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Pastor and n)eqp_l_e.

MY PEEBLE LIFE.
1 have no wit, no words, no teats;
My heart within me like a stone
Is numbed too much for hopes o feas< s
Look right, luok lelt, [ dwell alone ;
1 life mine eyes, but dummed with gnel
No evetlasting hills I sce;
My life is in_the falling leaf:
O Jesus, quicken me.

My lileis likea fadel leaf,

My hatvest dwindled to 2 busk §
Tiuly, my hife is void and briet,

And tediousin the barren dusk
My lile is like afrozen thing,

No bud nor f,leenness can I see;
Vet sise it shall—the s3p of spring :

O [Jesus, rise in me.

My lifeis likea broken bowl,
A broken bowl that cannot holl
One drop of water for my soul,

Ot cordial in the seasching cold
Cast in the fire the perished thing,
Melt and remould it, till it be
Aroyal cup for 1im, my King s

O Je us, dsink of me

—Christina C Rosetli
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PHE UNREALIZED HOPES OF
LIFE.

1Y RRV. JAMES MILLAK.

The best that there is in us is the result,
pot of success but of sclf-conquest, and of
1he effort to suit curselves to the state of
thiogs that we did not desire, but which we
could not escape. That might not be paig,
nor poverty—nor eveb failure—if only it
were what we did not desire, or the absence
of the thing that we did desire. The efforts
we make to bring ourselves into harmony
with God’s will, and to act along His lines
as cheerfully and as vigorously as we would
have done bad He allowed usto travel along
our own Jines ; these are the thiogs that
deyelop Christian character. A great deal
that goes by the name of Christian submis-
sion is little better than un-Christian suiks,
that gays “ Ifit is notto be as I have plan-
aed it, then God may do it as He best can
without my co-operation.” It takes a great
deal more grace to say honestly, “ Thy will
pe done,” than it doesto say, ¢ Not my
will.® It is a later stage so Chnstian
resignation, and in Christian characier
making, when the person who has buried his
hopes and has seen his plans shattered,
briags himself to do cheerfully what was not
in his desires, or whatis contrary to the
spirit of these aesires. But after all, the
grandest thing about us is not what we have,
but what we are. What we make or gather
about us will perish, but what we are will
endure while we endure. What helps to
develops in us the good, the bonest, the
pute, to foster faith in God and the nght,
patieace under trials, and cheerful co-op2ra-
1ion with God in His work, inus as well as
by us, is iofinitely better for us—both for
this world and for the other—than would be
the realization of apy hopes that could only
be ours at the cost of faith or obedience, oi
purity orcharity. The tomb in which we
bury our hopes may be the gate-way to a
sesurrection unto 3 higher life than we ever
dreamt of while our desires were the chief
thoughts in our minds.
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FULL OF POWER.

BY C. 1, WHRETHERBE.

The prophert exclaims, * Truly Iam foll
of power by the Spirit of the Loid.” (Micab
iii : §). When a manasserts that he is full of
power, it is well to ask him the nature of the
puwer. Itis not enough that one be full of
power. The question is, Whoat kind of
power bave you got? Men have been
full of bad power, evil power, sataaic
power. Such mer are always dangerous.
Society is fearfuliy cursed by them; for
when men are fall of bad power they are
sure to use it against law, against sobriety,
against sacial order, against all humao wel-
farr, Butfir otherwise isn with him who
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is full of the power of the * Spirit of the
Lord.” Such an one employs his power ia
the interests of good government, in main-
taining an example worthy of imitation, in
actively endeavoriog to make others bewter
than they are. e could not be persuaded
to use his power for evil purposes. The mo-
rmeat that he should yield to the temptation
to employ bis power for any object, kaown
10 him to be wron, that moment he would
begin to rapidly lose his power, for the Spirit
of the Lord will not allow his powerto be
usedjin the interests of wrong. To keep full
of this power, one must use it in harmony
with the holy mind of the Holy Spirit. The
condition of both the reception and the con-
tinued possession of the fulness of such power
is a righteous, unselfish, beneficent use of it.
1t is not given for the mere sake of makiog
one feel happy, nor for the name of beiog
unusually mighty. It is given to the humble-
minded. It comes to him who hasan ambi-
tion to serve God with it. For what pur-
pose was Micah made ‘“ full of power by the
Spitit ofthe Lord?" It was this: ** To de-
clare unto Jacob his trausgression and to
Israel his sin”® It was fuloess of power for
fuloess in the service of God. Are you
anxious to serve God ? Then pray for and
expect the fulness of His power for thag pur:
pose.

oN GIVING.

