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Our Conteibutors.

PROFESSOR SCRIPTUM GIVES A 1ITTLE MORE
O 11HE SAME.

BY RKNOXONIAN.

—

You will remember, gentlemen, that we ended our last talk
about small words with a few hints on the use of the word »a/y
Reing diligent students anid anxious to speak and write your
mother tongue correctly, nodonbt you have “ read up ” on that
adverb and practised with it until you can drop 1t into the
right place in a sentence without a moment’s consideration
With equal facihty some older men than you are often drop
it into the wrong place I shall assume that during the term
of your natural lives you will never be found placing enly in
such a position that it modifies an adjective when you meant
it to modify a verb, or restricts a pronouw: when you in-
tended it to restrict a nenn, 1 shall also assume that you
never nlaced the word so that, grammatically, it has a for-
ward reference when you meant it to refer to something
backward, or a backward reference when you manifestly in-
tended it to point forward.  Give the little word fairplay,
pentlemen, and if you use it well it may render you good ser
vice in placing your ideas betore an appreciative and discrim-
inating public.

Now let us discuss another word which though small has,
hike some small people, preat power in the way of making ua-
pleasantness. 1 mean the word

.

‘Fhis is one of the hardest worked words 1 the language.
Lazy writers and speakers work it to death. The most
abused canal horse in creation has a good time compared
with this word. As a specimen of how some writers work
the hittle thing, take the following, chpped from a newspaper,
by Genung. The reporter was trying to give a description
of a temperance speech made by a rope-walker while hang-
ing in the .., and he did his work in this way : “ /£ was a
speech not easily forgotten, dehivered as & was from a pecu-
liar platform. and on a subject not often touched under the
crcumstances. /7 made me think of some other things on the
same line of thougant.  The mind, the soul, has a gip. /¢
may hold on.  Sometimes i is imperative. /7 is not death 1o
doso. /¢ is responsibie in the matter. /7 is chargeable
with 725 own destruction if 77 does not hold on.”

Were it not that the abuse of /15 so common one might
be tempted to think that the young man whe mancged to
crowd so many (75 into the foregoing sentences had not pro
fited much by the temperance lecture. He seems to have
heen too fired to look for another waord, but whether the
fatigue arose from listening to the lecture or from too freely
disregarding its precepts, 1s a quesuon that each reader must
settle for himself.

Bui, gentlemen, do not suppose for a moment that news-
paper men are the only writers who overwork tins httle word.
Considering the amount of wnting they have to do and the
haste with which 1t often has to be done, newspaper writers
are a long way from being smners above all others. The fol-
lowing sentence, taken by Genung from the great Ruskin,
15 as good as anything of the kind usually found in news-
papers of average hterary ability . ** //1s pretty and appro-
priate ; and of #f boasted of any other perfection zf would be
at the expense of 75 propriety.”

No doubt many people will say that sentence i1s quite
elegant just because Ruskm wrote st.  Ruskin 1s a great man,
and great men can do and say things pretty much as they
please in a world hice ours.  Gireat men are above rule.  But,
zentlemen, you and I are not great men yet, though doubt

‘less we will be some day, and in the meantime perhaps 1t
might be as well for us not to crowd too many 2/s 1nto a sen-
tence. One of the greatest junists m this Dounnion says a@-guzn
and a.gasnst.  Urnul we become great jurists or great .n some
line perhaps we had better pronounce the words correctly

But do not suppose, gentlemen, that 2£1s the only pronoun
that requires careful handhinz,  All words that refer to an
antecedent need to be watched. You may place then too far
from their antecedent, or you may put two or three words
or phrases before them, each one of which might be taken
for antecedents, or you may do what is perhaps worse—use
thein without an antecedent at all.

Once upon a time a learned professor—a much more
learned one than the humble individual who now addresses
you -was criticistng a college discourse. The discourse was
written by a student who considered the use of pronouns 2
matter entirely beneath his notice—as some of youn pro-
bably do. Having dealt with the matter of the sermon
the professor made a few stinging remarks about its literary
style, and wound up in this way: *1 find the pronouns
drifiing about through this sermon without antecedents, like
ships at sea without compass or radder” It is a cruel thing
tn send a poor little pronoun drifting out on the sea of dis
course without any antecedent to connect itseif with Pro-
nouns are useful words and should not be used in that way
by humane men——especially by preachers.

