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CHAPTER X.-RETURNING TO CONSCIOUSNESS.

Mr. Arnot did flot leave bis iibrary that nigbt. His wife
carne to the door, and found it locked. To ber appeal he
repiied coldly, but decisively, tbat be was engaged.

She sighed deeply, feeling tbat tbe sojaurfi of young Hl-
dane under ber roof was destined to end in a manner most
painful to berseif and to her friend, bis mother. She feared
tbat the latter would blarne her sornewhat for his miserable
fiasco, and she fuliy believed tbat if ber bushand' perrnitted
the young man to-suffer open disgrace she wouid neyer be
forgiven by the proud and aristocratic lady.

And yet sbe feit that it was alrnost useless to speak to ber
husband in bis present rnood, or to bope that be could
be induced to show rnucb cansideration for so grave an
offence.

0f the woýst feature in I-aidane's canduct, hawever, she
biad noa knowledge. Mr. Arnot rarely spoke to bis wife con-
cerning bis business, and she bad rnerely learned, tbe pre-
viaus evening, tbat lialdane bad been sent ta New York upon
smre errand. Acting upan the supposition tbat ber husband
had remernbered and cornplied with ber request, she gra-
ciousiy thanked hirn for giving the young man a littie cbange
and diverting noveity of scene.

Mr. Arnot, wha happened ta verge sornewbat tawards a
cornplacent rnaad upon this occasion, smiled grirnly at bis
wife's cammendation, and even unbent sa far as ta indulge
in sarne ponderous atternpts at wit with Laura cancerning
her "rnagnificent otfer," and asserted that if she bad been
" like bis wife, she would have jurnped at the chance of get-
ting bald af su(-h a crude, unreformed specimen af burnanity.
Indeed," concluded be, " I did not know but that Mrs. Ar-
flot was bringing about the rnatcb, sa that she rigbt have a
littie of the raw material for refarrnatary purposes continually
on band. "

Mns. Arnat srniled, as she ever did, at ber husband's at-
tempted witticisns ; but wbat he regarded as light, delicate
shafts, winged sportively and carelessly, liad rather the ap-
pearance of any heavy object that carne to band tbrawn at
ber with beedless, inconsiderate force. It is due to Mr. An-
nat ta say that he gave so littie thougbt and attention ta the
wounds and bruises be caused, as ta be unaware that any had
been made. lie had fia bair-springs and jewel-tipped ma-
cbincry in bis rnassive, angular anganization, and be acted
pnactically as if the rest af burnanity bad been cast in the
smre mauld with birnself.

But lialdane's act taucbed birn at bis rnast vuinerable
point. Nat only bad a large surn of bis rnoney been
made away with, but, what was fan wanse, there had been a
mast seriaus irregulanity in the business routine. Wbile,
thenefane, he reualved that Haldane sbonld receive full
punishrnent, the ulterior thaugbt of giving the rest af bis
employés a warning and intirnidating lesson cbiefly occupied
bis rind.

Awane of his wife's '4unbnsinesslike weakness and senti-
mental natians," as he charactenized ber traits, be deterrnined
flot ta sec ber until he had carried out bis plan of securing
repayrnent of tbe rnoney, and of striking a salutary sentiment
of fear inta the bearts of ail wha were êngaged in carrying
out bis metbodical wili.

Therefare, witb the key of lialdane's raorn in bis pocket,
be kept watch and guard during the remainder of the night,
taking anly sncb rest as could be obtained an tbe lounge in
his library.

At about sunrise two men appeared, and rapped lightly
on the library window. Mn. Arnot irnrediately went out
ta tbem, and placed ane within a summer-bouse in tbe
spacious garden at the rear of tbe bouse, and tbe other in
frant, wbere be wonld be partialiy concealed by ever-
greens. By this arrangement the windows -of Haidane's
apartrnent and every crntrance of the bouse was under the
surveillance of palice officers in citizen's dress. Mn.
Arnot's awn personal pride, as well as sorne regard for bis
wife's feelings, led hirn ta arrange that the arrest sbould
flot be made at tbeir residence, for be wisbed that ail the
events occurring at the bouse sbould be excluded as far as
possible from the inevitable talk which tbe affair wanid oc-
casion. At the sarne tirne be praposed ta guard against the
possibility of Haldane's ecape, sbouid fear or sharne prarnpt
his fligbt.

