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tic, with tho coolness of tho ixﬂl’ost‘cq ; madness of
design, with policy of conduct: all thisis an anomaly
in human action, which dofics all precedent, and dis-
do' -+ all comparison. What were their meaus of
success ! Every rropossosslon was against their na-
tion, their rank inlifo. If wo accept the §clf-:}lmsmg
testimonyof I"aul, their persons wero deficientin com-
manding dignity: his “baodily presenco was weak.”
Was it eloquenco? But on the same .authomy,
« his spoech was contomptiblo.” l-'nqu9stlonuhly his
languago is equally opposite to the florid and elabo-
rato diction which cnchanted tho Asiatics, and the
crspicuous, vivid, harmonious rhotoric which would
ho demanded by the Athenian.  Was it the sublimity
of their arguments 7 But their arguments, without
roof, woro extravagant boyond all description.—
Vhat was their story, reduced to its simplo elements ?
That the geent God of the universe had senthis Son
into a remote country, among a barharous and de-
tested peoplo; that this people had put himto death
without resistance : and though, according to his
disciples, he had risen again from the dead; did the
Jews, the best qualified to judge, generally acknow-
Iedgothefact? Thoy reject, they oxecrate his name ;
they denounco, they persocute his peorlo. Yet,
continue the Apostles, believe in this Christ. To
provo your helief, first forswear all those vices on
sehich ‘your former religion: looked, if not with ap-
probation, with indulgenco; renounce all your
amusements; cast off all your habits; hreak all the
tios of kindred ; resist the claims of natural affection.
But think not to do this with lmpunity; calculate
pot on security ; misery awaits your choice of our
crecd; those that believe in Christ erucified must be
pre[mrcd to take up their cross with Christ.

‘T'his was the tale, thus argued, thus, vuless ¢ by
signs and wondors,” unsupported. with which the
Aposties, men oierwiso sane, rational, and modorate,
caleulated op overthrowing the vast system of Pagan
idolatry ; on changing the moral condition of the
world; on ejecting Jupiter and Apollo, Asculapius
and Viaus, from their fanes; on couviucing Gentile

hilosophy of foolishness; on supcrsedinfg Plato, and
%eno, and Epicurus, the wickedness of the worst,
and the wisdom of the best.

Tnstead of mingling in the processions, partaking
in the festivals, enjoying the spectacles of his fellow-
citizens, the Chrietian proselyte became a secluded,
scrupulous, and isolated being. Life was literally
commonced anew in all his habits, occupations,
thoughts, and feelings, often in its conndxions and at-
tachments. For the splendid temple and public ce-
remony, the beliover had te lurk in some obscure and
secret chamber, where he raight snatch his hurried
and interrupted dovotions; to steal out at nidnight,
and when persecution was threatencd, conceal him-
self in cemeterics and catacombs; instcad of the
rich and imaginativo worship of his fathers, in which
all the senses were dazzled and intoxicated with
lamps, iucenso, and music, he joined in rites which
were simple, both from the nature of the institution,
and the poverty of the communicants. Meanness,
homility, obscurity, were the avowed characteristics
of the new religion. What had the Christian neo-
phiyte to gain, and what tolose?  Wouald the exelu-
sivencss of the new religion, which appealed to his
{ntellectual or spirittdl pride, bo equivaleut to the
freedom which he abandoned? While a Heathen,
ho might believe as much or as little as he chose.~
He might worship in whatover temple he pleased;
in that of Jupiter Capitolinus in Rome, Serapis in
Egrypt, or the Sun in the East. He might addict
himself to any sect of philosophy. Whatever his
turn of mind, religion presented him with a deity,

hilosophy with a creed, suited to his habits of think-
g and feoling.  If of a severo character, he joined
the Stoics; if more lax, tho Epicureans; if inclined
to free discussion, the Lyceum invited him into its
walks, or ocenpicd his imagination with the lofty ro-
veries of Plato. Al thiis liberty lay under a sevete
interdict; the Apostles admitted no partial conforin-
ity : their creed was: pucemptory, dictatorial, com-
manded the reception of all its articles with implicit
fuith, orrofuscdto impart its privileges. The seces-
sion from the world was complote aud perpetual.—
The convert must arm himself with that rare moral
courago, which will enduro, not merely the openand
violent hostility that usually provokes a manly spirit
of resistance, but the more weariog and incessant at-
tacks of contempt, humiliation, and calumnyg. For
this tho dearest tics wore to be severed; ho was to
eaceunter “ foes in his wwn household;” ho was to

