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110tes of the MIIeek.
Tr lE brilisli iledical Ywiurna publislies an

article making saine startling- allegations about tlîe
increase af drunkenncss aniong- womenn during- rtcent
years in varions cotuntries. AIl ather couintries put
toether i t, says, are far behind Britain iii thIs unen-
viable natoriety. Whcreas twenty years agao, wve are
told, but feîv women enitercdlpublic-hantses, it %vas naov
a commion sigbt ta sec more women tlîan men stand-
ing at the bars.

Titi. Council ai the Churches represents six ai
the largest denamninations ai Protestants iii New
South Wales, ani wvas found ta deal specially with
Sunday desecration. By its action, Sunlday concerts
in Sydney wvere declared ta be illegal, and J. 1-1.
XVant's Sunday desecration Bill killed. The memn-
ïbers ai the council are appoiîîtcd by their respective
denominatians ; and there must bc general consent
amaong themn as to the expediency ai any propased

faction before anything is donc.

ALLAHAA I) is the centre ai the Bible activity
in the Hindi language, the vernacular af some
do,ooo,ooo, and likely ta become still more widely
spread, and the issues of tlîe auxiliary ai the Britisli
and Foreign Bible Society there have been rapidly
increasing wvithin recent ),ears - last year they ivere
93,000 copies-aui advance ofneai lv3 3,uui un tliose
cf 1890. The circulation is likely to be much
advanced by the newv portable edition af the hindi
Bible instead ai the buâlky tbrcc.voliime book wvhich
preceded it, and by a lîandsome aîîd cheap edition
cf the New Testament.

TulE London Theological College wvas apened
rccently for session 1892-93, the introductory lecture
.being dclivered, in the presence ai the students and a

éoadly gathering of outside friends, b>' the Rev. Dr
John Gibb, Proiessor afi New Testament Literature
and Church Histary. Principal Dykes, D.D.,
presided, and in a bni address paid a high tribute
o f respect ta the memory ai the late Dr. Donald
Fraser, who had rendered essential service ta the
College as Canvener ai its Cominittee; also Dr.
Dykes intimated tlîat the Session began with twenty-
ane students, ai whomn five were fishernien, a sinaller
number than usual. Of tic five, four ivere Univer-
sity graduates, and tlîe fiith wvauld proceed shortly
ta bis dcgree. Proiessor Gibb theti proceeded wvith
bis lecture, thesubject of îvhich wvas -St. Francis af
Assisi and bis Order." He dealt îvitli St. Francis,
flot as a saint ai tic Roman calendar, but as a fol.
lower ai Christ and the saint ai huînanity.

Titi: "fears ai dividea action in the church ai tlîe
late Mr. Spurgeon, it is said, hîave been illaved for
the prescrit. Dr. Picrson is ta zake tlîe pulpit tilt
juneoincxt ycar. MnI.Tliomas Spurgeon is ta fol-
loty, nat as pastar but as supply for six months.
The intenval ivill give ample tinie for considcning the
position an%' .hat is best ta be donc. The meeting
at which this decisiori was arrived at ivas a pnivate
one, but there -vas enongli irankncss ta croate
îvarmtb. Dr. Pienson lias rcpeatcd lus adhcsion ta

*infant baptisin, and lie is altogether _shut out ai the
*pastorate by the tnust-dceds ai the Cliurcli. This

Icaves the field quitte open ta clîoose Mn. Thomas
Spungeon or another as prcacliing colleague ta Dr.
James Spurgean. Tibîre is no rcasan îvhy the
present conciliatony arrangement sbould îlot bc re-
peatcd, and, witb Dc. Spungeon ta rule, Dr. Pierson
and Mr. Thomas Spui geon take wintcr aîd summer
charge ai the pulpit rcspcrively. The latter has no
settled pastarate in Newv ZeaLaLnd, whither lie has
gone, h-le is occupied wvith cvarîgclistic îvork under
the auspices ai the Union ai tlîat colony.

