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DR. POLONIUS INTRODUCES HiS SON TO
SOME MEMBERS OF THE GENERAL
ASSFMBIY

——

0¥ KNOXONIAN,

Inorder that you may enjoy yourself, my son, at the
meeting of the General Assembly, I wish to make you
acquainted with some of the inembers.  Allow me to §
introduce you to

THF SITENT MFMBFR

In the General Assembly, as 1n every deliberauve
body, a large number of the members never make
speeches. They are silent tor several reasons.  Some
have no taste fur debate.  They inay be good preachers,
good speakers on the platlorm, fine scholars and good
men all round, but they have no hiking for ecclesiastis
cal discussions, and they sausfy their conscicnces by
merely giving their votes.  dSoine are tov busy to eaa-
mine the questions well cnough to speak on them,
and beng sensible men they have aever acquired the
faculty of speaking on matters that they know nothing
about. Others romam silent because they beleve
they are not well quahfied for taking part in debate.
Perhaps they sit in the Assembly for the first tume,
and have not become famihar with the working of the
ecclesiastical machinery. Some of these are much
hetter qualified than some who speak quite frequentty,
but they do not think so. The Assembly suffers and
the whole Church sufiers just because many worthy
men are too modest to allow their voices to be heard.
They sit still on their seats whilst others speak by the
hour, who don't work haif as hard or raise one-tenth
part of the funds shat these modest men do. You
will think 1t queer, my son, to sce half a dozen mem-
bers whose congregations do not unitediy contnbute a
hundred dollars for the support of the culleges, speak-
g by the hour on the college question, while svme
modest brother whose cungregauon pays fiive or sia
hundred dollars does not say a word. But, my son,
queer things do happen even 1n General Assemblics.
A large number of members remain silent because
they tlunk there is too much talking. They are too
sensible to say, * There is too much talk,” and then
do some more. The Plymouth Brethren say there
are too many sccts, and then proceed to mend .the
matter by forming another, and that the narrowest,
most bitter and most exclusive sect on this footstool.
A Genceral Assembly man who would say, * There is
too much talk,” and then talk himself, would have ro
more sense than a “Plym.” A Presbyterian with no
more sense than a “Plym ” needs to be reconstructed,
enlarged, built on a new basis, and done over gene-
rally.

1 wish you 10 understand, my son, that there 1s no
special merit n beng silent ; a dehberauve body.
Noman has a right to boast that he sat in the General
Assembly ten or fiftcen years, and never opened his
mouth, Perhaps he would have spoken scveral times
in these years had he done his whole duty. Silence
is not conclusive evidence of learning, wisdom, genius,
piety, Church loyalty, or superiority of any kind. That
famous philosopher, Josh Billings, says there 75 no
substitute for wisdom, but silence comes nearer it than
anything else. True, my son, quite true. Many a man
is considered wise simply because he says nothing, just
as thousand. of men are considered dignified simply
bacause they are dull. Therefore, my son, don't
attach too much importance to silence.  The oysteris
silent. The clam makes no speeches. The oyster
and the clam, though useful, are not the noblest speai-
mens of the animal kingdom. Silence is not the sum
of all the virtues. Always,remember that if somedody
did not speak, and make motions, and read reports,
and such, business could never be done.

Now, my son, allow me to irtroduce you to

THE SAFE MEMBER.

I don't mean Dr. Reid. The worthy Doctor is per-
* haps the safest; but is not by any means the onlv safe
member. Not long ago an cloquent friend of your
father’s indulged in 2 fine rhetoncal flourish about Dr.
Reid's safety. He said the Doctor “had invested
millions of the Church’s money and never lost a cent.”
That flourish was literally true. The Church owes
Dr. Reid to-day as much as, perhaps more than, it
owes to any living man. It owes him a great deal
more than it ever can, or perhaps ever will, try to pay.
But, my son, safc men are needed in depagtments ather

