
S BIBLE SOUIETY RtECORDERt.

THE FXRST BIBLE SOCIETY:

WITHI AN ANECDOTE ABoUT PUBLIC MEETINGS.

The Earl of Shaftesbury presided la.st suimmer at a meeting in Exeter Hall
iii sup1 port of the Irish Scripture Readers' Society. The attendance wvas iot
so large as the wurthiniess of the cause iniglit have seourcd. In fact, one of
the speakers referred to it as a " poor meeting." Lord Shaftesbury, iii res-
ponse to, a hearty vote of thanks for his conduot in tise chair, took Up this
phrase about a poor meeting, and iii lis owiz genial, câeery way, said, Il1,
for oîîe, do not care one straw about this not being so large as Borne of the
meetings, lover whichi, fromn timie to time, 1 preside. I have by this time
become accuatomned tu very large mneetings, and tO 'Very smal meetings.
Somietimies 1 have seeon no good at ail resultiing from your large meetings
whereas frein very suiail gatherings tise resuits have been of the rnost blcgsed
and encouraging character. I once saw a vast amount of good resuit from
whiat would have been cailed no meeting at ail. In strict phraseology there
was ne m.,eoting, aithougis it wvas advertised to be heid iu this hall and what
did actuaily take place traxîspired in the hall where we are now assemibled.

"1There was a resohîtion to, te mioved and seconded ; but beyonil the two
gentlemen who nioved and seconded it-myself as chairman, aiid a gentlemanÂ
of the press who lad corne as reporter-we had no audience. The reporter
sat at that corner, and I sat in this c' ,air. The two gentlemen moyed and
seconded tise resulution, and I put it as chairman, and it was adoptnd with
ne dissentient vo;ce.

ccWel«i, tise resolution of the meeting ivas reported in tise newspapers, the
ininey ieeded wvas soon forthcoinig, and tise person for wlorn the rnoney.
was asked was sent to tise University, ilere ho studied for the Christian
ininistry, and hoe lived to beconie a black bkslop of great usefulness and con-
siderable distinct ion. So, whienever you are iiclined to, thinkc slightingly of
a silal meeting, or to feel discouraged by it, rememiber my littie true story."

Lord Shaftesbury's personal recollection, whicis was received with inuch
airuiseient, recalis to us a still more meinorable example of a amail meeting,
followed by more wonderful resuits.

[t is generally stated that tise British and Foreign Bible Society, one of thse
miitiest agencies for good in tise world, resulted from a desire to, provide
Bibles for tise poor Weisli in their owil tongue. A few friends beionging tg
thse Religious tract Society* met to, talk the miatter lover, and one of theni.
the Rev. J. Charles, of Bala, said : "A Bible Society for Wales ! Why not
a Bible Society for the whole world P" Thse idea was at once take i up, and
that year, 1804, wvitniessed the formation of the Britishs and Foreign Bible
Society.

But, ni point of fact, this was only thse renewai and extension of a work
which had comrneil ced neariy a quarter of a century before. Net for thse poor
in Wales, but for t.îe soldiers of the British army, wvas thse first Bî":1e Society

ItR was the Rev. Josephs Hughes who uttered these words. Mr. Cb2rles had gene
to London te see whist he could do to get a supplv cf Bibles for hie couutrymeu, and
whie there the idea cf a society fer distributing the Bible alone, struck hirn. A few
days afterwards he was intreduced by Mr. Tarn te the Committee of the Tract Society,
and represented with ail the ardour of his character, the deartis of Bibles in bis nativ,.
princi-pality, and the longing desire of the \Velsh to have them. At the moment when
this appeal was mnade for Bibles fer the principality, the Rev. Joseph Hughes, who was
one of the Secretaries of the Tract Society, and afterwards of the Bible Society gave
expression te, those rnernrable words, IlSurely a Society might be forzned for thu pur-
pose; snd if for Wales, why net aise for the empire and the world ?