TiuE C'iritiLcadicrsays- 1E'dinburgliiifortun-
ate in its librarian ai bier Frcc Library. NIr. Hew
1Morrison is flot a man who knows only'the outsides
af books, an officiai ofistep-ladders and presses. IHe
lias kept bis cyes open, and ta the Iiterary.society

of the Latirieston Place U.P. Cliurch lie revcalcd his
opinions of booksand thecir rciiders. The position
af librarian ks no sincurc. The transactions over
the counter during thec two ycars the library lias
beenl opened have avcraged 4o0 an biour. The books
taken ont have been claîssified thus: Fiction,
684,000 , juvenile litcratturc, 255,000; genceral litera.
tutre, 169,000, history and travel, 135,000 ; science
and art, i tg,ooo, thien a great drap ta religion,
52,000, paetry, 32,000, sociOogy, 25,000; poor
pbilosophv bringing up thc rear with i i,ooo. Thus
fiction and juvenile stories accounit for more thani
hiaîf of the wvholc books issued, religion standing at
tbrec and a-lîalf per cent., as cornpared 'vith sixty-
three for the twvo main classes of fiction. Every
book in the library wvas read on an average thirty-
four times. Mr. Marrison showcd that the Edin-
burgli Free Library %vas just twice as wvell used as
the next best in the United kingdom, Birmingham
and Liverpool trying for the second place with
cighteen readinrzs for each book.

A '[rwo DAwS' congress af ministers and eIders,
representatives of the Church of Scotland in the
northern countries wvas bield in Inverness lately.
There wvas a considerable attendance, several leadîng
ministers from f-he south being present. Public
interest ha-, centred in the discussion on the H-igh-
land land question. Speeches sympathetic with the
crofters were made by Rev. Dr. M.,ackenzîe. of Kin-
gussie ; Rev. i\Mr MNorrison, af Kintail , Rev. Mr.
Thomson, of Strath; Rev. Dr. Milne, of Ardle; and
Rev. '.\r. Thomson, af Fodderty. RZev. Dr. Norman
Macleod, in cloqing the discussion, admitted that
the Chiurch of Scotland had flot shown that sympa-
tby with the land movement wvbich it ought to have
shown. It wvas stated at the congress, that white
over the four northerni Synods and the Presbytery af
Abertarf the population liad increased since 1871
twvo per cent., the communicants had increased since
the parliamentary return ofiS178 eleven per cent.,
and Cliristian liberality had increased betîveen 1878
and 1891 fifty.seven per cent.

A \I îE in the Britishz If/'cklj' says: The
conscientious care îvith wvhicti the late Principal
Cairns did ail bis work is touchingly exeniplîfled în
bis new volume of sermons. He wvas re-writing
themi for the purpose of publication when interrupteJ
by death, and lion great the change made is seenl
by cornparing the discoarse on ',thce Blessedness of
the Dead iii Christ," wvitl its original formn as pub-
lislied iii the funeral sermon for the late Principal
Harper. There is another instance still more strik--
ing. 1 distinctly remember Dr. Cairns preachintz in
1Edinburgh, on " Paul'sï witness for Christ before
Agrippa." lie then took the view that the ordinary
reading, "Atinost thou persuadest me to bc a
Christian," wvas correct. But in the final formn of
the sermon lie says. - Look-ing .it the whole posi-
tion in the ligbt of recent critical discussion. I tbink,
that the evidence for Agrippa being seriously im-
pressed is much sniallcr than it wvas once supposed
ta be, and also that we cannot confidently say that
Paul dealt with him, as more impressed than bie wvas
willing ta confess."

Tîîr Plrcsb)tcry of London, England. hcld a
Con ference on Church Extension, whicli was opcned
by Sir Geo. Bruce, who relatcd wvhat had been done
by the Ircsbytery in the past, and urged greater
efforts ini the saine direction for the future. Rev. A.
J cifrcy, whlo iollowed, e\presscd dissatisiaction with
the Church's qlow growth since the union af I1876;
and suggeested that the Syniod should bc overturned
to formý a new Church Building Fund on a large
scale, and that the local committee shauld carry out
its churcli extension work on more comprehensive
and statesmanlike lines. He also held that the
Church to bc succcssful, must put herseif in close
touch wvith the peaple and ivith the great social and
cconomic questions that wec affecting the age. Mr.
Robert Whytc supported, in. a vigorous speech, the
main contention of the previous speaker, and con-
demned the past policy of the Church Extension
Committee in. confining its -work so much ici

wealtby suburhs, ta tlie neglect of districts inbabited
by artisans. The Conference %vas continuied bv Mr.
Walter Pope, Revs. James Paterson, Wmn. IIarris
and others.

