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erninent. 'I1 certainly think it is harder te got at the truth in
an English Ceunty Court,' he declares, ' than it wwi in a North -
West cutchery.' And hoe adds, I took a note of a hundred con-
soeutive cases for less than £20 triod beforo me at Birmningham.
I feund there wvas bard cr(>ss-swoarillg in sixty-th ueo. 0M'course
there is much bar-d sweairing wh ich is iot, porjury,' but ' after
makîng ali allowane for bard swoaring wvhich is not perjury,
there romains a terrible residuum of wilful and corrupt poIrjury,
which urgently catis foi- a rernedy if the administration ef justice
is not to bo reluced te a f»arce.' The expression here employed
is by ne means adequate. If the orders of' a Court are se infeted
by false tostimony as te be ais often wirong as right, or te, anything
like that extent, the admninistration et justice is not a ' farce,' but
an eutrage, and the seoner the Courts are shut up the better.
Bad as matters are, hewever, they have net reachod, se terrible a
pitch as that. No one doubts that the truth is very genotrally
arrived at in the resuit, and, altheugh we sheuld agreo witli
Jud<io {'halmers that the administration cf the eath is newadays
vory ofton an ' irrcerent tice,' wo s00 ne ground for thinking
that it i8 Mre difficuit than at any former period te determine
issues cf fact. With the prepesal that the judgo sbeuld deal
with porjury committed befere hirn as a centem)t ef' Ceurt,
Judge Chalmers will have netbing te de; and iii this ho shews
the seund sense wbich characterises the whoeoef' bis article.
Apart frem the great and nocessary safeguaird whicb the cencur-
rence ef twe indopendent tribunals censtitutes, the judge whe tries
the cause in which the perjury is cemmitted is net, at tho
memenit, a fair judge et' the offence. ' There is a geed doal of
humnan nature in înost judges, and a judgo is naturally anneyed
when hoe discevers an attempt te doceive him and te mako him
de injustice in a case hoe is trying.' Bosides, the liberty 0f mon
and wemeil is net te bo dispoed ef in the meed eor the hurry
which a press ef business intreduces, at Ieast in Ceunty Ceurts,
inte theodoterminatien of small debt cases. ' We have ne timo
te de things rogularly,' a vory capable Lendon Ceunty Ceurt
judge recont!y said, in answer te a remenstrance frem the Bar.
This is perfectly true, and it censtitutes a final objection te the
exorcise ef criminal and civil jurisdictiens cencurrontly and cen-
temperanously. If the procodure tir the presecutien ef petty
perjur-y were madd simple, easy, and expeditieus in the way the
article pr-oposesç, it weuld ho necessary te prevido a safeguard
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