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more about Tommny uintil iny retuiru. 'I lhad no fitith. in Mis promises,
but 1 knewv that 1 had left hlim in safc bauds. For the next three days
1 canvasscd and stuniped, leaving pleasaut reniiniscenccs behiud nie of
attentions paid to the numnerous babies, promising predictions concei*n-
ing thecir intellectual. devolopments and future advancemient, together
witli a miild but subdued flavour of' rum punch. WVhen 1 returned to
Marshboro' I fotind tlie whole male and feu-mie population in a. state of
the Nvildest exciiement about Tommny. A catastrophe had occurred in
my absence, and after sifting tlic testimiony of several witnesscs, 1
;vas at ist cnabled to elicit the flollowing fîtets :-Ou the eventful
night thiat I left lmi, Tommiy iwas conducted to bis chamber dccidedly
&influcnced " and quite inicapable of pronouincing intelli -gibly flic words

Ci British Constitution," lie siept hecavily ; but beilngIl full of tossings
to and fro," bis legs at lcngthi p-ojicctcd eonsidcrably over the bot'ora
of thec bcd. An anicicut rooster Iliat had beeni long iii the habit of
passimg the iiight under the bcd lu wviuell 'l'omrny slept, seeiug his
naked extremnities in snch a position, wats strwek witi flie thouigbt that
here was a most coifortable percli provided for im, lu a mi-anner
a1most provîdential. Accordingly flic 01(1 cock planted himself on
Tommy 's projccting legs and thoughit lie nover before cnjoycd sncl Ca
warni commiodions roost. Ail wvcnt wcl. until dawn, Nvhcn accordin-~
to eustom. tho roostci' flappcd bis wvings and crowcd lustily. Tomimy
awokc. ln the dimi light of early moming, bis brairi stili miuddlcd, the
siglit that met bis eycs almnost froze bis biood %vith terror, there on bis
Shin-bone stood a linge bird of black plumage, faàr more awful than
Poe's ru-von Ilperchcd uipon a l)ust of l3alLas just above bis chamber
door." It seemed to bo per-fetly at home ; Ilits fier-ý cycs now burned
into bis bosom's core." Lt filcd the littie room, as Tommy thouglit,
with wild diabolie shirieks. Ail bis past sins flashcd upon lhi. The
foui fenid lie concludcd hadi comie to takec liim into custodty. Ia a
moment lic bounded fromn the bed-thc rooster's soreams redoubled
wv1ien bis pech ivas with-d1rawn-with a swiftnc-s inspired by terror,
Tommiy rusbcd from- the room-" anywhcrc, anywherc" frorn that
hiatnted chaniber-and dashed into tlie first door lio su-w before hlm
on flic Iaudingl.-Alas ! fo-.- poor Tommny!-This chu-uccd to be the
bed-roomi of the servant nitid, at the sight of the intruder in bis robe
de chambre, fillcd the bouse with her sereams. Master a-nd m-istress
wer-c arousedi by tlie disturbanco, a-nd Tommiy iras dctcctcd under the
most suspicious cireumstances. In vain did hoe protest and oxplain.
Thli circumstantiai evidence against hlm was too strong, and Tommy
was not merely suspced; lu flhe minds of ail the Marshiburgers who
heard the story, lie was absolutely convicteti of entcrtaing the most
nefarious designs. Tflic story, as yoti May suppose, soon got abroad,
the servant niaid, oldest and uglicst of lier sex, iras conuected îvith
baif the lcadimg families lu tlie District, and tie result of Tommy'g.
escapade witli tho roostwr, iras that lie liad a narrowv escape of coin-
ing to au uiitimeiy end lu fiftecn futhomns of cold water, andi being
wlbat the elegu-ut Mantilini calicd Il . damp noisomec body," or cisc of
bcbg, i mprisoned under a crlîiinial charge lu mny worthy friend the


