
inetatarse is perhaps the niost charac'tcristic part of the skeleton of a

hird." IProf. Cope finds that thîs extinc(t spcîes of bird. which lise1 to
inhabit our %vestern coasi iii Iertiar), tinies, and to 'vhich he has given

the generie- designa tion of (2yphornis, lîcars greater resemiblance to the
.,tegan(lo)podes or pelicans, than to any other faifly. " 'l'le anterior
asp)ect oîf tlle bone," (:ope say's. (lor. cil. 1). 45 1," is almnost exactly like
that of P1elecanus, 1)11 thc posterior aspect resemibles t biat of none of tihe
ordcr in the absetice of the tendlinous gr-oove." When comipared wit1h
cretaceous hirds, Prof. Cope finds but " one point of.resenmblance " and
that with the ex\tinict formi Iit'spc;ornz.ç, viz in " the ridge-like elevation
of the anterior part of the external tibial facet, whlich is in both genera

connected with the intercondylar tuberosity." 'l'lie affinities of this
bird, Prof. Cope holds, "are mnore clcarly with the S,-teganopodes,coliwbincd
wvith afinities to miore primiitive birds, and having a simrple hypotarsal
structure." Cl.hriuis ,aru Cope, is the naine ascribed to, this
extinct bird, 'vhich in 'l.'rtiary timies-at a 1)erioCl probably intermiediate
betwecn the Eocene and ()ligocene-frequented the shores of VTancouver

Island.

"As regards its habits, it niay be said that the l)neumiatic character

of its foot bone renders it improbable that it dependeci on this mlemiber

for habituai locomiotion on land. In all the hirds of terrestial hab)it
whic I ave xamned" lie continues, "and of wvhich 1 cani give infor-

ination the tarsomietatarse is cither filled with cancellous tissue, dense or

open, or *,le %walls of the shaft are thick as in the Eniu. TIhe prcsumned
affinity with the Steganopodes indicates natatory habits and prob)able
capacity for flight. Should this power have been developed iii Ç>plwrnis

lmi(rlius, it will have been miuch the largest bird of fliglit tlius far

known."

On ,late XX, wvhich accomipanies the text of this fascicle, Prof.

Cope figures four aspects of this bone and in the latter expresses the

hope that additional niaterial wvill bc forthicoing froni which) Io maike

more (lctailed and miore Iperfect descriptions of this extinct bird.

1-I. Mu\. Ami.