than the financial. In these days safe men are greatly

necded in the colleges. One of the colleges of the

Southern Presbyterinn Church is well nigh wrecked

at present_because a professor persists in teaching o

modified form of Evolution. In fact, safe wen are

needed in every department of Church work. There

aro restless spirits abroad, men who wish to change

everything merely to gratify their love of change. It
grieves the hearts of such people t~ loak up these fine
pure mornings and see that we have the same sun,
‘They have a quarrel with the Almighty because He
doces not give them a new sun every morning, They
don't see why He does not make the carth turn the
contrary way on its axis, just for the sake of a change.
‘They think its course around the sun should also be
changed occasionally. The trifling fact that such a
change would cause a collision in the solar system is
neither here nor there in the matter.  What signifies
the wrecking of the solar system if one wants a
change. Nothing pleases a man of this kind somuch
as to be able to prove that his grandfather wasa cam-
bination of nss and fool. If there is anything in the
saying that “like produces like,” most likely he was.
Now then, my son, you sec that if there are people of
this kind in the world, some of them may get into
prominent places in the Church ; and just so long as
this danger exists, safe men are indispensuble if the
Church is not to be wrecked.

But, my son, I must warn you against a spurious
imitation of safe men. Safe men are so useful and so
much respected that they have spurious imitators. 1
mean those people who oppose progress of every kind

and fight against every change, however necessary

and desirable it may be. They take no risks, shoulder
no responsibility, oppose progress of every kind. They
think that safety consists in standing still. These are
. not safe men, my son. They are almost as dangerous
as the wreckers 1 told you about 2 moment ago. Safety
does nof always consist in standing still. Quite fre-
quently the only safe course is to move on. Pcople
who stand still and are f00 safe to build a new church
until their congregation scatters are wrecking the con-
gregation just as certainly as they would if they set up
a graven mmage in it for the people to worship.
Therefore, my son, don’t suppose that a safe man of
the nght kind moans a mun opposed to all progress.
Brakes can never muke a train go. They are useful,
but they are a dead failure as a substitute for steam.
If Columbus had been a safe man America would not
have been discovered. A really safe man, my son, is
one that moves forward steadiiy, wisely and quietly,
not so fast that he runs oft the track, and not so slow
that everything runs over him and goes past him.
Now, my son, I wish to introduce you to
THE SUGGESTIVE MEMBER.

He is really about the best member we have. He
does nni abound to any very great extent when hard
questions are being scttled. On some questions—
college consolidation, for example—he is conspicuous
by his absence. One suggestive member is worth
more in a Church court than a hundred thousand fault-
finding members. Anybody can growl when things
go wrong, but it requires a »man to suggest how they
can be put right. An idiot knows wher - boiler
bursts, but he could not run the engine. An Indian
caught five hundred miles on the other side of Prince
Albert would perhaps yell if he saw a train go off the
track, but he would probably not be able to make any
practical suggestions about putting it on again. Men
are useful, my son. in every deliberative body in pro-
portion as they arc able to put and keep things right
Neither the world nor the Church will ever lack men
who have just enough of capacity to shout when any-
thing appears to go wrong  They often shout in both
places when there is nothing wrong. The kind of man
nceded most in the world and the Church is the higher
kind of ‘man who can tell how things are to be put
right. Your mother and I would like to sce you be-
come a suggestive member, my son.  That is the only
kind of member that really amounts to anything in
the end. Sensible people soon get disgusted with
men who can do nothing but criticise and find fault
and worry those who are working. 1f the Church is.
to make progress, somebody must indicate the lines
in which she is to move and then move Aer. Don't
you, my son, be found among.the crowd who can do
nothing better than nibble at the men who are doing -
the Lord’s work. Suggest something, and do scme-

thing, and be a credit 0 your Church and to your

parents,

THE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH IN
LONDON,” ENGLAND.,

HY REV, JOUN ROBBINS, GLENCOE.