—

Give :(\ls you would, if aogels waited at your
001 ;

Giveas y u would,if the moriow found you
wheie giving allis o'er;

Give as you would to the Master, il you met his
searching look;

Give as you would of your substance if His hand
your offeriog took.

—Mrd-Continent,

——

THE PASTOR'S BURDEN.

We hear a great deal at the present time
about the duties of pastors to their people,
and whatis txpected of preachers in order
to draw congregations ; but we hear very
little of the other side of the question—viz.,
the duty of congtegations towards their
pastors. This subject was brought forcibly
before my mind when I recently heard a
minister, in ofiering 2 prayer for one who
was entering on a new charge, ask that he
might not be left to “bear his burden
alone.” Oane had opot reahized before now
how great a buden and responsibility the
care of souls may be. Itis difficult for us
1o understand the many trials and difficul-
ties which a1e assoctated with the pastor’s
life. How many people, ot various tastes
ard opinions, from the office-bearers to the
bumblest member of his congregation, he
bas to work with and try to please! One
of the greatest difficulties in these critical
times is {or him to satisfy them as regards
bis preaching. Some of his audience want
ipteliecinal sermons, some gospel sermons,
and some merely wart to be iaterested and
amused.

Io ** Beside the Boponie Biier Bush” is
ap account of a meetng betacen the pastor
of Drumtochty and a man who had severely
criticised his seimons.  They both ackoow
ledge that they bave been wroog and stub-
porn. ‘The critic says, * Itis this man that
asks your forgiveness, for 1 was full of pride.
You will say every word God
gives you, and I will take as much as God
gives me, ard there will be a covenant be-
ween us as lopg as I live.” Would that,
instead of criticising their pastor, they would
say these words 1o him !

The greater the man the fiercer the light
whick beats upon him, and the severer the
criticisms—somelimes personal, sometimes
by anonymous letters. Canon Wilberforce,
preaching the other day on forgiveness, sad
tbat among those that have to be forgiven
are the “detractors, the anonymous post-
card writers, those critics who wound our
pride, those loathsome cowards who stab us
in the dark” For those who wantonly
cause paib to otbers no language of con-
demnation can be too strong.

lo estimatipg the “burden™ of a
pastot’s life, we must not forget the constant
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demand on his sympathy. Ionce heard a
well.known preacher say that no one can teht
what a London minister’s life is. Address-
ing his congregation he said, * If | could
show you the contents of the letters 1 re-
ceive, you would shed tears of thankfuloess
every night of your lives to think of the
suffering you have been spared.” Most of
us know what a drain it is even on our phy-
sical health to be always giving forth, syra-
pathy. And sometimes the pastor finds that
after all he has been deceived, and this is
apt to make him sceptical, and harden him-
self against appeals {or help.

Then there is the great trial of interrup-
tions. We all, who use our peas, kaow what
itis, when we havegot intoatraio of thought,
to have to lay it down and apply our miads to
another subject. All thisis wear and tear
of brain, io additioa to thenecessary amount
of brain-wark involved in the composition
of two sermous a week, in these days when
preachers are required to be well “up-to-
date” by the cultured portion of their hear-
ers. Dr. Monro Gibson says, ¢ Sermoas
are oot at a premium in Eogland, at least ;
nor do they as a rule raok high in literature.
Their inoumerable multitude accouots for
this to a large exteat. 1fa painter hadto
produce at least two pictures a week, or a
poet two considerable poems, neither the
one nor the other would be likely to rank
bigh as works of art. And if even our first-
rank politicians bad to address the same
audience twice or three times a week for
twenty years in succession, it is doubtful «f
all their speeches would be classics.” When
we take all these things into copsideration,
I think we shall see that a pastor’slife is
not a bed of roses. There is, perbaps, 0o
man who requires -more help, encourage-
ment, sympathy, and even counsel.

One out of many ways in which people
may help and encourage their pastoriste
Jet him know when his ministry had been a
blessing to them. It is said that towina
soul to Christ is, after his own Cconversion,
the greatest joy a preacher has.

Dr. Stalker, in his admirable series of
atticles on the “*Art of Hearing," which
have recently appeared in the Boston Con-
gregationalist, has pointed out how great a
help toa preacherit isto have intelhigentand
attentive listeners. He says, *As in a
game, if it is to be exhilarating, you require
not only the strong, skillful delivery of the
bowler, but also the vigorous return from
the batsman, so in preachiog the thought
and eatnestuess of the preacher must be met
by the carnest attention of the hearers; and
it is only by the co-operation of both forms
of activity that the object cas be achieved.”

The solemn silence which pervades a
church wheo the attention of the congrega-
tion is riveted by the preacher, is somelimes
more eloquent than speech.

