
Feudalismi hiad in it intcli of isolaition. Eachl fief, barony, and
iine-doni %vas soehgapart by itseif. Tule universities counter-
acted this isolation, for even the smallest of thiem -%vrc European
rather than local. 'l'le cosmopolitain cil.-ractwr of the studunt-body
and the conînîunitv of scholastic pursuits created an intellectual kmn-
shîip whiclh made brothers of ail natiozi-fities, «-o that a Frcncliman
wvas as rnutch at lione in Oxford as lie was in tie Latin Quarter of
Paris. To tie uiversities, therefore, nicxt to the crusades, must be
credited the E-'uropeainiziing of E-urope.

Th"len, the , i univcrsii.ies werc thli drncratizing anci level-
lini- agnsof thiait tin:e,-tlie grentest deniocratizin- ag-ent a
hiad thlu- far zappearcd. Everv Oie of thrni wzis ai free conînion-

w th the mil *% pass-port recjuired for admission, .vas the ability
and desire to le-tri. Thev alwdno distinction of class; prince
and pea-sant wvcre on ex:îctly iliîc samce footing. TI li ily rsorC
recogniized ivwîhin thetir %valls %vas the aristocratcv of brains.

Ili tic. of~esiisn t1inse davs, tli%:re werc flot, of course, su
nianv facwulties as wve Iind iii our institutions to-day. As -t rule, cach
School devoted itscif to, some one departnient of Iknowledge-iberal
arts, niedicine, lawv or tlieology. The. systcnm of tcar-hing wvas sim-
ple, alnîost e\dultsvdvt ora-l. But what more effective te-achier is
thcre thin the living- voice? There wzts, no, attenipt Ilade rit giving
the studetît the wvhole surn of knowledge hefore lie Icft the college
Nvalls. Thy asirncd at at severe training of the inicilectual. powers.
Thcy rcalized, %vhat modern uakers of educational systenis some-
limies forge, that if Uic student lias the moot of K-nnwiedge, the
branches and fruit will corne of e\xper*cnce.

Primary scliools were no novelty in thvc Thirtccnîhi Century.
Thev liad ailre.idy been in existence for rnany vears. And in spite

ofith calumnious statements of the enen-mies, of Romne, the church
urge-d, even fmn the pulpit, the attendance of children ait tiiese

~col.In tie c*tv of Florence in the Thirtcenthi Century, wcv Eind
tliat out of a population of go,ooo, twelve tlîousand wcere aîtending
the schools. AXnd vet tiiose time-s have beeni called -iges oi ignor-
aInce and mental bondage!.

0f course, there wras a prett %vide prevalence of iiliteracv in tic
Thirteenthi Century, but flot nearly so great as it iwas iii subscquent
,centur*e.s dovrn tn tie Nineteentlî. But then, illiterary is not neces-
sariiv Ignorance. Illitcra-c'y, miorcover, is not quite as extinct as the
Dodo. XW have a forrn ofil literacy to-day tlîat is f.ar more renre-
liens-ilble îhl;ini thai of the oldcri time. It is «educa-ted illiteracy'"
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