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knowledg-e and achievenent is ever widening, it becomes as the
decades pass more and more apparent that ail trades and pro-
fessions tend to sub-division into specialties, aud it tiierefore
becomes the more iiecessary that workers should be trainied for
the special. work they have in view.

But the idea of sub-division iinplies the pre-existing entity.
The specialist must have a broad foundation of liberal edtmcation
upon wvhich. to rear his special structure, iii order that lie may
have ail the use of lis mental facuities,, and be able inteiligrently
to uitilize the opportunities at his command. This May not be
absoiuteiy mecessary for thc occasional geniuses who flash. the
wonders of tlieir achieveinents upon the world, but it undoubt-
edly is so for t.he inajority of mankind.

Fortunate indeed are those to wvhon lias corne the opportunity
of acquiringy thc liberal training afforded by a university course
as the basis of the special preparation for the wvork of their lives,
but this is beyond the reachi of many, and it becomes therefore
a matter of parainount importance that elementary education,
includingr that furhishied by wvIat are coininoiy câlled prepar-
atory schools-the education afforded by thec public schools of
the counitry-siould be, in ail respects, the best, the Most
thoroughl, the mnost coniprdhiensive, that intelligent effbrt and
wvise expenditure eau muake it. In a majority of cases it aflbrds
thc onily equipmnent attainable for thc battle of life, and even
thoughi foilowed by special training it is equaliy important, as
without it developnent on special lines is unbalanced develop-
ment and to a great extent fruitiess effort.

Absolute competency, ultimate superiority cannot be attained
by special training, unless there exists that broad foundation of
truc education wvhichi draws ont and develops the mental
faculties and enables thc nian to apply his strengthi intelligently
and effectively.

Eleincntary training again dcpends largely and principally
upon the thiorougliness of tIe iinitial stcps, and the recognition
of this fact is an cncouragitg feature of the educational problem.
at the present. Thc tim-e lias happily passed wvheii it wvas
thoughit that any teacher wvas grood enoughi for littie dhidren,
and the truth is now universally recognised that thc best and
rnost thoroughly trainied teadhers and tIc wisest licads sliould
be, chosen for that wvork.

A chain is flot stronger thian its wveakest link. TIc incereasing
dernand for the highcest resuits in thc shortest time, forced upon
us by the accelerated pace of modern life, nmakes it necessary
that equal. attention and care should be cxpended at every stcp
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