OUR.- SOCIETY. 3

Socicty Notes.

Our expiession ¢ metaphorical wind-bladders ™ as applied to
Socicty notes, scems to have given some amusement and perlaps
alittle offence, By the way, it is not our expression at all, it is
wed i one of the most amusing eritiques ever written,—Caryle's
description of Coleridge,—in the Life of Sterling, unless we are
mistaken.  The book is worth buying, if only for the paragraph
wlerred to. To return, however, it would be rather foolish of us
to object to Society notes when there is anything to talk about ;
but during the latter part of Lent the thing wes rather overdone.
Please do not think, Ino et alie (or «li?, it there be men so frivol-
ous) that we do not want to hear your voices now.  Saturday night
would be dull without them.  We must correct one very natural
litle error made by Ino in her good-natured remarks about Oun
SoctkTY ¢ we have many  writers, and many  correspondents —
recular and irvegular; but we have at present but one editor, who,
though he cannot undertake to be infallible, will always be found
realy to make amends for any injustice that may be done through
the carelessness of his supporters.

Have we ever ¢ yelped ™ at anyone? If the chige had been
made in a less glaringly vulgar way, we should be inclined to
reent it 3 but as it is, let it pass.  We have given a few hints, and
we have made a little skit, which some people seem to consider not
without hamour, but yelp,—never! Try and be a little more
ludylike, sweet Deatrice.

A round trip in one of H. M. Trovpers must be a delightful
experience, though for anyone whoese time is valuable we would
ot commend this means of transit.  Take for instance the present
uip of the Orontes. Leaving Portsmouth on Feb. 11th, she
plinned to eall at the following places :—DBermuda, IFeb. £5th,
Halifax, March 3, Jamaica, March 16th, Barbadoes, March 24th,
Mseension, April 12th, St. Helena, April 15th, Cape Town, April
Oth, Durban, May 9th, Simon’s Bay, May 1l4th, St. Helena,
Vlay 24th, Ascension, May 27th, St. Vincent, June 3i1d, Madeira,
Inne 10th, and back again at Portsmouth, June 17th.  The trip
lrom Halifax to Jamaiea was simply perfect, with fine weather and
water like a mill pond, which is more than 2nyone expected at this
time of the year.  Captains Suft and Gore, with Messrs. Beecher,
Exshaw, Parsons, Fraser and Grimley went ashore at Jamaica, and
lad 2 march of 15 miles to their quarters. Tley started at 2 a. m.
wd reached quarters about 8, the heat during .the greater part of
the march being intense. © The younger officers were fairly played
st when they arrived, and were somewhat cheered later on in the
thy by the sight of some of their fellow-officers, who rode up from
the skip to say good-bye; but when the actual leave-taking was
wer, they felt very like having a food ery.  No doubt they have
reeovered by now, and are looking round in search of amusement
and gaiety 3 not so casy to find in that part of the world, The
Jquarters are in an excellent situation, and healthy enough, but
miles from everywhere.  The ship experienced the same perfect
seather on the way to Barbadoes, and those on board did their
best to make merry and be joyful. The night before their arrival
the sailors got up a Nigger Minstrel performance, after which a
dance took place in the saloon, to the music of the West Riding
Bad  We are glad to hear that the Militaire was not left out of
the programme.  The weather at Barbadoes was decidediy warm,—
#"in the shade.

The Society list has become famous even—we presume—beyond
ihe expectations of its author. It has also been used by onr enter-
Jriing contemporary in St. John, with the result that men have
teadved extra sample copics of Progress addressed to relations
ling since dead, or to wives that have mever existed. And last,
bat et least, it has been made the text of a secrmon—and a very
el < rmon, too—by the Rev. Mr. Gregory. It is not often that
Malitay gets excited over a sermen, but the demand for last

Monduy's Feho was certainly brisker than usual, and all on accouat
of My, Gregory's view—nat exactly original, but very originally
expressed——on Aristocracy  **The gospel that we need is the
gospel of character ™ says the preacher, that we are with. him, from
first to last.  But we canunot think that Soedety, in a place like
Halitax, can ever be syunonymons with slrdstoeraey, the fact of
getting asked to a few afternoon teas gives the entree into the one,
while even the most light-headed would hadly consider it a guali-
fication for the other, Unless we are in a state of moral decay,
Persons of all denominations, professors and teachers should, lead
the aristoeracy, —it these are not better than the average, we were
fur better without them.  Unless the whole system is 1otten, our
indges, doctors and legislators should, without exception, have a
place 5 for if the state is not managed by the aristof, it were better
not mianaged at all,

However, this is somewhat Utopian, while Mr. Gregory is
common-sense and practical. Nevertheless, we would that someone
would publish a list of our dsistocrucy.  There would perhaps,
be this remarkable likeness between this list and the former one;
that whereas many men appeared in the former only to keep
their wives company ; still more women would appear in the latter
to keep their husbands in countenance.

There is one point in the sermon on which we cannot quite
agree : ¢ Money ™ says the preaher, ¢ makes one none the wosse,
none the better. Possibly not, in the exact sense in which this was
said, but our own general experience is that most men are the
worse for having money, and few the better,” while many men are
the worse for want of money, and very, very few the better, and
these latter few—very few—the best of the whole lot,

Mr. Gregory is a Darwinian at heart.  This to us is a strong
recommendation, When a man follows Darwin, he has usally done
a great deal of thinking, and threshed the matter out. When «
woman proclaims herself a Darwinian, she i, as a rule, 2 humbuy,
and does so for the sake of being counsidered bizarre. Not that
all thinking men are Darwinians; do not mista’.e us;—we simply
mean that the current and popular ideas abuut the teaching of the
keenest observer that ever lived are so ludicionsly exaggerated,
that no sane man could possibly accept them without thoroughly
threshing the matter out for himself,

There is no subject on which there is such urgent need to have
more said from our pulpits and popular lecture-chairs as that of
Darwinism, and the sooner this is vecognized the better.  What
is said may be for, or against; ~o long az it is said honestly and
intelligently, it is for the better.

We all know why a miller wears a white hat, but there is n
dilferent reason why a similar head covering should be worn by
coachmen in Germany. The doctors there have determined that
their jehus shall all appear in white hats of a similar pattern, =0
that a doctor’s carringe may be instantly recognized in the streets.
So when you are now in Berlin you can hail your medicine man a<
certainly as though he were a green ¢¢ Atdas™ or a blue ¢ Water-
loo.” It is funny, bui it is not half a bad idea.—Ez.
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