Having naw twa assistant watcbers, be tbrew birnself on
tbe sofa, and took an baun or rnare af unbraken sleep. On
awaking, be went witb sulent tread ta the door of- Haldane's
room, and, after listening a rnoment, was satisfied from tbe
heavy breatbing within that its occupant was stili under the
influence af stupor. lie now returned tbe key ta the door,
and unloclked it so that Haldane could pass aut as soon as be
was able. Then, after taking a little refreshrnent in the
dining-roorn, be went directly ta the residence af a police
justice of bis acquaintance, who, on hearing the facts as far
as then knawn concerning Haldane, rnade ont a warrant for
his arrest, and prornised that the afficer ta wborn it would
be given shonld be sent fortbwith ta Mr. Arnot's office-for
thither the young rnan wonld first carne, or be brougbt, an.
recavering frorn bis heavy sleep.

lis factatum was in montai trepidation, fan irf coming
across town be bad eagenly baugbt the rnorning "Caurner,"
and bis complacent sense af security at baving witbheld
bis narne from the "aoncivil iditor " vanisbed uttenly as he
read the wonds, " an intelligent Iisbman in Mn. Ainot's
employ. '

"0db! bioody blazes! tbat manes me," he bad cx-
clairned; "and ould Boss Arnat will know it jist as wel
as if tbey had printed me name al aven the papen. Bàd
luck ta the spalpeen, and warse luck to meseif !1" ' Intilli-
gent Irisbrnan,' arnI ? Then what kind o' a crather wouid
anc be as bad na sinse at al? liere I've ben throwin'
away forty dollars the rnonth for the sake a' anec! Wbin 1
gets me discharge l'd better go round ta the tothen side a'
the airth than go borne to me woife"

Non were bis apprehensions aliayed as be saw Mn. Annot
rcading the paper witb a dankcning scawl; but for the present
Pat was left in suspense as ta bis fate.

Cicrks and baok-keepers saon appeared, and among tbern
a policeman, wba was snmmoned ta tbe imuer office, and
given a seat somcwbat out af sight bebind the daor.

Upon every face there was an expression af snppressed
excitement and expectatian, for the attention of thase wbo
had not seen theînorning paper was specdily called ta the
aminous panagnaph. But the routine and discipline af the
office prevailed, and in a few minutes al beads wene bending
over bnlky journals and ledgers, but witb rnany a furtive
glance at the daor.

As for Pat, he bad the impression that the policeman
witbin would collar birn befare the morning was aven, and
rnarcb birn aff, with lialdane, ta jail ; and be was ini sncb a
state of nervaus apprebensian that almast any event short
of an earthquake would be a relief if it canid only bappen at
once.

The April sun sbone brigbtly and geniaily inta tbe apant-
ment in wbich lialdane bad been left ta sleep afbis drunken
stupar. In ail its appaintrncnts it appeared as fresh, in-
viting, and cleanly as the wholesomc light withaut. The
spirit of the bousekeeper pervaded every part af the mansion,
and in. bath furniture and decoration it wauld sern that she
iiad studiously excluded evenytbing wbicb wouid suggest
morbid or glaomy tbougbts. It was Mns. Arnot's pbiiasophy
tbat outward surroundings impant their colouring ta the
mmnd, and ane a bclp or a hindrance. She was a disciple
of the light, and was wcli awane that she mnust resolntely.
dwell iin its full effuigence in arden ta escape fnom the
bligbting sbadow of a life-long disappointrnent. Thus she
sougbt ta make ber home, flot gay or gaudy, nat a brilliant
rnockery of ber soirrw, wbicb she bad learned ta calrniy
recognize as ancernigbt a village cernctery in a sunny land-
scape, but cheerful and ligbtsome like this Apnil rnorning
wbicb iooked in tbraugh the curtained windows af Haldane's
apartrnent, and found everything in banmany with itself save
the occupant.

