are superstitious,
depraved, and viciaus? O Ameriean woman, w-ha
bath mado us to differ, and by wliat right are yau
'not interested' ii us?"

Befox-e 1 could bave spoken, if I bad desired,
thcy bad passed farward and their place wvas
fled with short, rabust figures, clad in manties
of tanncd skia, leather petticoats, and ,hort
beaded aprons. Boads of ail varier ies, buttons,
buekles, aud rings of iran and copper decorated
their stout Ilgures in many fant-astic ways.

They mareheri cntirely ar-ound tbe platform,
clasely scauning nie. before anyanc spoke; th on
the leader said:- Free to came or go, no ter-ror
in lier life, at liberty ta mrr-y or flot, certain of
protection fr-ar aziy abuse, sureLy, sisters, this a
favored waman. Wer of 'Africa are ehattels. We
must marry whom our fathers choose and be anc
of anc of niany wives, subjcct ta cvcry capricef
our busband. If he coiamands us flot ta stand
upright before him, hencefor-th we miust crawl
in bis prescace, on pain of cruel punislîînent. If
he favors oneof us, disfigurement or death awaits
ber from ber jealous companions; unless bh- fav-
ors us, lie beats or kills us as hie chooses, with
none ta interfer-e; wc are bis, body and soul.
Unmarried, -we for-m the estate of aur father or
brother ta be dividcd at bis de-ath among the
beirs. ~but this woman is 'not inter-estcd' in us;
sie car-es flot that ta us no heaven is pr-omiscd
e-quai ta wvlat sIc now enjoys; we are too far off'
0, Gad of America, are we too far off for Tliee ta
car-c? le there na bel pfor us? t I Thy child a
truc representative of Thee 7"

A. cold terror wvas sctt.ling upon me and 1 look-
ed for sorne escape fr-arn the place, but even rus 1
loaked, be-fore me wvere flasiingjcwcls, ricli silks.
and costly apparel. With oecs as bright as lier
jcwels, a wvoman or-led, passionatcly :-" Would
i-ou like ta know aur storv ? Wewere barn iii
lar-oft India. We wcre all mar-ricd before we
were ten, somne of us before wc w-re tirce ycars
aid. We -were taken ta aur husba-nd*s homie ta
be slaves talus mother, to cook his food and send
it ta bim, aw-aiting outside our portion tram
whatcver ho mighit icave. lusc n o i physi-
eian mu-st see or toucli us - v'e are taken out and
laid by the Gangcs, thcsigit of whose lioly waters
is ta cleanse our sins. Af ter deatlî tino saine sacred

streani will receiveo ur a-qhes. Fnr-bi<hilei ta -,ew
or read, aur only occupation is ta quaîrrel wvith
our associate ivives; and so we livo with no pur-
pose, and die wvith na hope. But weai-e the fav-
ored omies in fair linflna aurs is tlie enviable lot;
3-ou shahl see 0111 iiiili.-tplpy siste-s, ta whîose con-
dlit ion wve înaiy bo reduced at auy momienit"

She waved lier bianîd and lier foltowers fr11
baek, lea'-iig at si ,ace bt-fore me ivhich wvas imme-
diate1y lied iviti the iiiost sor-rowfinl faces thab

had3-c apcard.Here w-r-eno jewels or siik--s
but scanty catton. garincats, uncarnhed hair, and
eves heatvy w-ith w-oe. Their speaker steppedl
forvard anîd treuib! isiglysaid :-" \Vc are widowvs.
Whîen aur hiusban<ls died aur ornai-uts %vere.
stripped fr-arn us, and -%ve became slaves ta ai
about us, Wc mnay nover change aur condition,
but must, live an, sleeping on the floor wit h bat
a miat beneath us, eating but anc scant iiieatl a-
day, fasting twenty-four bours once a fortiiht,
eating apart fromn ottiers forbidden e-rca ta seec
others happy. WVe niust Lave no society, and no,
anc rnust slîowus ahkiiidness. Blows and cur-ies
are aur portion, and dcath aur only release."

As lier voice ceased she, tao, waved lier follow-
ers h-tek and instantly rny platforrn w-as sur-
rounded by littie girls, the aide-at under qix. Sucli
draw-n, pitiful, -wan f1c- hope neyer ta sec>

i gain. Tbey lifted pleading bauds and raised
bî-seeching cyce ta mine as they begged :-" 0,
Christian lady prayta your God for us. Wc are
widoivs alrcaiy, and this woe is ours for lite,
Look at tie petted children of yourland; think
of tne curly hends and ]auglning eycs tiat you
love in your homnes. Look at aur tired. feet i . e
bruised ar-ms, aîîd remember lnow tennderly -vou
hold the tiny bainds and guide the daiuty feet of
yoir dir-linizs. Wc beg you taspare anc thought,
utter anc little prayer for us, for w-e number
ei-hty thousand undler six years aid." Eiglity
thouband pzairs of e-yes looked -.vistfully inta miine
for a minute, but suddeniy a vaice said-" It is,
useless; lier Saviaur said-' Suifer little cbildren
to came unta nie,' but she is 'not inte-r-ste-d'"
Tic faint hope died out of their faces .&nd they aill
van ished.

Noting tic te-ar-s on my face, the fair anc at my
side ask-ed-" Nccd 1 do mare te inter-est you in
missions i"

"Yonl " 1 stammr-d; "who are you?
I1 amn Conscience," sic rcplicd, "and 1 stand

bere ta tell vou that 3-aur vision of ta-ni glit is noa
disordered dr-en. 1 have brouglît tr-uth to your
door-; shail 1V knack in vain? I gaveyou an cie-
vatced position, for you are above the sisters wiom.
you have scen, but the platforra tint r-aises% you
is the.Rock-Christ Jesus. Will you be content
ta stand there alone, or have vou at laet inter-est,
ta spar-e for tic nations low in tic dust at the
feet of Allah and 3rahma ? Will vain lîclp VIe-ni
up, or w-i you choose ta hear yourRedeemer say
ta you-' Inasmuch as yc do it not ta anc of the
least o? tiese, ye did it noV ta me?"'

For answer 1 fel! on rny kncs and Conscience
ieft ie, sat.isficd ta have brouglit me-ta my God,
knowir-g tlat sic could trust r-y waking îvith
Ilini To a pitiful Saviaur 1 confessed ail iny
pride and indiffor-ence 1 Re forszavc mce; tinex
1 slcpt swee-tly and rel-r-esiingly. The nextmorn-
ing 1bastcncd ta tic house of m-y friend the col-
lectar, taak back rny heir-tiess words of tic niglit
befare, and gave lier double what shc lad askced.
Thnt morning was the beginning of a ncw life ta>
me, for I pr-omisod my Saviaur that henceforth
Ilis cause sbould be mÏine, and thiat I w-ould give
te thc w-amen of VlIner lands as fr-oely as 1 liad
received frorn Him; and I pr-ay God ta kcep nie
frarn, over being agin sa fast asleep as 1 was *on
that nîglit whcn ased ta contribute ta fare-igu
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