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particular moment to them in 2 country, furnishing intelligence
thronghthe medium of its own press. The “Thnes? will seareely
quarrel with me, particularly as the diselosure is made in 10
epirit of impugnment of its liberality, wheu I state that offer to
have been threo hundred sterling peranntm, exelusive of passage
money and trevelling expenses, which made the whole amount in
Canida to exceed four hurdred pounds currency, and this for
merely seruding homo romo fifty Tetters inthe year, Wellmay a
paper so liberally coudneted, commardd as it deservedly does, the
surpon und respeet of the whole world,

n consequence of mf detention in Montreal, I did not reach
Quebee until Lord Darham hiad been a day or two anived. e
had landed in great state—a state befitting the vice-regal clarac-
ter in which he came to govern the country, and his numerous
and handsome_equipages, and alnost intenmiuable Lagease it
required zomo days to puton thore and disposeofs  Had iy fricnd
the Yaukee agent who, on & recent occusion, did me the funor io
mistake me for his Lordship, been present at the disemlarkation
of this ¢ plundery” he would indeed have been considerably
amazed.

His Excellency’s first levee was held on the day that T reached
Quebce, and as I could not get my baggage conveyed tothe hotel
to which I had been recommended in sufficient time, 1 had the
mortification to_find my costume complete only when the Iast of
the departing visitors announced its terminations  ‘The next day,
however, I called, left my card and wrotz mny name in the visitors®
booke An invitation to dinner quickly suceeeded, and en the
iolloying Sunday I had the honor of dining at the Custle of Saint

C\WV1S.

Chere was a largo party assembled, consisting chiefly of the
Senior Oflivers of the Garrison, and of the Admiral and Captains
of the squadron (some seven or eight sail in number), then lying
befire Quebee.  The conversationin the drawing-10 1 was of a
nmuixed and general nature, His Excellency, who wore the Order
of the Bath on a plain dress coat, doing the agreeable to most of
his guests in tura; but when, after divner (and this was always

iven d la Frangaise, and without any prolorgred sitting over the

essert,) we again adjonrned to the drwing roun, Lord Durhiam
was pleased to make me the especial olject of his notice, by in~
vitiug me to take a geat on the sofa between himself and his
beautiful sister-in-law, Mrs. Grey. Here during two hours of un~
broken conversation, he was pleated o make hnown tome alihis
projected plans of government, and sought, it was evident to e,
to seok my approval.

So much_marked attention on the part of the first Governor~
General of British North America, and a nobleman 0 reputedly
haughty as the Earl of Durham, I cuitainly had not the vanity to
attribute to any particular merit of my own. 1 wuas well assured
that in thus singling me (then a stranger to him) from the dis-
tinguished company with which the drawing-room was filled, His
Excellency was anxious to acknowledge the power of that mighty
engine I was in Canada to represent, and which, Larl as he was,
and invested with a dign'ty only inferior to that of the Sovereim,
he felt could make or mar his diplomatic career. I had not, in
the course of any previous conversation with his Lordship, made
the slightest allusion to the political position in which T was
Elaced, but I had reason to believe that this had been made

nown to him by others, I am particular in stating this, because
it reflects the utmost credit on the character of the distinguished
statesman, whose services have been so insufficiently ackuow-
ledged by his country, that in his views of the governunent of Ca-
nada he was desirous of securing the approbation even of those
who werd opposed to him in political principle. Had Lord Dur-
ham really been the unduly haughty man he has been repre-
sented, that consideration never would have weighed with him.
He would have followed his own course, as circumstances might
have directéd, and, satisfied of the iutegrity of his purpose, have
yielded up the trust which had Leen reposed in him By his So-
verergm, inthe full consciousness of having done his duty, and
therefore in a spirit of disregard of all party censure.

But althongh Lord Durham was naturally desirous that tho
“Times » should think favorably of his measures, and, on all
suitable oceasions, put me in pessession of such views of policy
as he conceived 1o be most calculated to ensurce the supyort of that
journal, there was nothing in his langnage or manner to indneo
the slightest suspicion that ho was actuuted by other than the
most straight-forward motives. 1le desired that his actions
should be judged solely in accordance with their own meiits, and
in a spitit of impartiality. He had no tortuons policy to sustain,
no selfish views to accomplish. Neither wealth nor title was to
be his reward for suceesstully acquitting himself of the high trust
confided to him. Both of these he possessed, and therefore to
obtain them there conld be no need of sacrifige of his integrity.
Ambition, the landable ambition of Eealing théMounds of a” dis-
racted and an important colony, to which the attention of all
Europe was then directed, was the chief, indeed his only aimj
and as no skill, no stratagy of the mere political empiric could
render the curing of the disease a creditable one, he was tco
proud to apply remedies which should not be of enduring effi-
cacy. Had he condescended to these he would at least have

been better thanked, while he would at the same time havo
saved himself wuch unrequited trouble.  Neverwas there a man
whuse warm houesty of puipose, as attestr d during his wany caon-
vereations with me on the subject, was Jess understood or neknow-
ledged, thu: that Lord Darham, during his brief administeation of
the afliirs of Canada.  And here let mo revert to his general
policy.

