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asths present circumstances of our Sociotics mny
seain moro particalarly to require.

Duriog the past year,tho ~  reaso of our numbors
io Great Britaiv and Iroland s 2,434, and on the
differeut Missionary Stations, 2,043, makiug, io the
whole. 5,177. From this general statcinent, it ap-
poars that the ineroasc in tho Sucioties uvader the
care of our Missionarics is greater than was ever
koown beforoin tho spuce of one year. Tho in-
crease in this couniry 1s smaller than usual; a cic-
cumstanco attriluted, in past, to the distress of .«
timnes, which hiag oxerted #n unfriendly influcuce on
nut & few uf our Societies, and to various other cau-
sos which bave heen in active and injurious opura-
tion. Itis chceriug to us, however, that thore isso
cogtiderabln an increase ; and it is our ferveut and
auited prayer, that the ** God of all groce ™ nay
pour aut upon ourselves, and the ccugregations v
Whom wo minister tho * word of Lfe,” a large
tmeasure of his holy influence, and may thus wore
abundantly promote our true prosperity. At the

resent Couference, forty young inenhave beeu pub-
i 'y adwitted into full ministerial conuexivo with
us, according to tho usages of our body. ANl of
these have travelled fuur years, and sume of them,
who have toiled amidst tha privations aad dangers
of the Missionary life, a much loogur perind. 'They
have all passed through thoir examiuationsto our
sutiro sutisfction, and Lave taken their station a-
mong us, with our vaagimous concurrence and ap-
proval. Tt will be gratifying to you alsoto kuos,
that our Brethren jn the United States of Nordi-A
merica continue to enjoy au ewioent degreo of vur
heaveuly Fathes's blessing ; and to fueroase rapiidly,
both in numbers and in grace.

Fot every token of epiritual good in any patt of
the Conunexion, we record our gratitude to God,
* the Fathor of sucrcies, and God of all coosola,
tion." It is our humble persuasion that be will
still be witls us, and bless us. W addross you with
cheerful confideace, and invite youmoso diligently
to co-oporute with us in oxtending the kingdom of
our LordJesus Christ. Receive, brethien, tho word
of exbortation; and disregard not advices which we
have (requantly o:Tured to your consideration, 2ud oo
which we still find it necessary to daell. = To
ve1ito the eawe things to you, to us indecd is not
grievous, butfor youit is safe.”

We canuot but embra~z the present opportunity
to recommend an earusst and coustant attention to
tho vital doctrin s which have been taught among
we from the beginaing. Fhey are ducinnes * a.-
cording to godhaess.” By our venerable Founder
aod his assuciites they aro explained in a maoner
emineatly scriptural, clear, comist.et, and practical.
Wo bexecch you to bewyee, lest you depart from
frowm thew, or neglect that «* forin of socnd words”
iw whizh they ave conveyad tous. "This (s sn age
of bold aud daring speeulation ; an «go in which
many professed advocates of our holy religion in-
dulge & perilous propensity either to deny vertzin
portious of sacred veanty, or toarrny them n a garh
wbich aeither we nor our fathers huve knowo. For
this reason, wo desm it * needlul for us to writcun
to you, aud cxhort you that ye should coatend cas-
oostly for the L.k which wks cuce delivered to the
saluts.””  Truth emanates froin God 3 and itis eter-
oal and unchanging as its chmighty Soutco.  Des-
piso itnot.  Let the « Spisit of teuth™ guide you
by Lis otvn fuspired word, which is #scttled for ever
in hoaveu.” Avuid noveltics. Sauspect the souud
noss of all speculations which tond to unseitle long-
tried and establishod doctrines.  They may appear
profouad and imposing; hutthey are, in veal;ty, su-
perficial, un.upported, and unsatisfying. * Many,”
chserves the judicivus tooker, ¢ taulk of the truth,
who never sounded thodepth from whonco itspring-
oih.””  Romember the apastolic adinomtian, « Prove
oll things : hold fust that which is goad.”* * Stand,
thorofure, having your loins girt about with truth.
Bo not children, tossed to and fro, and carsied about
with evory wind of docirine, by the sleight of mon,
and capuing eraftiness, whereby they lic in wait to
duscive, but, spoakiog she truth in love, grow up
igto himz 10 all thwgs, wiich is the flead, oven
Cb;ist." . 1

