
to be niistaken. Occasioiaillv there are beds of dwarfed marine species
telling of a brîackish scai, anîd others relateci to thiose wc flnd iii estuaries
at the preseiit tirne. You 'viii observe that the remiains mentioned are
aquatie oiganismis only, but ail these deposits contain, lu miore or less
deg'ree, oerial and terrestrial, aiinals and plants. Many of these fre-
qucnted the seas and lakes, and thieir remains rcadily flound place in the
deposits pertaining thereto, wvhile others have been drowned in lakes
or rivers, and have bee» carried out zo sea by streains. Sonie reinains
of land animais occur in Ilsub-aerial" deposits, sucli as blown sand
accumulations on the landi.

A nd, further, we may form a fairly reliable opinion of tibe climate
which obt-ained during the deposit of these, thus, e.g., the Eocene
deposits of Greenland, a country now buried under ice, contain the
trees, shrubs and plants of the temiperato regions-the Eocene of Western
Europe contains reinains of cowrics, volutes and palin.4 closely related
to those fotund in conillination wvitlh a mneai temperature 30' warmer
thail at present.

As bias been siated the various rul-nmations aire characterized (1) by
the association of certain fossils, (2) by the jîredoininance of certain
fanuilies or genci», oi- (3) by an assemblage of fossil renlaitis reprcscnting
the life of the period i» 'vhicii Uic formation Nvas depositcd. But the
record of the life of the wvhole series fronu bot tomi to top is not an
iunintcrruJ)ted one, and tIis Il impjerfect ion of the ]>;îieontological.
Record, as it is term11ed. is to lIe e'îtr becalise Our 1iuowvledge of
prehistorie life is alinost ettrely lînîîtcd to the paîheuntological evidence
ut our disposai. At the otutset is what is knowvn as "urnr -presexted
tinie " or better, pcrluaps, as I flic imperfetIion oftlic Gcologica1 Record,",
oNvin" to the fiact tluat many misîgor undiscovered rock groulis are
buried beneath others or bencath the waters of the sca, out of sight;
that a large portion of thie ear(i , iuelingiýl twvo great colntieut, is as
yet uncxj>lorcd ; and also that dci ition lias plaued tIil saînie havoc
with the dcposits of bygone ages that iL lias ;dayecd with thos-e of to Clay.

N~o better exaifpie of " Il 1 rccuc titiuc " can lic lad tha»l that
oft-qutoted brecak lu tlîe strata -- Grv-at Bricain betwceen tlie sccondary
and tertiarv epoclis. Iii the upper cretaccouis beds tiiere are 50O spt,-cics
of dc.scribed fossils;i anud of tiicse only one brachiopod and a few