! In )mulenal:ing the inission confided to him by his Sovereiun,
Lord Duiham never conld lave anticipated the resiraints that
were intended to be imposed upon a course of political conduct,
whicly, to be renlly valuable or eflicient, required to be unre-
strictelboth $n spirit aud inJeter. Had it been otherwise, His
Lord=hip never would have placed himsclf at the merey of those,
who, with the will, seem to have had the power, to coerco his
blic conduet in @ manver the mest injurions to the interests of
llis new gevernment.  Lven had the slightest intimation been
given prior to hi~ departure frun England that it was the inten-
tion of the hinpeiial Parliament to wateh his curcer with a closo
and jealous eye, and to disavow whatever acts were not recog-
nized by the acknowledzed law of the land he was about to gu-
vern, it s prohable that his Lordship wonld have stipulated, asa
leading condition of his aceeptance of the highly responsible of-
fice, that something more shonld be left to the judgmient (which
a personal acquaintance with the country shoukd enable him to
form) than was comprehended in the mere teehnjeal readivg of
the aet constitmting the High-Commissionership.  But no such
limitation of power was at that timo either preseribed orhinted at.
Both the open and the secret enemies of Lord Durham waited
until the mission had departed, aud then, and not antil then, they
carefully conned over the acty paragraph by paragraph, manifest-
ing an unworthy anxiety to seize on the slightest pretest for east=
ing censure u‘)on whatever stroke of policy—no matter how indis-
pensablo to the peace and prosperity of the country—should not
proveto Le in striet accordance with the letter of the act.  Like
so many Shylocks, they were resolved to insist upon the pound of
flesh, and the ponnd of fle=h only, iu liquidation of the bond,

DMeanwhile the arrival of Lord Dutham, at Quebee, was hailed by
the united population of Canada, who had looked forward to his ad-
veat with a full assurance that he came armed with extraordinary
powers, suiled to the cmergency, and necessarily possessed of the
appliances necessary fo soothe the differences which had so fong
agitated the country. This indeed was an almost herculean task,
but 1 shall presently refer to the grand and comprehiensive measure
entertained by his Lordship with this objcct immediately in view :
first, however, taking a bricf survey of his general {\olicy. .

The carly efforls of Lord Darham were directed, in the first in-
stance, to the punishment of those state prisoners whom the highly
culpable indecision of his rrcdccessor (Lord Gosford) had suflered
1o remain so Jong undisgosed of 3 and in the sccond, to the establish-
ment of such relations with the President of the United States as
weuld guarantee to the Canadas the observance of a strict neutrality,
in the event of any future disturbance in the counl?'.

As the act of amnesly is too much a matter of history—and of
eventful history beth in itself and in its consequences—to be passed
over without cominent, it may be well to call the attention of the
reader to the particular circumstances under which it was
promulgated.

Had "Lord Dutham’s mission to Canada taken place during the
progress of the rebellion, the exigency might have called for, and
of course would have commanded, the stringent application of the

ower conferred by the authority (supposed extraordinary, but not so
i fact, if we =1e to believe the House of Lords) vested in the com-
mission. In such case Yord Durham would have done what his
predecessor in the government had failed to do, and the summary
groccss of martial law, which ought to have been resorted to long

cfore his Lordship’s arrival in the country, would have purged Ca-
nada of the traitors whom an injudicious party spirit at home had
fostered into uncompromising enemies of “vitish rule. But Lord
Durham?’s mission, undertaken as it wasa. moment when these
disturbances had apparently ccascd, was not tuat of an avenger but
of a pacificator, It was less an object with him to punish with rigor
the guilty leaders of the rebellion, than to pour the oil of conciliation
info the weunds of two distinct partics, mutually injured and in-
juring; and with a view to this end, he, like a skiiful physician,
preparcd a remedy for a discase which being without parallel, and
of 2 new and extraordinary character, required some unusual ap-
plication to remove it. .

A correct appreciarion ofthe condition of the conntry, and of the
almest mockery of the trial by jnrf', where the party accused of
Politicn] crimes had the power of challenging his judges, until he
1ad succeeded in obtaining those by whom he felt confident of
being acquitted, at once suggested to the mind of his Lordship the
futility and ridicule, nay, the encouragement to future acts of re-
bellion, which must be consequent on the submittal to the civil
tribunal of the traitors then in confinemeut. Even admitting that
he could have anticipated the condemnation of the rebel chiefs,
the very act of referring them toan ordeal that might have entailed
the punishment of death, would have been completely to have de-
feated the principal object of his mission, namely, the pacification
of all existing feuds between the British and French populztions.
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