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themi and long before hie Holy Land is reached many a
soldier of the cross lias fallen a victimi to *.he cause lie espoused.
The niumber killed tluring the Crusades is utidoubtediv somie-
thing calculated to btiggcr humanity. As stated by Fredet it
would attain the enormous total of two million men. To refer to
this frightful cutting off of the floiver of Europe's mianhocd, hov-
ever, as an argument ta prove tie evil effects of the Crusades cer-
tain considerations must not be forgotten. Had there been only
one statu or nation, which iii filteen or twcnty years los 1 vwo
million subjecis, as li-ippened when Napoleon Bonaparte rulcd the
destinies of France, then certainly couild we proclaini the wvar dis-

astrous. But %vriting four nations instead of one, and ane hun-
dred auJ1 seventy-flve years in the place of fifteen.is not. the face of
the probtemn changed ? That .,,Iich, if absolutely taken, looked
startling, dwindUes into niere insignificance when viewed in the
li -lit of accom panying xircuinstances. An arith metical illustration
may hielp ta make this plain, Iu 1"5 years 2-,000,000 lives -were

lost, ivlîat xvas Uie loss for one year ? for anc month? for onc

day ? Eleven thousaud, four hundred and twenty-nine would have
fallen inl one year, aine hurîdred and fifty-oae ini a nionth. and
thirt y-two in one day. Thus ail Europe lost by this ivar thirty-
twvo men la a day., or reckoning' on an average of four nations each

lost about S mca a day. Quite an argument surely to prove that

:îiý the Crusades werc disastrou' ta Europe.
0f9 similar force and cogcency,, is the arg-ument based on the

vast suris of incy rcquired ta ineet the war expenses. .- bsolut-
ely consielered, the burden of' ta-xation must have been very heavv,
but taking int account Uhe long intervals bctweca the successive
Crusades, and tUi numiber of nations amiongr whichi the debt wvas

parcelcd out, -we should not hesitate ta set aside this itemi as al-
togrether insuflicient ainc i ndcaionstrative. But even aliowing the

Pý supposition, who iil undertake ta, showv, that poverty, under
Catbolic rulcrs, willh the inestimable blessin- of free-

dom of conscience, is niot a boon-a priccless boon-and
muchi ta bc preféried ta Ille inisuppc-ablc lot of thosc ivhio %vcrc
niercilc-sly ground under the iron bcde of 'Mahonietan despotism?
For, bc it remiembered, thie sons of Islam, hiad they dntered and
overrun Europe, would h.ave pillaged andI ransacked it from pillar