Perbaps the greatest wral of alltoa
preacher who bas respect for tratb, is that
10 wbich Dr. Horton refers, when he says ;
«Thisis the preacher’s humiliation. The
greatest premium that the world can offer is
placed on his stifling bis own thought and
suppressing the truth that he koows." Of
all the craelties this might surely be the
greatest—the temptation offered a man to be
{alse to his higher nature.

Let ustry and remember to help our
pastor in every way in our power, and to re-
member that the injuaction, * Bear ye one
another’s burdens,” is as applicable toa
congregation towards their pastor astoa
pastor towards his flock, and let us « Loose
him and let him go,” by freciog him from
all unnecessary care and worry and un-
friendly criticism, aud giving him sympathy
jo his aspirations, eacouragement in his
work, and constant prayer that God's bless-
ing may rest upon him.—London (England)
Prestylerian.

There was formerly a rumour that Lord
Rosebery would marry a daughter of the
Prince of Wales. Itis now rumoured that
the Premier would marry the Duchess of
Albany. The Quéen’s sanction would, how-
ever, be necessary, and she is known to be
opposed tothe remarriage of either widows
or widowers.

[Cru 13h. 1895,

PILE STEPPING STOVES OF
DEATH.

g

Joha Bunyan has told us that that there
is 0o Bridge across the River of Death, s0
we must prepare to ford it as best we may.
But though there isno Bridge, God has pro-
vided stepping-stones on which we may
plant our feet ; and as each one of us will
be called to cross the dark river some time
it might be well that we marked these
stepping-stones 0OW, and accustomed out-
selves to them.

Auad one of the fiest steppiag-stones is
this : ¢ God so loved the world that He
gave His only begotten Son, that whoso-
ever believeth in Him should not perish,
but have everlasting life.” Now, there are
three things to be noted about this stone.
First, it tells us that salvation comes eatire-
ly from God, and not from ourselves. Then
it tells us that salvation comes 1o us
through His Son Jesus Christ. And, fast-
ly, it tells us that it comes to us through
believing in His Son. Letus fix our eyes,
then, on this great fact that the way of
salvation is not through our works but
through Jesus Christ, aud that all that we
are asked todoin order to obtain it is to
believe in Him,

Second stepping-stone : ¢ Behold the
Lamb of God which taketh away the sin of
the world.” For sin is the great troubler
of deathbeds. We are afraid of the con-
sequences of our sin, and we bave good
reason for it, But here is the comfort :
Christ bore oursins in His own body oa
tbe tree. Can you believe fhat with te-
spect to yourself ? Foritn it the only peace
of a deathbed is to be found.

Third stepping-stone: ** Him that
cometh to Me I will in no wise cast out.™
Jesus Christ here iavites all sinners without
distinction ; for God istco greatto make
distinctions. No penitent suppliaat will be
rejected even ata dying hour. This verse
is memorable as baviag proved a stepoing-
stone (o the great Bishop Butler when he
was dyiag. Hewas indarkaess, and asked
his chaplain to give bim a word from
Scriptare on which he might rest his soul.
The chaplatn quoted this verse, and the
Dishop at once said : “ True, and I am
surprised I pever felt the vistue of that say-
ing till this momeat. Now I die in peace.”

Fourth stepping-stone : * To.day shal
thou be with Me ia paradisc.” Toese
word were spoken by onr Saviourtoa dying
thief, and show that salvation is entirely of
grace. Forhere, withio an hour of his deatb,
a bad man was pardosed, and an entrance
ioto heaven assuied. Such a way of acting
might be accouated foolish by mau, but
God can afford to be magoanimous, And
He is so.

These verses are specimens of the stones
on which we may plant our feet in fording
ihe river of Death. But the great thing to
be remembeted in them all is that we are
justified through what Christ has doae for
us. A good life 15 not the foundation of our
hope. Itis Christ's wark forus; and a
good life is merely the sign or proof that
we are justified. Dying swoer, fix your
cyes on the cross of Calvary, and see there
the true hope of a sinful soul. No one can be
saved by his innocence, for ne has none;
‘but anyone, even the chief of sinners, may
be saved through the holy lite and atoniag
death of the Son of God. Can you believe
this? And do you now cast yourself on
Him for salvation, trustiog in Him and in
Him alone ?—Rev R. Lasvson, in Christian
Leader.

Lutheran Observer: When a minister
marries, give bim and his young wife no
furniture, or carpets, or dishes, or even a
washtub ; but load them down with plated
silver-ware of every sort—things that can
pever be of any possible service, except to
butden and hinder them in their work
among the humble people in the midst of
whom they must likely labor for the first
fifteen or twenty years of their ministerial
life.



