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Picrou i3 agriculturally in a healthy
condition. The County Lixhibition of
last Iall was very successful, and the
Drize List is reported at length in another
part of this number. That Lxhibition
was tho result of the combined efforts of
the Societies in the county, which is the
right way ol managing Connty Exhibitions,

On the 23th Januavy, the Pictou Agri-
cultural Socicty held, in the Cowrt House,
the first of a series of Meetings for the
discussion of Agrienltural subjects. Thero
wero present about fifty of tho leading
farmers of the distriet, some from a con-
siderabio distance.  The meeting was pre-
sided over by David Matheson, Esqy., the
President of the Society, and was ad-
dressed by Mr. Donald Fraser of Acadin
Favm, and several other experienced agri-
culturists. Most of the time was occupied
by Prof. Lawson, Scerctary of tho Board
of Agriculture, who addressed the meet-
ing on several points in scientitic agricul-
ture as bearing upon the present methods
of Nova Scotiun farming, He did not
advocate thorough draining and high cul-
tivation to stact with ; the first thing was
to find out the leaks in bad cultivation,
waste of manure, and waste of feed, and
to stop them. “Theu more rapid progress
could be made, for farming would become
more and. more profitable. By our presens
want of system it is impossible that it can
Bie.  The remarkable fact was brought out
by several speakers that of late years theve
had been a great depreciation in the
assessed value of farms in Pictou Couuty.
Ono gentleman instanced a similay depre-
ciation in the fertile districts of Cumber-
land, and the Sackville marshes, where
thousands of tons of hay were annually
sold off the farms, and nothing returned
to the soil to keep up its fertility. In
Ontario, the wheat lands are giving out
from the same cause, and in Mass~chu-
setts farms aro yearly passing into bush
land. Facts Yike these, which touch not
only the material welfare, bub the very
existence, of our people, should be investi-
goted by our statesmen as pointing to the
greatest problem in poutical cconomy that
remains to be solved on this continent.

CorcuesTER is a noble county, and
Colchester is ambitions. With her im-
mense accession of thorough-bred Stock
within the last few years, and the Pro-
vincial Exhibition at Truro again this
year, and her classic number of seven
active Agricnltural Socicties, not to
speak of the Farmer’s Grange and Clhub
Mectings, one would think that Colches-
ter might be satisfied. Jut it is not so.
On 28th January & Meeting was held at
Great Village, Londonderry, at which
active steps were taken to form another
vigorous ovganization. The following par-
ticulars are taken from Wednesday’s Sun -

At about 1.30 p. m., a goodly number
had assembled in Plymouth Hall. Joseph
Spencer was called to the Chair, and
Luther Spencer appointed Secretary. The
Rov. A. MceLean opened the meeting by
prayer. ‘The Chairman then asked Dr
Peppard to state the object of the meet-
ing. 1o said that some wecks ago the
“Great Village Mutual Ilmprovement
Society ” had mooted the matter, and he,
with others, had been appointed u com-
mitteo to call the meeting. Ho thought
the time had come when Loundowderry
should have its Agricultural Society, and
he belivved that if one was stated it
would lwve'the sympathy and support of
the whole community. A short pro-
gramme  hnd been arranged ; the Dr.
introduced Colonel Blair of Onslow and
I. Longworth, Isq., of Truro.

Mr., Longworth read a decidedly inter-
esting sketch of the life of the late Judge
Robie, which was listened to with much
interest, and during the reading ot which,
as anticiputed, the meeting had become
Lugely augmented in munbers, and by
the time the paper was finished there wero
upwards of sixty persons in the room,
many of thom farmers from quite a dis-
tance,

Colonel Blair, spoke with his usual
vigorand was listened to attentively. lle
had come with pleasure on the invitation
of the Committee, to assist at the forma-
tion of an Agricultural Sosiety. 1o had
been introduced to them as a suceessful
Agriculburist, but he felt that he came
far short of that honorable distinction.
Ho was, however, always willing to do
what he could in the interests of Agricul-
ture. e was not much acquainted with
the district of Londonderry, ils agricul-
tural capabilities, ete., but had heard that
the first Agricultural Society in  the
County had its headquarters at Great
Village. 'We had to deal with the pre-
sent, and the first g .estion to be con-
sidered was one of importance: Is the
formation of an Agricultural Society ne-
cessary ? This question might be answered
by asking others: Is the state of Agri-
culbure in this distriet just what it should
be? Were there any farms run out, im-
poverished? Had they the right kind of
stock, ete.? He believed that these mat-
ters were not all as they should be, and
he therefore presumed that a Saciety was
necessary.  Why is it that some localities
flourish while others languish? He weuld
ondeavor to answer this question by a
story he had heard of ono of our carly
sea captains, who always, and under all
circumstonces, made quick passages across
the Atlantic, and, when one of his cora-
petitors, determined on finding out the
seeret of his success, crossed with him,
he found this successful ship-master ever
at his post, studying the weather, winds,
tides and currents, taking advantage of

evory citrcumstance that would any way
tend to walt his vessel towards the de-
sired haven. In like manner, we, if wo
desire to become successful faymers, muss
study the pursuit in every patticular, and
take advantago of overy circumstanco that
will make us proficient in our calling.
Somwe favmers understood their business
and worked intelligontly, while others did
not, and he was sorry to think that the
latter class was by far the most numerous,
Farmers as a class were not as well edu-
cated as they should be, and one grand
means of obtainsng information peculiar
to their calling, was through Agricultuml
Sociceties or other Associntions. Other
classes had theiv Associations and Im-
provement Sucieties, and if theve was one
class more than another that needed them
it was farmers,  We now had opportuni-
ties to bo educated, thanks to the men
who gave us our fiee schools, which our
fathers knew not of, and he was pround
to know that every young farmer in the
county could now get a good common
school education. But the time had now
fully come when farmers mnust aim higher,
when they needed such information ag
was only imparted through Agricultural
Colleges, and as thers was only one in
the Dominion, he did not see how we
could get on much longer without one.
The mnature of our soils needed to be
thoroughly and well understood by those
called on to work them. They could not
be robbed with impunity ; what we take
from tho soil in one way we must return
te it in another. DBut if we go on from
year to year impoverishing our lands, wo
may nob only expect short crops, bub
grans attacked by weevil, rust and other
cvils, simply because the soil is not vigor-
ous enough to give the crops the energy
necessary to withstand the ravages of
such pests. As with grains, so with po-
tatoes and other root crops. He referred
to the mavvellous strides which this
County had made during the last few
years, and spoke of the interest taken in
Ixhibitions, and he was right glad to
know that this Xuge and important see-
tion of our fine country was about to take
a step in the right direction. Mr. Long-
worth, he said conld tell them how to
form a Society, and would give them the
law on the subject. X. Longworth] Esq.,
on again taking tho stand, made a good
speech ; he very clearly cexplained the
modus operandi by which a good Society
could be started and kept alive.

Dr. Peppard moved, seconded by L.
C. Layton, « that this meeting considers
it advisable to form an Agricultural So-
ciety, and that a paper for signature be
at once opened.” Squires McKim, Fore-
man, Dill, and Fountain, together with
Allan R. Ilemming, Messrs. Yuill, Mec-
Lellan, and Peppard, spoke to the reso-
Iution which passed unaunimously.