But time 15 up, and we must reserve the rest of our talk
about pronouns until another day  Meantime, gentlemen,
study carefully the use of these retrospective words. A
sraduate who sends his pronouns drifting without any vis-
ible antecedents to connect them with ought to be ashamed of
himself. If heis not, his college ought to be ashamed of him.
Above all things, do not overwork that little word 11.
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Let us now turn tao the consideration ot this matter of fact
Is it or is it not the case that 2 Thess. i. 6 10 will fit in
nowhere in the premillennial plan ? 1t is not the case. as an
investigation of the facts will show, * Seeing it is a righteous
thing with God to recompense tribulation to them that trouble
you,” verse 6' said Paul. \When the Lord comes to set up
His kingdom, so long foretold, He will send tribulation unon
the opposers of the Gospel. We look for that. The pro-
phets foretold that. Hear Micah speaking on that point (vii.
16 etc ), * The nations shall see and be confounded at their
might ; they shall lay thew hand upon their mouth, their ears
shall be deaf. They shall lick the dust like a serpent, they
shall move out of theit holes like worms of the earth ; they
shall be afraid of the Lord our God and shall be afraid be-
cause of thee.” The enemies of the Gaspel shall run out of
their holes. ‘That is tribulation. It is not the end of the
world by any means. That scene comes at the setting up of
the Lord’s kingdom. DPost-nmullennial men do not seem to
believe in any kingdom of God outside of the human heart.
Hence they have no place for this scene predicted by Micah.
Then the seventh verse of this wonderful passage speaksabout
rest for those that have been troubled. That hope held out
fits into the premillennial plan with the greatest of ease and
pleasure. Rest at the cowing of the Laord, that is the pre-
millennial type. Then farther on, in verse nine, the apostle
speaks of *“everlasting destruction from the presence of the
Lord.” That points to another stage of the day of the Lord.
That carries us forward to the day of judgment, when final
sentence shall be pronounced on the wicked, and the world
shall be burned up, It is noticeable in this passage of Scrip-
ture that the rest bestowed on believers comes before the
everlasting destruction visited on the wicked. Such is Paul's
order. The order, however, held out in the pamphlet under
review 1s different.  According to 1t (the pamphlet) the rest
of the saints comes after the destruction. This passage pre-
sents it as coming before. Post-millenmal men are wrong in
saying there 15 no rest for the siunts tll after the day of judg-
ment. l.et us notice another point i connection with this
passage before passing on.  There 15 not a breath here about
the saints being put on the stand for jadgment.  Post-nullen-
mal men believe that the saints will be judged on the great
day both as to character and standing.  Our college profes-
sor tastens on this part of the Word as presenting the fullest
eschatological programme to be found in the Bible. How
daoes it come that there 1s no reference dir*ct or otherwise to
the judgment of the saints > Those verses are by no means
friends to Post-nullenmial doctrine.  They yive their counten-
ance to the other side.

On the middle of page seven it is said, ** It provides a re-
surrection and a judgment for the righteous, or a part of
them, at Christ’s second coming ; but it has no resurrection or
judgment for the myriads of the righteous who live and die
durning the millenmum.” The way of putting the thonghtmay
be taken exception to. It 1s not premillennmiahsm that
provides judgment, etc. It ts the Lord that makes all pro-
vision regarding judgment. Premillenmalism declares what
it finds God teaching. Then the wrniter says that prenullen.
malism provides a judgment for the righteous. Here | com-
plain. The statement 1s brun full of nustakes. Prenullen-
malism takes these words of our Lord in John v. 24 hterally,
 Verily, verily I say unto you, he that heareth My words and
believeth on Him that sent me, hath everlasting lhife and
shall not come into judgment, but hath passed from death
unto life.” The revised version renders the word ** judgment ”
instead of condemnation. Then the plain teaching of our
Lord 1s that true believers shail never come 1n judgmnent.
The plam reason of that 1s that they have been 1n judgment
before. They stood before the Lord and confessed that they
were sminers and He blotted out their sins.  Far as the east
15 from the west, so far did He remove their transgressions
from them. That is the teaching of premtllenmial men, that
believers have been judged and will not be put on the stand
at the great day. The writer of the pamphlet does not seemn
to be aware of the fact. ‘The works of behievers may and
shall be judged during the Day of the Lerd, but not them-
selves.

In regard 1o “ the righteous that live and die during the
millennium,” not very much can be said. The Word, as far as
known to me, has not said much about them. May it not be
with them as 1t shall be with the generation of believers that
are upon the earth when the Lord comes? That generation
shall not die. They that are alive when Christ comes shall
be hanged in a2 moment without tasting death.  May it not
be the same with every succeeding generation during the mil-
lenmal age? They may not die at «ll.  The probabihity 1s
that every succeeding generatton shall be treated as the first
after the comung shall be -that is, changed without seeing
death. It is not well to dogmatize. The above yuotation
shows that the wrniter did become dogmatic. He affirms that
believers shall die during the miliennium period, a statement
which may not be correct. Then the wrniter well knows that
a doctrine may stand agawnst which difficulties have been
raised. ‘There are difficulties in tonnection with tl:e resurrec
tion of the dead, still we hold fast the hope. There are
difficulties in connection with the atonement, yet we hold fast
the precious truth.

Another quotation from page seven, “ Whether these
views be true or false is not at present the point before
us but the relation they sustain to Rev. ax. 1-10.” The state.
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ment is a very cool one, after what has been alieady affirmed.
On page six the writer declares these same views ' un-
scrptural”  If ti.ey are unscriptural they must be false.
The Dactor has pronounced them contrary to the Word and
hence they wmust be begyarly doctrines. He dealt a keavy
blow when he pronounced them contrary to the Word of God,
Then farther on he says that the writers be opposes ** nupose
on themselves and on others.” llence he could not now
say that the truthfulness of these views 1s not before his read
ers. If those teaclunys are impositians they are false.  The
Dactor may as well keep his tlag up.