Closely connccted with this ir another direction,
whichave would contivually urgo upan your regard,
aud, which hus.respect to the inestimable blessings
af deep Christian ox si.cace. Yo ard our wwitoes-
283 that wo huvefon ~ Uy vadeaveured fo malotain
the wseparabla vuion of doctrisal instrugtion with

the spintuahity and power of godliness. Al is un-
availablo without this. To this our rovered Foun-
der wpecially dovoted his attention and zeal. Ho
was the groat Divino of religivus expericuco ; and
whilo he incessantly onforced tho indispensablo no-
cessity of justificatiun by fanth in the sacnificind death
of cur Lord Josus Chinat,—of the direct and power-
tul tostunony of God's Sprnt with ours that we are
adopted into his fanly,—uf the enure renovinion of
tho heart by the sancufying Spint—and of a close
and hatutual o alk wiik (’iud. he furcibly exemphiied

God s Lot 1 word, but a power,” thatst **is not
ment and drink, Lut nghicousness, and poace, and
Jjuy m the Holy Ghost.” Biethrea, »lot us walk
by tho same rule, lot us mind the same thing.” Sa-
tisfy uot yourselves with low aud ordinary attain-
meuts 1o the spiritual hfo. * Apprehead thut for
which nlso you are approhended of Christ Jesus.’
* Mcekly pass into the depths of God.”  For this
cnd, attend, wo bescech you, to the  cunstant pre-
senco and agency of the Holy Spint.  He only can
[rreserve tho soul alive. W hatever our acquircmonts
may be, 1f ho withideaw his vitat influence, all spisi-

dechine. ~ ** Cast me wot away," prays tho I'salmist
“from thy presenee, and tako not thy Hely Spi-
rit from wme.”  Attound, then, to thm. Gricve Him
ast, Livein Him; and ooito with usin fervemt
supplication that His rich aud manduld gifte may be
puured into sll our hearts, and miay produce withio
{ us su entro conformity to his image, and an habi-
tual preparation for evory goud work.

« Out of the heart aro the issncs of hfe.” While
you labour, therefure- to guard the * hidden man of
tho hoart,™ permit us also to exhort you to the fauth-
ful dischargo of all practical duties.  ©If we livo s
tho Spirit, let us ulso walk iz tho Spint.™
astrict correspondence bo preserved betwoen tha
spiritual influcnces and the yisible fruits of Cliristian
sicty.  The umportance of this admenition will ful-
'yjuslify our descend.ng to a few particulars, wiuch
appear to us at the present timo to demand peculiar
attention.

l Arong these more particular instructions; one has

relation to the diligent and proper,usa of thuse or-
dinaaces of Chriztian and mulual fellowship, which
are so Targely instituted in our Societies. ** For-
sako not ilic” assembling of younelves together."
Reflect often on the vuspeakabls advantages which
arise from a free interchango of religivus views and
feclings suied to every state a3d, circumsiance.  §f
athers cither contemptuously renoutice or, at least,
practically ucglect, what wu bave so loug proved tv
lig sumne of the best mncans of spiritual improvement,
g0 got alter them.” Rogularly ctrend tho week-
I¥ ineetiugs of your Classes ; aud at the quarterly
visitations, when it is our dosiro to converse indivi
duaily with you concerning the progress vr décline
of the divine life in your souls, freely meet us: give
us this opporiunity of discharging what we deew an
esscutial part of our pastural oflice among you, and
cunvinco os that our sohcituds for your religious
welfaro is requited, uot with cold indifference and
inatteutivu, but with a sincere aund steady concern
for your own * growth in grace, and in the kuow-
ledge of vur Lord aud Saviour Josus Christ.””

Suffer us, pacticularly, to mention the necessity
ofasuives and frequent attendance on that prime
ardinmnce of the Christian institute, the Socrament
of the Lord’s Supper; an ordinauce solemnly ap-
pointed by our Lord hiawsoelf, and designed tobe u
perpctual symbol o sur Christian fauth and  profes-
slun, a 1n.tive to all the exereises of spiritual grace,
and a stroag practical pledge of our full subwission
to Josus Christ, tho Sovercign as well as thd Sa-
viour of hiis Chorcl,  Wilfully and babitaally to
turn froin the Lord's table, indicates an awful dis-
rogard of his express aud dying injunction, aud em-
iuently cudangers, bot only tho inerease, but the ve-
ry existence. of our faith and fove. Yicld to the
authority of Him who bhas said. « This doin re-
mewbrance of mo ;™ and whild you oartake of the
sacred elemeunts, joyfully anticipate that sueramen-
tal foast which 1t is our trust that wo shall (i brate
in the kingdom of God.— For as éfien as ye-eut
this bread, aud drisk this.cup, ye doshaw the Lord's
death till e come.,’ .