And yet be was young and in bis spring.time. Wby sbould
be make discard with tbe bigbt fresb morning ? Because the
sbadow ai evil-wbich is danken than the sbadow af night,
age, an sarrow-rested upon birn. lis bair bung in dis-
arder aven a brow wbich was contnacted into a frown. Ilis
naturally fine features bad a beavy, biaated, sensuai aspect ;
and yet, even wbule lie slept, yau canglit a glimpse in this
face-as through a veil-af the anguish of a spirit that was
suffening brutal wrang and violence.,

His insensibulity was passing away. His mind appeaned
ta be struggling ta cast af the weigbt af a stupefied body,
but fan a tirne its tbroes, wbicb were inanifested by starts,
strang shndderinge, and rnuttered wards-were ineffectual.
At last, in desperation, as it were, the tortured saul, poisancd
even in its imaginings by the irnpurity of the lawer nature,
conjuned up sncb a harrid vision that in its anguish it broke
its chains, tbrew off the cnusbing weight, and the young man
started Up.

This returaifig cansciousness bad not been, like the dawn
stealing in at bis windaw, follawed by a hurst af sunlight.
As the monning entens the stained, fouI, dingy places of
dissipation, wbich early in the evening bad been the gas-
lighted, garisb scenes of iot and senseless laughter, and
later the flgbting ground af ail the vile vermiif of the nigbt
witb thein uncanny noises-as wbcn, the doors and windows
baving been at iast opened, the light strnggles in tbnaugb
stale tobacco srnoke, revealing dimnly a discoloured,1 reeking
place, whose siglits and adours are mare in harmony wilih
the sewen than the sweet Apnil sunshine and the vialets
opening an sautbern siapes-so wben reason and rnernry,
the janitors of thé mind, finst adsnitted the light af con-
sciousness, aniy the obscure autline of miserable feelings
and repulsive events were manifest tuo ldane's introspec-
tian.

There was a marnentanry relief at finding that tbe barrible
drearn wbicb bad awakened birn was oniy a dneamn, but wbiie
bis waking banished the uncanili shapes af the imagination,
bis sane, weli.gnided vision saw nevealed that fromn which be
sbnank.witb far greater dread.

For a few moments, as lic stared vacarqtly anaund the
raam, be cauld realize notbing save a duli leaden weigbt af
pain. In this dneany abscurity of suffering, distinct causes
of trouble and fear began ta sbape tbernselves. Thene was a
rningled sense of rnisfortnne and guilt. lie had a confused
memrnay of a great disappointment, and be knew fnorn bis
conditian that be bad been drinking.

Hie laoked at himslf-be was dressed. There staad bis
inuddy bats-twa foui blots on tbe beauty and cleanlines

wi'th Laura, anld ber repugnafice taward batb birnself and
wbat sbe regarded as Ilbis disgnsting vices" and 50 dis-
gusting did bis evil courses now seern that for tbe first time
in bis life be tbougbt of hiniself witb loatbing.

Then, as rnernay rapidiy duplicated subsequen4 events,
be gave a canternptuaus srnile ta bis Ilgloorny grandeur "
scbernes in passing, and saw birnself an the way ta New
York, witb one tbonsand dollars of bis ernployer's funds
cntrusted ta bis care. lie rernerbered that be was intro-
duced ta twa fascinating strangers, that tbey drank and
iunched together, tbat they rnissed the train, that tbey were
garnbling, that, baving lost al bis own rnoney, be was
ternpted to open a package belonging ta Mr.- Arnot ; did be
fiat open the other also? At this point all became canfnsed
and blurred.

XVhat bad becarne af that rnoney?
With nervous, tnernbling baste be searcbed bis pockets.

Bath the rnoney and the envelopes were gane.
His face blancbed ; bis beart sank witb a certain fore-

boding af evil. lie faund birnself an the brink of an abyss,
and feit the ground crumbling beneatb bim. First came a
rnad impulse ta fly, ta escape and bide birnself, and be had
aimast carried it out. His band was an the don, but be
besitated, turned back, and walkcd tbe floor in agany.

