
113 1,t&tptons of' Mount Etina.

,'beeii vaiôiis, and ýextend traha serles of' i+iany
cehtuties. 0f' these several1 interestinie accounts
have been transmîitted. But of ail its eruptions,
-thât in 1669 was the most remarkable. It was at-
tended, we are infirmed, with an earthquake, which,
in 'an instant o erturned the town of Catania, thougli
teàn iiles distant from the mountain,'and buried no
less than 18,000 persons in its ruins. The EarI ôf
Winchelsea, who happerjed to be in SicilY, at the
time, informis us that, aftér the most 'violent internai
strugle and shýakingr of the whole island, the la-va
at leng«th burst forthi in torrents, ascending, in the
first instancé, lif'teen feet âbove the top oftle open-
in.a, the flarne at i.he samne tinie rising as highý as thue
loffiest steeple in England-thiat the lava, as it ig.
sued fro-m the *ountai, -was .poured along like
mùelted irof-that it adIvanced iinto the sea six hun-
dred yards, and was a mile in breadthi-that in its
courseihroug-h the country it destrbved in -forty days
the habitations of 27,000 persons-that in its pro-
gress it met with a lake four miles in -conupass,* and
nlot only flledi it up, though it was twenty-four fa-
thonus deep, but raised it -into a mnountain--that solid
burn*n rocks, five yards in diameter, were hurled,
to rh istance of a mile, and many smaller ones up.-
wards of fthree mniles-that the sun did nlot appear
for many -weekg--tliat the day seemed to be turned

~Into night-r-and that it was net tilt four-iinonthis froin
the time it began to discharge its contents, that these
dreadful symptoms abated.

It should be rennarked, lowever, that -though the
eruptions are so dreadfally destructive for the time,
yet iliey are frequently succeed'ed by showers of
asiies, which speedily transfor-m the beds of lazva into
an expanse, of plenty, and the country resumes its
form--er beaiuty andi fertility.