Tîrî.: Neîv York hia'ipemzin? say% - /bat tlic
Synod of New York lias done %vith r4éece to the
Briggs case berore the Neiw Yorkz Presbytery kq ta
refuse ta initerfere iii any wvay at tlie present stage of
the trial. The comphtint to thc Synod wvas taken
an behalf of Dr. Briggs againqt the ruling af the
Moderator of the Presbytery, ta the effect that the
dismissal ai the case afrainst Profossor Briggs did
not necessarily p)ut an end to tic Prosecuting Ccm-
mîttee. That Committee wvas really, according to
flie ruling, an independent body representing the
Presbyterian Cixurcli. This is tuie view ivhich the
General Assembly seemned ta take of the rnatter
when it instructed, the Presbytery ta proceed with
the trial af the accused professor. The Synod does
not say wbether the Prosectiting Committee lias or
hias nat a legal standing under the Constitution ai
the Church. It neither accepts nor dismisses tbe
complaint, but simply declares thiat it is inexpedient
ta take action at present, holding that the complain-
ants havenfot yet exhausted their righits in tliePresby-
tery, and that after action bias been had iii the I>res-
bytery the complainants wvill still have opportunity, by
appeal or complaint. ta bring their c.atbe again before
the Synod. This semb ta us ta be the correct judi-
cial viewv ta take of the matter. White partisans
may try ta make it appear that the bentiment af the
Synod is for or against Dr. Briggs, ive prefer sim ply
ta believe that the Synod did nat look, at the matter
fromn a partisan standpoint at ail], but judged the
matter fairly according ta the Constitution af the
Church. If the friends ai Dr. Briggs wvent ta the
Synod hopîng ta secure partis-in advantage it is
quite certain that tlîey bave iailed. Tîxe only course
leit ta the Presbytery now is ta proceed ta dispose
af the case.

IN an article on tlie attitude of the Churcli ta
the Labour Question the Belfast IVùncsssays : One
af the effects ai the demnocratic tendency ai aur time
is the new interest wvhic1i th2 Chutrcli, as a wlîole, is
takcing in the social well-beinig ai the masses. Mr.
Keir Hardie and Mr. Ben Tillet discuss the labour
question from the platform, of tbe Congregational
Union, the Pan- Presbyterian Councîl, in the session
just drawn ta a close, varied the highl philosophical
and theological argumntts with excursions into the
domain of practîcal problems, and even suchi an ex-
clusive body as the Anglican Establishment lias, at
its recent Congresq 'n Folkestone, dclivered itself~ on
ane ai the burning questions ai the hour. This is
as it should be. The Church lias toa long stood
aloof fram the social side ai the wvorkmarn's
lueé, bias utr,,ed upan him tic duty ai getting his soul
saved, but has nat taken a living intcrcst in his
temporal concerns. Itlias always 1shown itself %vit]-
ing ta act the part ai a ghostly coniessor, white it has
neglected tlie great work ai creating a strong manly
self-reliant character among the poar. As a conse-
qucnce, there lias beeni admittcd a gencral revoît ai
the lower balf ai the working classes against the
Church. «"If the parson does nat understard me on
wveek-days, lie is cqually stupid on Suindays," so the
English wvarkingman argues, and not unnaturally,
considering his small logical cquipnîent. And su
wve liear of empty cliurcbes and a low state ai reli-
gion. We are glad ta sec that the varions sections
ai the Christian Cburcli are rising ta discharge tlîeir
duty in the matter. Let us admit irankly that the
difficulties arc immense. It must ever be kept in
mind that the Churcli is a spiritual society, and
cxists for spiritual ends. This is ne end for wvhich
she lives-ta makc: men like jesus Christ. But man
is flot spirit merely; -be lias a body as well ; and if
lie is to be reached, it %vifl flot bc by ignoring-the
faCts, Or by any ultra-spiritualismn which maims and
despises human nature. Here in 13 elfatst wve have
vast numbers of men and wvamen, nominally Presby-
terian, who neyer cross the thrcshold. of any church.
If aur Church wilI nat grapple wvith this problemi
and sooin, she will find that others, of no friendly
aspecct ta her or ta her aims, wvill do the neglected
wàrk.
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