You are, furthier, cxhored to oncourage meetings
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Jor sacial and public prager ; to obsorve tho Quarter-
ly Fasts, whon speaial supplications sbould be offer-
od for tho mose copious edusiony of the HulgSpige

tual enjogments, all spiritual lifo, must languishaad
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on the clru.ch and the sorld ; add to attend oppee-
tumtres of week-night preaching. It is a source ¢f
much regret to us, that, 1 many nstances, thowe
opportunitics aro greatly neglected.  Seasons of re-
froshmeat, specially needtul amdst tho daily cares
and engagements of hfe, are thus omnted ; end die-
courses, usually devotod 1o subjects of religious o3
porienco, and mtended more particularly for the edi-
fication and comfort of our Societies and serious
hoarors, avo compuratively lost.  Omissions of this
kind aro, we doubt not, Inghly detrunental to the ro-

tho great scripiural truth, that “tho hingdum o1 ligious improvement of many o our people. We

would, therefure, affectionately cautiun youn ngainst
them. Surely, in addiion to the catm and delightful
sorvices of the Sabbath, one hour in the week i¥ nut
too much, even for thoso who are most oceupied
with the cencerns of tune, to spend  an attendunce
on the pubhe ministry of God's ioly word.

To tho fraternal care and sympathy which you
owo to each other, wo would also call your best at-
icution. Romomber that you are children of the
semo Father, members of the same body, and hers
of tho same blessings. ¢ Put on, therefure, as the
elect of God, holy and beloved, bowvels of mercies,
kinduess, humbleness of mmd, meohness, long-suf-
fenng, forbearing one another, and forgiving one
anathee, if any man have a complant ugainst anv,
even as Chnst forgave you, so also do yo. Awd,
above all those things, put on charity. which is the
bond of porfecmess. ©* > VWhere thero ts chants.”
says ono of tho Fathers, **there 1s bumihty; and
where thero 1s hamulsty, there 1s perce.”  Maintawt
this mutual eharity, aod brng forth all ity fruits.—
Remove misconstructions.  Cast a vell over your
brethiren’s infirmities.  Promote reconciltation.  Pe,
at the samo tune, fmthiul n the admumstratien of
all necossary warning and admoninon. ¢ Exhort
one another daly, winle 1t s called to-day ; Jestany
of you be hardened ibrougl the decestfulness of sin.’
Under this direction, we would advert to the disud~
vantages which somet.mes avise from the removai
of members- 1n different parts of the country.- - M-
stances, weo fear, are nys rave, in which persors re-
inove without propernotes of recommendations ity
conseq uence of which 15, that, ov arriving at anew
plac: where they are, compuratively or entirely,
uoknown, they negleet to uoite themselves to tho
Society ; and thus, witheut mii sotiled design; they
scperate from comnunion with us, deprive Yhe.-
selves of those mvaluable means of graes which
they outo found so beneficiat to thom, and, n seve-
ra} cases, lose the enjoyuient of religion, and alwtost
all relish for it. T'v prevedt the recurvetice of'an
evil hko this, we specrully request oor Loadera'to
procuro frem the Super:tendent of the Ciremir ot
liis colleaguers, suitable notes of removal for such
nembaers of their Classes as may bo providentinlly
callod to chauge the ptace of thieir residence, aud-:o
excreise a paternal care for them after thew depar-
turo: we entroat such as may rewove, to-wateh”
against the temptauons and-daagers of new eircum-
stances, and by no menns to resign the privileges of
Chrishan memhership 3 aud we affectrumately invite
ang of our (riends who may know or hear of approv-
ed meinhors that have recontly como amongst them,
to tahe them by the haud, give theny properinfarin-
ation and oncourngements antl intraduce “ltem into
a new cirele of Christien avqumntancy amd brethren.
Assist us to watch ove the sheep confided by * thy
chiel Shepherd  to wu diarge, I::st they go astray
from the fold, and full uader the power of himrwho
‘“as a roaning lion, walketh about, wevking whomn
he may devour.”

Io those pastoral advices, wwe would assign a cau-
spicuous place tv the important duiics and obligati-
ons of family religion. ‘Lo otsel a family altar, on
which mornng and evoning sacratices shall be duly of-
fered ; to tramn elildren antt-dependents in the * nar-
ture agd adinomuion of the Lord " and to preservo fi-
delity and affection in the exerciso of all salutary res-
traint and discipliue, is tho imperatice and indispen-
wlile officy of cvery one to whom the * God*of tid
tamilics of the whole earth” has entrustéd a domies-
tic charge. Lot it bo your prayer and labour, bré-
thren, that your families nay dolleeidedly Chrjstiau
sacred inclusercs, dedientd. in the Willbrdbss of
this world, to Gods nurscrivs of tho church, (rorh
whiclf tag bt transpltated such © traes of rightebilé-
6oss™ as, when your oswn leaf hias withered, shall
stand in_tho courts of the Lord, aud flourish in the
house of our God.” It is ir this way that wa stiall
most cectually porpotuate the work whick o