Then carne tbe better impulse af anc as yet unbardencd in
the ways af cvii, to go at once ta bhis employer, ta tell the
wbole trutb, and make sncb neparation as was witbin his
power. lic knew that bis rnother was abundantiy able ta
pay back the mancy, and be belicved sbe wauld do sa.

Th is be conceded was bis best, and, indeed, anly safe
caurse, and be haped that the wretcbed affair might be 50 an-
ranged as ta be kept hidden fnorn tbe world. As fan Mrs.
Annot and Laura, he feit tbat be cauld neyer laok tbema in
the face again.

Suppase be sbould meet tbem gaing out. The veny thaugbt
was dreadful,-and it seerned to hirn that be would sink ta
the floor frorn sharne unden their rep oacbful eyes. Wauld,
tbey be up yet? lie loaked at bis watcb ; it bad nun down,
and its rnotianlcss hands pointed at tbe vile, belpless condi-
tion in wbich be must bave been at the time wben he usually
waund it up.

lie glanced frarn the windaw, witb the hope of escaping
tbe two burnan beings wborn be dneaded rnarethan the wbole
rnacking worid ; but it was too lofty ta admit of a leap ta the
gronnd.

IlWbo is yonden strange rnan that seenîs ta be watching
the hanse ?" he queried.

Was it bis shaken nerves and sense af guilt wbich led bim
ta suspect danger and trouble on every side ?

"There is fia beip for it," he exclaimed, gninding bis teeth;
and, apening the door, he hastencd frorn the bouse, looking
neither to the rigbt baud non ta tbe left.

CHAPTER XI.-HALDANE 15 ARRESTED.

As Haidane stnalled napidly alang the winding, gravelled
patb tbat led froui Mrs. Arnat's beautiful suburbafi villa ta
the street, be started violently as be encountened a strangcr,
wha appeaned ta be carning tawand the mansian ; and he
was greatly relieved wben be was permitted ta pas. un.
rnaieste(i. And yet tbe caol glance af scnutiny whicb lie
received lcft a vcny unplcasant impression. Nan was this un-
easincss dirninished when, on reaching the streèet, he faund.
that the stranger bad appanently accamplisbed his ernand ta
tbe bause so speedily that he was alneady retunning, and ac-
cornpanied by anather man.

Were fiat their eyes fixed an bim, an was be rnisled by bis
fears ? After a littie tirne be loaked around again. One of
the men bad disappeared, and be breathed mare freeiy. No;
there he was an the opposite side af the street, and walking
steadiiy abreast with bim, wbile bis campanion continued
foilowing at abaut the same distance away.

Was be "sbadowed?" liewas, indeed, literally and.
figurately. Altbaugh the sun was shining brigbt and
warno, neyer before bad be been canscions of sncb a hornor
of great darkness. Tbe ligbt which can banisb tbe oppres-
sive dishleartening shadaw af guilt must corne.fnam beyond
the sun.

As be entVred the busien streets in tbe vicinity of the
affice, he saw a few persans wborn be knew. WVas be again
rnisled by bis overwtougbt and nenvous candition ? an did
these pensons tny ta shun him by turning carners, entening
shaps, or hy crassing the street, and loaking resoiutcly the
other way ?4

Could that awful entity, the wanld, already know the events
of the past nigbt ?

A newsboy was vacifenating down a side street. Only the
word "lCrime " caught Haldane's ear, but the effect was as
cold and as chilling as the dnip af an icicle.

As be bastcned up the office steps, Pat M'Cabc scowled
upon bim, and rnuttcred audibiy,

IlBad luck tili yees 1 1 wish I'd lift ye ablinkin' like an
owl wbcre I found ye."

" And bad l'ick tili yecs, too," added Pat, in bis surly
growi, as a reporter, note_-book in barid, stepped nimbiy in
after lialdane. 1,It's mescîf that wishes iviry ï1diter o' the
land was burned up wid bis own lyin' papers."

Even tbe rnast machine-like of the sène and withered book-
keepers beid their peha, in suspense as 'laldane passed hastily
toward Mn. Arnat's private office, followed by tbe reporter,
wbose aient manner and abservant, questioning eye, sug-