postpono even tho love of father aud mother, for
that of Him whoin he had never seen, whose hifo and
death he knew only by the report of strangers, and
those coming fromn a country deemed infamous for
superstition, and obliged to” confess that their lives
wero not secure, and their success hut partial, on
that distant scene.  For the Author of the religion

did not pcrsmml!y domaund their homage, and prove ‘

his mission from God; the beliovers were to surren-
der themsolves to the delegates of a Delegate, the

sorvants of & Muster who had not condescended to!
visit with his presenco those from whomhe demand- |secing *the graco of God, that bringeth salvation
ed this extraordinary sacrifice.  'The calt was frem | hath appesced unto all men,' sceing the light and
afar, which thus summoned them to the total uban- | life of the fuly Word which in the beginning was

donment of the world.

that all mea may, if they will, be benefitted expen-
mentally by this ono true religion, *the mamfesta-
tion of the Spisit is given to every man to profic
withal.'  He that rightly profits thereby, and con-
tinuos s0 to do,, will live in the exercise of the oue
truo faith, will witness the one true Christian bap-
tism. will know and obey the onc hving Lord, will
by the Holy Ghost, in word i.ad deed, achn€wledge
and eall him Lord, and so will bo saved by an over-
lasting salvation, And on the other hand, sceing u
moasure of the Holy Spirit is given to evory mens

with God and was God, hath enlightcued * overy

But in ono respeet it is impossible now to conceive | mmnw that cometh inmo the world; and scoing more-
tho extent to which the Apostles of the erucified Je- | over, Christ Jesus has tasted *death for every man’
sus shocked all the feclings of mankind. The piblic how shall we eseape it if wo noglect and reject so

establishment of Christianity, the adoration of 1ges, | great salvation?

How great must be the condermn-

the reverenco cf nations, has thrown around the cross  nation of overy soul, thus nghly favoured, which yet
of Christ an indelible and ‘ualienable sanctity. No stands out and rejects the strivings of the spirit, the
cffort of the imagination can dissipate the illusion of | teachings of grace, the shimngs and couvictions of

dignity which has gathered round it; it has been so
long dissevered from all its coarse and humiliating
assuciations, that it cannot be cast back and dssecra-
ted into its state of opprobrium and contempt.  To
the mmost daving unboliever among ourselves, itis the
symbol, the absurd and irrational, he may conceive,
but still the ancient and venerable symhoK of a pow-
erful and influential religion. What was it to the
Jew and to the Heathen? The basest, the wost de-
grading punisinment to tho lowest criminal! It was
to themn what the most despicable and rovoling in-
strument of public exccution is to us. Yt to the
cross of Clirist men turned from deities it which
wore embodied every attribute of strength, power,
and dignity; in an mcredibly short space of time
multitudes gave up the splendour, the pride, and the

ower of Payanism, to adore a2 Being who vas thus
{:umiliated 1 th the t of mankind ; who
hac become, according to the literal transhtion of
the propheey, *a very scorn of men, and an outcast
of the people.”

1 know not bow to conclude, but in the words of
Origen: *If we must give a probable reaten for
tho first establishment of Christianity, we mut say,
it is incredible that tho Apostles, ignerant aod un-
loarned men, should have trusted in any means of
proaching Christianity, except THE MIRACULOUS
POWERS CONFERRED UPoN THEM and the GrACE or
Gop which avouched their doctrino: or that their
hearers should have abundoned the ancient rites of
their forefathers, and have been coaverted to tenets
so strange and opposite to those in which they had
been educated, unless moved by some miracalous
power, and by pretornatural wonders.’—Milnan’s
Bampten Lect ures.

