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WHAT THE SWALLOWS DID.

Bv W. H. Moomei, SoetTCN LAKE, N.B.

Durng tiie summer of igoi there were two pairs of swallows
nested at our barn -a pair of Cliff Swallows outside and a pair of
Barn Swallows inside. Tiie Cliff Swaflows were late in coming
anmd were probabi> dniveu (rom sme other barn by havîng their
nest destroyed. They repaired the. rnmains of a nest built the
suimmer before, but left the entrance or door much larger than is
usual for that species, it being fully four inches by orne and orne
hif, the. ordinery way beiog to beave the. door about a 34 fiches in
diameter. At the. time, we wondered why they did flot finish
building.

The. eggs were duly laid, sat upon for about twelv. days and
hatciied. The. weather during tuis time had been warnu, and sme
days were extremely so. Tii. Young were Weil supplied witii
food ; and, not until they were able to mut the. old birds atthie
door wiiem tiiey came with food, was tii. door dlosed to, the. usual

Thon the. question to us was, Why did Ii.> mot make the.
doorway of the. usu sime, eben the. meut wau Brt buift? Why
did tii.y change it after the youImg were mearly Biedged ? After
»mecnieai we condluded, first, that the mu was cooer

and better vemtilat.d by iiavimg the. large doorway, and, secondly,
that leus work was required to build it thus ; we accordingi>y con-
gratulat.d ourselves on havimg uuch an intelligent pair of swallows

When we had solved, this question to our owm satisfaction,
tii.y began to build another meut wiiich was l.ft umfinisiied. Now
we tiiougiit our answer to the first question wau sure]> wrong. It
could mot b. to save work that the. doorway ws left large, for
herm tii.> were makimg amodier mout.

Tii. days were stili ver> warm, and w. foumd that the. old
birdus, whem restimg from feedimg the. Young, used tus other meut
to oit onirnthieshade of thie eveof the barn imst.ad of sittimg on
the. roof as other peoples Swallowu are wont to do, or "u are
crowded in the. meut witii the. Young.


