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xnay be worth wvhi1o to state shortly wlîaî the
Royal Airrieultural Society is, howv it Nvoiks,
what gooâ it lias done, %vliat ils faults are, and
how it may bu made more useful for the futu re.
The survey thus proposed is, rcuudered the more
appropriate al the prescrit moment wh'eîî the
Iast decisive battie betveen Free '1rade anîd pro-
tection is, wvitlà ne dloubti*ul ic-sue, being fouglit
te its close, and whleii soine instruction may be
durived by contrasting the fruits of a ,reat politi-
cal contest wvith, Ihie unostentatious ]abois of a
body of mon endeavotiring- te deveiop thu olest,
the most necessary, and jîerlîaps the greaiest, of
the useful arts.

The Royal .Agricuiuural Society of Engiand
-,vas incorporated in 1839 for a variety of objeuts.
It wvas to embody sucli infoirnation contained in
agricultural publications, and in other scientifie

woks, as had been proved b 'y practical expe-
rience useful te the cultivators of the soil. Il
was te correspond wvith agricultural, horticulturai,
and other scieniific scoieties, belti at, borna and
abrcad. Il was te enicourage experimentai
agriculture, te promoté improvements in impie-
monts and in tZ construction ef farm-buildiugs
and cottages, te develop thie science cf agricul-
tural chemistry, te ascertain Ilie best Mans cf
eradicating wueds and of destroying insects
injurious te vegetable life, te hielpollie dis-
covery and iintroduction cf new varieties of
useful plants, te maise thue standaid. cf educa-
tion, among the agricultural classes, te assist
ia improving the veturinary art, and te encour-
agre the bush modes cf cuitivahien and the
best breeds of stock, anîd, finally, te contribuîeas
far as pos.sible te tuie comfort and wvelfaie of the
laborer. It wiil bu admitted that the society
had a wvide enough fieid cf exertion thus opcned
up teit. Let usksue hov il wvenîteo work therein.
Its operations may, bu coliected frem the privi-
loges cf mnembersluip (with a Journal publiied
in half-yearly parts), the services cf a cousult-
ingr chemist, the îown meetings cf ilie ce unil,
at which lectures are read and discus-ý,.ions tale
place on ail subjects of interest included within
the scepe cf the seciety's charter, a library for
reference, the annual country meetiiu"s, wvhieh
include a show cf 6tock ani impiemeuls, and,
finally, some advantafres in connectien with the
Royal Veterinary Coilege. The scciety rnay
aisoe daim, such credit as is due te it for having
promoted, the Royal Agricultural Coilege at
Cirencester-an institutioin whichi may yul prove
of great value in supplying an uulighteiled bodly
cf ilan d-agents competent for the care cf those
important inîerez.îs wvith wvhich they are inirust-
ed. The ceiluge, howevor, bas now ne connex-
ion with the soiuty, and is meruly mentiened
incideatally. 0f the different muans thus adop-
ted by the Society for the prometion cf agricul-
taire, the Journal le certainly crie cf the most
valuable and successful. It has a circulation
censiderably in excusB cf the number cf mcm-
1 ers in the society, notwithstandiiig that the gra-
*hi itous distribution te them raises the price, te the

publie to an exorbitant amount. In this last
ue.ipect the araueiwuts do net apliear ho bu wî
aIl ou a sat i'factory basis ; and tlho Council, if
Ilery do net spe dily mtk e somue change, may,
find private enter-prise. depriving tliem cf a neans
of usefulncss wliiclîcaîînut be toumuchi. prîyed
There are hiuiidreds of faTmersiviio -%vould willinfr.
]y becoîne su bscribers for the .Journal if thse saye
(if il hiad nulot bueen conveihed int a practlcal
inoîîupoly for thîe purpose of securiug additiunal
members. The pnie cf each part is lus., 60
that in tihe yuar the gurieral public are inuluhed
fer it as much as if they biad joiried the society.
0f thse value cf ibis periodical in the information
whiicli il centains it is difficult te speak toc higyh-
ly. Its pages possess an inhere8t Nwhiih wvili
often prove attractive te the ieash professienal
reader; and vhilIe visionary thucnies are rejected
on the une lsand, and the bigotry cf routine
discouistenanced. on the other, the successlul
applications of since te prautice are elucidated
%with the gyruatusi caiv and by the best author-
lies. Take, for example, the twe parts issued
labt year as spe~cimens. Thje furst opens with
an articeu on agricuitural chemistry by 1)r.
Laives, cf Rothamstead, and Dr. Gilbert; Mr.
Pusey writus an accouaI cf M'Cormick's reap.
ia machine, and Professer Way trents on super-
phosphate cf lime, and Mr. J. A. Clarke -ive!
an excellent acceunit cf the farrning cf Licoln-
sbire. ln ihe second part, Mr. Lawes is again
fcuud recording an elaberate suries cf expers.
ments on the comparative fattenirig qualities
cf différent breeds cf sheep. There is a very
remarkablu essay by Mr. Joshua Trimmer, on
the Agricultural Geelogy ef Etigland and Wale8
-eune which opens up an enliruly unuxpored
field cf science, and which, pursued in cossjunc-
tien wvith Professer Wny's resuarchus ile the
diflereut quaiity of soils, wili ne doubt yet throv
very e\tetusive light upon the prac tice of agri-
culture. The part concludus with a report
drawn up by Mn,1. Pu.sey, on the agriculturaliîm-
plemen& iii Ilie Great Exhibition. Copions ex-
tracts frein tluat report were publisbed in the
Timnes wben il first. appuarud, and the -%vhoie
forms a meot comprehensive shatement cf the
va]luable andi increasing aide whicli the mechan-
ical ingenuiîy cf the aze is se rapidiy placing ai
the disposaI cf the cultivahors cf the sou. No
pursoni who refers te that report or te the able
lecture delivered on the came cuLject before the
Suciety cf Arts by Professer Wilson, can fail tu
ho struck with the pregress which, bas beer
madle, and is chili rnaking, in Ibis direction, and
Mr. Pusey puts the practical recuits at once
truthfully and weil, wvhen bue says that "the
efforts cf agnicultural meehanists have been
in ail] the main branches cf farming labor taken
toguther te effect a saving on eutgeings of littie
Iess than one-haif:"ý that the new machines
have, in addition te that saving, Ilthe mento
very great cheapriess,» and that they Ilbave

Ygiven to farmng what ih most wanted, net abso-
lute indeed, but comparative certainty.11 Look-ý
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