Londan is called the modern Babylon. Butancient
Babylon had not ir it a well organized ..nd thoroughiy
aggressive Presbyterianism, otherwise it might hase
cndured unto this day, We do not believe Lord
Macaulay’s prediction will ever be realized anent the
New Zealander viewing the ruins of the great ey
from London Bridge, because the effurts put forth o
evangelize the city will act as the salt to preserve and
sanctify it. Among the agencies at work Presby
terianism accupics a very honuurable posit.on, betguse
of the quality of the wurk dunc. Our Chur‘&s
growing in the metrepolis, and year by year enlardes
its borders, and will yet ocLupy a foremost position un
_ English soil. Why?

Fuirst,— It finds 1n London & wide spherc~a city of
over Jfour million inhabitants. 1t includes within
its inner urcle Hampstead and Stamford Hill on the
north, Bromley (Middlesex; and Woolwich on the
cast, Streatham and Sydenhasn on the south, Kensing.
ton and Putney on the west,  The area thus wcluded
15 122 square omles or, 1in another form, 1t 15 equal 1o
a syuare having about cleven miles to each side.  But
the importance of this city as a centre of evangelisuc
toil 1s not measured by its mileage, Put by 1its popula.
tion. To-day,as we have seen, more than four mllion
people reside within this aren, and every year adds to
this mighty host. The natural increase alone s
52,000, for, according to the Registrar Generals
returns just published, the birth rate 1s 1,000 per
week greater than the death rate. Add to this the
immigrants from the country and abroad, and we find
an annual ncrease of 65,000 souls to the population,
W hereunto this aity will grow none can tell; but
amidst this vast and ever-growing population the Pres.
byterian Church is doing a great work. Thoroughiy
established amongst the Churches, it has adapted
itself to the people, at the same time maintaining the
standards of doctrine in all their integrity and dis.
tinctive features of Church government. It 15 aggres-
sive, establishing its mission stations in the new parts
of London .hat arc continually springing up to meet
the wants of the population.

Second.—Presbyteniamismiis needed.  Dr. McEwan,
the newly elected Moderator, atthe Synod in London
last month, said . “ Efficiency is now the test of every
institution as of every machine.” And, tested on this
principle, the Presbyterian Church 1in London 1s not
found wanting. 1t is demonstrated to be a sound
Protestant Church, with an admirable system of
government—not Congregational, but Presbytenan,
It is painfully apparent that the Established Church
is tending to Romanism. Go to the Church of the
Madeleine in Pans or to the Oratory in Brompion
(Cardinal Manning’s church;, and then to St. Pauls
Cathedral, and you will be reminded that Ritualisms
an imitation of the Papacy. Candles upon the high
altar of the Madelcine, candles upon the altar of 5t
Paul's. Postures and positions and the intonations of
theone imitated inthe other. Protestants bowing at the
name of Jesus, and crossing themselves at the repet
tion of the Apostolic Creed. This 1s coquetting with
Popt.y, as Bishop Ryle of Liverpool declares. Bat
the spirit of Wycliffe is not dead, nor of Latimer or
Hooper. Positive Protestantism s loved by tens of
thousands, and it is found in Presbyterian Churches
in its purestmnd best form; and because of this ..¢ *
Church of John Knox and Thomas Chalmers w.ll
grow like a cedar in Lebanon in the great metropuls.
The teachings of the Shorter Catechism or the West
minster Confession, expositions of the faith once de
livered to the saints, cannot be construed into the
teachings of Sacerdotalism,

Third.—The government of the Church meets a
felt want in England. It is not a rope of sand like
Congregationalism, but a government with all the
security and protection aflorded by the Church Courts
on the one hand, while the liberty of the congregaten
in its pastoral choice is guaranteed on thelother.  The

love of constitutonal government is very sirong in the
motherland, and constitational government and
Presbyterianism in the ceclesiastical world are inter
chargeable terms.  This form of Church polity is 2d- -
mirably adapted to metropolitan thought and feeling. -

The Presbyterian Church of England is wise in its
gencration’ to disseminate Scriptural knowledge .

amongst the young. The Synod last year ofiered the °
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