—o—
Extract from the Journal of Job Scott.®

I am renewedly confivmed in a sentiment [ have
long been settled in: which is, that there never was,
and never will be, but ono truc religion in the world ;
to wit, ¢ Thework of the Spirit of God in the souls
of mankind ;* that some of all denominations have
something of this True Religion, even though some
of them, through the prejudice of edueation, may
disallow 1t in profession: and that no mun has any
real religion but what he comes to the knowledge
and expericnee of, through the influences of this Holy
Spirit.  Tlisatis that hegias and carries on the
work; this 1t 1s that, by its own divine influenre,
operating in the minds of mankind, roveals Christ
in them, * tho hope of glory ;* or so operates from
timo to time, on reading the Scriptures, or other zond
books, on hearmg the zospel preached, on meditating
on the works of Creation and Providence, on God's
Jjudgments in the carth, or his dealings with them-
selves, as indwnadualsy or whatever other occasion,
circumisiance or thing, is ever made a means of con-
viction or conversion; the Holy Spirit so operates,
I say, in all these cases, as to produce the happy
offect : and without the inward operation therof, all
these opportun.ties and things would be uttetly in
vain, as to salvation, aud never able to produce the
least degree of true rehigion or sanctification in the
soul. So that, though there are many opinicns,
many erecds, professions and decominations, and
some truly rehigions persons in them all ; yet thero is
and can be but one true religion; all truo religion is
of one kind; all springs from ano source. And,

blessed and adored for over be the Lord, in order

|

the Divine Light! Now. this Light, Grace, and Sp-
rit of God, is all ene under different appellations. It
1s called Spirit, because it is quick, hvely, and oper-
ative; and quickens the soul to a sensibility of ita
state and condition: it is called Grace, because 1t 1s
the free ummnerited gift of God; #nd itis called Ligh,

because it makes manifest; as, whatsoever doth
mako manifest is Light,’ says the Scriptures.  And

as this Grace or Light is attended to, it will bring the
soul into a state of grace and favour with God.—
Wall, therefore, might the Apostle with holy revor-
ence, break forth in these expressions, *L'hanks be
unto God for his unspeakable gift!*  And all who
obey the light, will be brought out of darkuess into
his marvellous Light; fur though the hearts of fallen
men are grossly dark cd, yet the light shineth in
their dark hearts ; an. though the darkness comnpre-
hendeth it not, ifit is taken heed uvuto, it will shine
more and more unto the perfect day; even until the
wholo body be full of light. But those who rebel
against the Light, will grow darker, until they know
uot the way thereof, nor understand the paths there-
of ; and become vain in their imaginations, and thew
foolish hearts will become darkened ; having loved
darkneq; rather thau light, becauss therr deeds wero
evil,

LITERATURE.

ON STYLE.

Itis not casy to give a precise idea of what is
meaat by Style. The best definition I can give of
it is, the peculiar manner in which a man expresses
his conceptions, by means of Language. It is dif-
ferent from mere Languago or words.  The words,
which an author employs, may be proper and fault-
less; and his Style may, nevertheless, have great
faults ; it may be dry, or stiff, or feehle, or affected.
Style has always some roferesce to an author’s
manuger_ of thinking. It is a piciuro of the ideas
which rise in his mnd, and of the manner in which
they rise there; and hence, whe:t we are examining
an author’s composition, it is, in maoy cases, ex-
tremely difficult to separate the Style ftom the sen-
timent. No wonder these two should be so inu-
mately counccted, as sl?lo is nothing else, than that
sort of expression which our thoughts most readily
assmipe.  Hence, difierent countries have been notod
for peculiarities of Style, suited to their different
temper and genius.  The eastern nations animated
their Style with the most strong and hyperbolical
fizures. The Athenians, a polished and acute peo-
ple, formed a Style, accurate, clear, and neat.  The
Asiatics, gay and looso in their manners, afiected n
Style florid and diffuse. The like sort of charac-
teristical differences are cammonly remarked in the
Style of the French, the English and the Spaniards.
Ingiving tho general characters of Style, 1t 1s usual
to talk of &’ ncrvous, a feeble, or a spirited Style ;
which are plainly the characters of a writer’s man-
ner of thinking, as well as of expressing himself ;
so difficult it is to soparate these two Lﬁings frow
ane another.  Of the general characters of Style, 1
am afterwards to discourse, butit will be necessary
to begin with examiniag the more simple qualitics
of it; from the assemblage of which its moro com-
plox denominations, in a great measurc* result.,

* Job Scott, was one of the Socicty of Fricnds, or Qua-~

kers.