Now we come to the passage itself around which the dis-
cussion centies (Rev. aa. t-10, 1 shall quote from the fourth
verse to the end, “ And | saw thrones, and judgment was
given unto them , and I saw the souls of them that were be-
headed for the witness of Jesus, anu for the Word of God
and which had not worstupped the beast, neither his 1mage,
ueither had received his mark upon their foreheads, or in
their hands ; and they hived and reigned with Chust a thous-
and years. But the rest of the dead lived not again until the
thousand years were fimished.  This is the first resurrection ;
on such the second death hath no power, but they shall be
priests of God and of Chnist, and shall rergn with him a thous-
and years." Here let us state the question at issue. There
15 a resurrection spoken of 1 the fifth verse. The Greek
phrase used 1s Je anastasis ke prote, the resurrection the
tirst. Here 1s the formula that Dr. Lightfoot contendsis gener-
erally used, when the resurrection of believers is spoken of.
What does the anastasis mean here ?  Is 1t a resurrection of
men, or of beasts, or of principles that is foretold ?  Premil-
lennialists say 1t 1s a rising of men that is m2ant. Post-unl-
lenmial men say it 1s a rising of principles that is foretold.
One good feature is here found, the one can see what the cther
means in this discussion. The premillennial man takes the
deeper meaning out of that passage. He says that it holds
out the hope of men, women and children rising to life, while
the other side can see only principles coming into Leing.
“ And the rest of the dead hived not again till the thousand
years were fimshed.” * The dead,” there mean dead prin-
aples say post-millenmial men.  ** No,” says the other side.
“ The dead ” there mean men. The latter interpreters arve
right. The doctor holds that the resurrection promvsed in
this part of the Word is a revival ot religion, not . 'iteral
resurrcction of persons asleep in Jesus. It is princips  that
rise to life here, not persons. * The rest of the dead hved
not.” It is dead principles the Holy Ghost speaks of. The
dactrine is wrony, root and branch.  Men that have investi-
gated the history of this doctrine say that it began with Origen.
\Whether that be so or not I cannot say.  But we are safe in .
saying this is worthy of such a mind. Origen had a great
spinitualizing power. “This theory spiritualizes the very dead.
Origen never went farther.  The first reason by which this
position is maintained by the writer is this :  the resurrection
spuken of here is not introduced by the second advent of the
Lord. Here we have to deal with a matter of fact. How
this stand can be taken in the presence of facts 1s dufficult in
the eatseme to see. We turn to the last half of the nineteer.n
chayter of Revelation, which lies next to the one we e
dealing with. Let the reader look this up inhis Bible.  What
do we find recorded in Rev, xia. 11.21 2 \Who is the rider on
the white horse, there spoken ot 7 The thirteenth verse an-
swers that question, “And he was clothed with a vesture dipped
in blood . and h:s name is calied the Word of God.” The
rider on the white horse is the Lord Himself, Why has He
mounted the steed > It is not to stand still. [t is to travel.
Then the fourteenth verse says, “The armieswhich were in hea.
ven tollowed Him upon white horses, clothed in fine hnen
white and clean.” {f they follow he must move. Then comes
an account of a battle on the carth in which He smites the
nations. ‘The beast and the false prophet are taken and cast
into a lake of fite.  The armies of heaven may not do battle
in every particular as those of earth do ; but they do fight
battles and gaw victastes,  Here is a coming of the Lord and
followed by the resurrection of the believing dead, as stated in
verse four of this wonderful chapter. Whnen the Doctor says
that the resurred tion spoken of here, verse four, 1s not a con-
comitant of the coming of the Lord, and therefore 15 not hiteral,
he is under mistaksn his premises. The resurrection here
foretold is accompanied by the Iiteral coming of the Lord.

Many other objections to the literal interpretation of the
passage seem to Le in the mind of the writer, but are not
gmiven. It is a pity they were not stated. \We all want
all possible light on the subject. Gne more diticulty, how-
ever, is raised against the literal interpretation. It is this
that the armmy that follow Christ out of heaven are 11sen men,
and, thercfore, cannot be raised again after the cor ag of the
Lord. In such cage there must be i resurrecr ,n which pre-
cedes * the first resurrection.” Some pre antienmal men may
hold that the army from heaven was ma.de up of * raised and
glontied saints.”  That belief 15 no necessary part of the
Jdo-tnine. That army may be composew of other orders of
Leings. Thatbeinyg so the whole objection falls .2 the ground.

The army that follows the l.ord has given post-millenniae
men a great deal of trouble. They are preachers, says Barnes
and others. Dues the Bible ever represent hera-ds of the
Gospel as having come from heaven > Never. The Bible
says that men are commissioned of the Lord to do their work.
* There was a man sent from God whose name was John.”
They are never said to have come out from heaven, for the
plain reason that they have never been there.

At the close of page mine it is said, * But when we turn to
other portions of the New Testament we discover that they



