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FOURTH QUARTER: THREE MONTHS' STUDIES IN THE WRITINGS OF JOHN.

A. D, 30

Wonm 18,014, [Commil to memory verses & 8.]

1 When Je'sus had spoken these
words, he went forth with his discl-
ples over the brook Ce'dron, where
was a garden, into the which he en-
tered, and his disciples.

2 And Ju’das also, which betrayed
him, knew the ylmw: or Je'sus oft-
Mlmm resorted thither with his disel-

s,

8 Juwdas then, havin received a
band of men and oMcers from the chief priests and
Pha’i-sees, cometh thither with lanterns and torches
and weapons.

§ Jw'sus therefore, knowing all things that should
come upon him, went forth, and said unto them, Whom
soek ye?

5 They answered bim, Je’sus of Naz'a reth. Je'sus
waith unto them, 1 am he. And Judas also, which be-
trayed bim, stood with thet.

¢ As soon then as he had said*unto them, I am he,
they went backward and fell to the ground.

LESSON 1. JESUS BETRAYED. [Oet. 3.

7 Then asked he them again, Whom seek ye? And
they said, Je'sus of Nuz’a-reth,

8 Je’sus answered, 1 have told you that Tam he: it
therefore ye seek me, let these go their way @

9 That the saying might be fullilled, which he spake,
Of them which thou gavest me have 1 lost none.

10 ‘Then S8i’mon Pe’ter having a sword drew It, and
smote the high-priest's servant, and cut off his right ear.
The servant's name was Mal’chus.

11 ‘Then said Je’sus unto Peter, Put up thy sword-into
the sheath : the cup which wy Father bath given we,
shall T not drink it?

12 Then the band and the captain and ofticers of
the Jews took Je'sus, and bound hiu,

13 And led him away to An‘nas first: for he Wiy
father-in-law to Ca’fa-phas, which was the high-=priest
that same year.

14 Now Ca’la-phas was he, which gave counsel Lo the
Jews, that it was expedient that one wan should die for
the people.

General Statement.

It i now midnight. perhaps a hittle Iater, after the
Inet supper. The full moon looks down upon a eom-
pany at the garden of (iethsemane, on the western
slope of the Mount of Olives, The eleven disciples
ure there, ||uy' awakened from their sleep, duzed and
bewildered. And the Saviour is there, with the marks
of the ngony through which he has just passed still
lingering ||+\on his face, though his look is calm and
mujestic. The battle has been fought under the olive-
trees, und the Congqueror has come forth to receive his
crown, There is another cmngmy near at hand, Judas
and the band of enemies. Perhaps they have been
watehing near the garden, a8 i plage where the traitor
knew that the Master would pu=s by and pause on his
road to Bethuny; il‘fhﬂlm they had lurked in the
shadows on Mount Zion, and had followed the Saviour

the garden, and confronts his foes. Judas the traitor
comes out from the group, and with a pretended love
greets him with a Kkiss. The Saviour turns from his
perjured lips toward the bund of enemies, At hix look
of mingled innocance and klugllnrun they fall back and
full down upon the ground, but after & moment they
rally and again o proach. Meantime the disciples in a
littie knot around their Muster have gathered courage.
Poter, ever the first to act, draws his sword. and strikes
at the leader of the band, who chances to be the servant
of the high-priest. Jesus gives him a gentle rebuke,
and by a touch heals the wound upon hisenemy's head.
Even after such & sign of might and of mercy. his cap-
tors seize him, while his disciples scatter, and the un-
resisting Saviour is bound and carried away a prisoner.
We see in the outskirts of the throng two disciples fol-
lowing, the fuithful John near at hand, and the fickle

and the disciples from the supper-room. heir presence
is not unknown to Jesus, for in spirit he has seen every
footstep. He now comes forward to the eutrance of

these words. **These words™
are the teachings con ned in John 18 to 16, and the
rruyer in chap. 17. The full round of instruction had
heen given, and now Jesns was ready for hisg sufferings.
He went forth. Out of the city, probably from Mount
Zion, to go_toward the Mount of Olives. The brook
Cedron. Properly, *the winter-torrent Kidroni" a
«trenm which during the rainy season runs down the

Verse 1. Hadspok

valley of Jehoshaphat, on the east of Jerusalem. |

Where was a garden, The garden of Gethsemane,
as we learn from the other gos pels, It i uncertain
whether the site marked by tradition is the true one or
not. into the which he entered, Here took place the
agony, which belongs at this point in the history, but
i not narrated by John.

2. Judasalso, Hehad left the twelvent the supper-
table some hours before. and was now approaching the
garden with his band, Contrast the spirit and motive
in each of those two companies ! Knew the place.
Knew that it was a place fuvored of his Muster for
prayer and meditation, and that he was likely to be
there after the supper. Ofttimes resorted, Itwouldap-

ear to have heen a place where Christ was wont to go
for retived conversation with his disciples.

3. Having recelved a band. Rev. Ver., “'the band
of soldiers.”” 1t was a detachment from the garrison
at the tower Antonia, overlooking the temple. An
oficers. These were the police of the temple, who
were controlled by the Jewish couneil. Pharisees.
These are named becanse s u party they were opposed
toJesus, Cometh thither. Perhips the hud watehed
nenr the supper-room for the coming of Jesus and the
disciples, and had followed them at a distance. With
lanterns and torches, Not used to light their way,
as the moon was full, but to search the shrubbery

Peter afar off.

Practical Notes.

| and hiding places among the caves on the side of Mount
Olivet,

4. Jesus therefore, knowing. Our trinle come
n us a8 unknown, and are. therefore, the more
ensily endured, Our Saviour saw the dark clond gath-

it would break. The Rev. Ver. reads, * knowing nil
the things that were coming upon him ;" referring to
his sufferings as already present. Went forth. Hedid
not wait to be arrested in the garden, but went out of it
to meet his enemies, his spirit having obtained the vie-
tory over his flesh in the agony. d unto them.
Judas sprang forward to greet him with the traitor’s
Kkiss ; Jesus spoke a moment with him, and then
turned to the throng. Whom week yel He knew
them. and their lenders knew him ; but he asked the
question that they might declare their purpose.

5. Jesus of Nazareth, More precisely “ Jesus the
Nazarene.” the name by which he was known, bear-
ing with it a shade of contempt, (1) He who was once
despised is now erowned with glory. | am he. There
was 1o hesitation nor hiding, ~He declared himself at
once to be the one for whom they were seeking, und he
dec'ared it with snch majesty as to startle his enemies.
And Judnas also. Sixty years afterward the scene ap-
pears before John's eyee Just as in that dreadful hour
every actor in it stood ; the group of enemies, the
teaitor, and the Saviour rising before them calm and
serene.

6. They went hackward, The majestic appear-
ance, the glorious look upon his face. and the ealmness
of his words, made un overwhelming impression upon
the band, Unconeeionsly each one drew back from his
| presence, aud fell prostrate. Fell to the ground. All

\ ering over his head, and knew the very moment when




