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ing protest. "The fiercest zeat of the Hlugue-
mots iu France, of Covenanters lu Scotiand,
sigainst the badges and symbole of the Latin
Cburch, la perbaps but a dira sbadow o! that

1 whicb grew lu a white tieat in the heurts of the
î wrsbipers ut Jehovah. They apolie out iu

urd ft correapoudiug strengtlî. Evil was
ýcming ou Jeruaalem n'hich ahould maire the
mars ut men tu tingle (2 Kings 21. 12)....
Foremoat, we mny weli helieve, among tbuse
who thus bore their witneas was tbe oid propbet,
now beut witb the weight ut fourore years,
wbo had in hi, earlier days protested witb equai
eouruge nainst the crimes of the king's grand-
father. Ou him, tom, according tu the old Jew-
lob tradition, came the firal shock ut the perme-
cution. Enraged at the rebukes which the aged
Ipruphet doubtiesa adminimtered, the king l, said
tu bave caused film ta tee aown aaunder with a
wodaen saîe'; tîts fate seema tu be allueled to lu
lIeb. Il. 37. llabakkuk may alao bave ,hared
Ia marlyrdom. Blut tbe persfeution did no1

stop there. It attsrked the wbole order ufthle
true pruphets, and thuse whu followrd thein.
Every day wiitnessedl an ezectution (2 Kings 21.
16I). l'hi slaughler waa like that under Alval
er Charles IX. Tbe martyrs whu were faithful
unlu destb hall tru endure nut torture unty, leut
the mocks and taentis ut s goilleus generation,
(ls. .57. 1-41. Long sfterward the reniemt-
terancu of thut reigof utlerror tingpred in the
imids ut men un, a ganit for which notleing couli
atone (2 King. 24. 4)" (Mcclelitiock aud
&ruong's CyctopSedia).

TnEî STOCKS FOR A Fout
Msnnasephs md carrer ut tolly and crime

Isrought inevîtable retrihution. God used thebking, ut SN-ria and Assyria as bis police for the
discipline ut bils peopîle. Verse 10 ut the leson
talls us thal "the Lord ,pake 10 Msanaseeh. ami

Ito Rets peuple: but thev Nuulel nul henrhen."
is words werr îlrlivered hy bis protilrt, and

many ut tbem the king hadl csused to bie put lu,
deatb. Then came the Assyrians. We are toell
nolhing ut the siege. The reaistance w,, tîî,eb.
ahly eveak, for a tieupîle su corrupted larbeil tie
apirit for heruir îewstance. 'l'le king wao vi,j.
tured, ond, am the accolant sieeis lu fidicatc,
witti a book ln bis amiue sont boutad witli ici,,
chiains, n'as led away tu tiahylon. lie wa, Ille
clîlet foui amoug the kings ofthIe eartb, alli
God met hilm ii the stocks for the cure of li,
tolly. And (bd uoully turuvides the stock,. for
auch a fouI, whellier a king or nul.

A PITIABLE RIEFORMATIoN
lu bis cstetivity and deep homiliation bleîis.

seb repented, and humhled iioiseit Mre Coll
sud prayeci, sud ai ls <bd heurd bilae hol fn

1iity upun hia. Ill, repentance, we mayleli.
was gensine, sud as deep as in natur,' liii
catiocit3' for repentance. bel pI»rmilîrd liîîî t
r o hsck lu Jerusslemi and assum0e wlioi îîîîî
iave bren but the shsdow ut kingly aitriîlî.
for hie wos rite vassal ut Bahylon. Notiiiiei- i l
smrti affliction cuuld have ssvedl hlm. It %%is,
bird Nvay ut cueaeig lu he kîiuwlrdge, but fu
him il n'as the ouly way. titîa the Lord l iii
God. H@e should have knunn liiot nt tlîe '
eîlng and oritereit bis Nçavo wilth retere'nùe' io i
Buot we muat e.ul overlooh the fltact uit bis' r-ý
tientonce and retorinstlion liii nut inakt i' Ef,'
wortb machb. lir trieid ln o weok hinît ofi
to maint rte miochiet i utuel lie r liat:iîiîooth
bol il wnt belt a littîr evoy. Iti os i'îiî
rthiler than poîsitivee. The Biook ut tIi" ls
n'as liait sight ut. snd nis on])' broieglitil)e Iîi.hi
luinî u tel f i gcsnduoen. 'l'le areh, ethêl
corruant n'bieh lie hsd rneIe~el ns i i
stureit 'T'te liruthels Niioni lie hl iblll ol
mot< tir relîrd. (lois' eiecrrltul. oral flw'~iîî
tîmot truly relienu nvIli te targlonrd; hiu iii
tîlsîself estimni: smdolinte îiill wlîie'l a 'ir
ner ha, dtoue. nour maire grelîl a tift, nue'.' gié
chances have bren tîrown swsy.1

THE LESSON PRAYER

O Lord, in the story cf the king's life which we have studied to-day
we have been made te see the folly cf sin and the impotence cf manin
bis fighting against God. How little a thing it lis for thee te humble
the pride cf men and te break them with the rodi cf thy correctionl
And we have learned also that it la better for a man te be overthrown
in his sin than to prosper and prevail ; for if affliction had net corne
tapon the sinning king he would flot have been brought te repentance.
Give us te see what ruin sin works in life, and how beyond ail remedy
are many of its effects ; and may we shrinlc from puttlng evili nfluences
in motion, by aur words and by aur deeds, whlch, theugh we repent with
bitter tears, vie can never arrest. And yet we thank thee that, though
we have destroyed ourselves, in thee li our help. Amen.
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