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grasses, as orchard grass and timothy,
should be cut earlier than softer sorts.”

All who have had' experience with
wellecured, early-cut hay, testify to its
superior valwe.  The cows give more
millk when fed on it, the young stock
grow wore vapidly, aud the fat eattle re-
quire fewer turnips, and a sualler allow-
ance of oil-cake. We are persuaded that
many famers commit a grand wmistake in
deferring their hiuy-making too long. Not
ounly better Iiay, but more of it, may be
obtained by early cutting. By not allow-
ing the gmass plants to mature their seed,
the sward retains a Jarger share of its
vitaddity. Maturing sced is an exhausting
process, and when this is avoided, the
sward, if the weather be favorable, and
the land in good condition, will soon send
up 2 fresh growth, from which a second
cutting may be had late in the season.
Especially is it needful for those to begin
mowing carly who have to depend on the
now old-faishioned scythe.  Failing to
commeunce until the grass is mature, they
are unable to get throngli wntil sowne of
the crop is dead ripe, and then the hay is
Tittle better than straw,

EXPENSE OF MARING NAY.

On this subject we find the following
remarks in the Country Gentleman :—

“When meadows were cut by scythes,
and raked by hand-rakes, the cost of se-
curing  a, crop was computed to be one-
half its value. Now, Uy the use of mow-
ing machines, horsc-rakes, horse-forks,
&c., it need not be one-fourth, as the
following estimate for cutting fifty acres
will show :

Interest on 8100, cost of Mowing Machine  §7.00
Wear and tear, annually, say ... ... 3.00
Team and man, 8 days, 6 acres a day (8 low

a3 1141 10.3 T .. 20,00
Cost of cutting 50 acres....... [ £3000
Eaking, hone and wan, 20 acres a day. ... 5.00
Bisawing, if 2 tons per acre, 2 ntnt and 1

temmn; with horse-fork, S tons daily, §3 per

day, 12 days. ... N . 36
Contingencics, rain, Lc,81y....oceovuvees 700

Cost of securing 100 tons. .c.eeveeenvenn .. $7800
Or, 78 cents per ton. Tt will be observed
however, that the team of the farmer
stands idle much of the time in harvest,
and that the actual cost, as compared with
the old way, would therefore be really
less.”
THE 1IAY SWEEP.

This is alabor-saving itnplement which
any farmer may construct for himself, and
although but little known, it is capable,
under favourable circamstances, of greatly
Tightening the toil of hay-making. Where
the hay is stacked in the fields, or put in
a -barn close to -the meadow, the hay-
sweep may be used to great advantage.
I is estimated that used in connection
sith the horyfork, two or thrée men and
« couple of boys, with the hielp of three
horses, can draw and stow away thirly
tons per day with ease.

We extract the following description
of this implement from Zucker's Annual
Reqgister :—

“It is essentinlly n large, stont, coarse
rake, with teeth projecting both ways,
like those of a common revolver; -a horse
is attached to each end, and a hoy rvides
each horse. A horse passes along each
side of the winrvow, und they ‘thus drag
this rake after them, scooping up the hay
us they go.  When 300 pounds or so are
collected, they draw it at once to the
stack or barn, and the horses turning
about at cach end, causing the gates to
make half a cirele, draw the teeth back-
wards from the heap of hay, and go cmpty
for another load—the teeth on the oppo-
site sides heing thus used alternutely. Lo
pitch easily, the back of each load must
be left so as to e pitched first.

“ In'using this machine, not & moment
is lost in Jowding or umloading. No per-
son ‘s needed in attendance, except the
two small boys that ride the horses. I
the horses walk three miles an hour, and
travel a quarter of a mile for each load,
they will draw 12 loads, or three tons an
hour, or 30 tons in 10 hours, leaving-the
men wholly occupied in raising the hay
from the ground when deposited, by
means of another horse with the pitchfork.

“Jt will be obvious that this rapid
mode of securing hay will enable the
farmer to clude showers and storms, which
might otherwise prove a great damage.”

IAY CAYS.

These are laughed at by many as part
and parcel of au effeminate parlour style
of farming. but subjected to the test of
experience, they commend themselves ns
well worthy of adoption by all judicious
enterprising tillers of the soil.  Some are
incredulors about themn and think they
will get wet thiongh like the cotton shirt
on a labourer’s back. On the contrary,
they will shed rainlike a cotton nnbrella,
or like the covering of a tent. It is said
by those who have tried this expedicnt,
that coars¢ clover will remain safe through
a week’s rain with such protection. And
while preventing rain from coming in,
cotton caps will permit the steam from
the hay to go out. Mr. Emerson, an ex-
perienced New Hampshire farmer, says
he has used hay-caps for upwards of
fiftcen years, and recommends them to all
kis friends and neighbours. In reference
to the time consumed by putting them on
—an objection urged by many,he says they
save time, inasmuch- as they render less
particularity ncedful in trimming and
shaping the cocks. And while he has
often had uneapped cocks tipped over, or
the tops blown off by gusts of wind, he
never bad such accidents oceur when they
were properly capped.  Another relinble
American agriculturist, writing to the
New England’ Farmer, says, “ Hay caps
do pay,aed no mistake, tird on the whole,

a farmer of moderate means who cut®
much coarse hay cannotaflord to be with~
out some thirty or forty of them.” For
the guidance of such as are disposed to
give hay-caps a trial, we copy the follow-
ing directions from the Country Gentle-
man :—*Take four yards of yard-wide
cotton sheeting; sew it together so as to
make two yards square; hem the rough
cdges; turn up cach corner two or three
inches and sew it strongly ; tie in a ghort
strong twine to form a loop, and you
have a hay-cap ready for use.  Four
sharp wooden pins of hard wood, half au
inch in diameter, cighteen inches long, to
be thrust upwards into the huy, at the
bottom of the cock, complete the prepa-
ration.”
HOW TO SHARPEN A SCYTHE.

“Mower* writes to the dmerican Agri-
culturist :~<To properly grind and whet
a scythe, requires a little practical skill,
in the attainment of which the beginner
may be assisted by a few hints. The
entting edge of a scythe or a similar
iustrument, when examined by a micro-
scope, shows numerous fine projecting
points or a series of minute wedges whick
arc to be driven into the substance opera-
ted on, to separate the adjoining parts.
In order thut they may euter the more
readily, these points shonld incline.in the
direction of the stroke-given with the
blade of the instrument.  In cutting with
the scythe, the edge strikes the grass at
an angle of aboeut forty-five degrecs, and
hence the grinding should be done so as
to have the points set in that direction to
the blade. ‘T'his is doue by keeping the
blade firmly upon the stone, with the
point drawn toward the body of the hold-
er, at the above mentioned angle with the
edge of the stone. Couimence to grind
at the heel and wove it steadily along as
the work progrésses, until the. point is
reached, then grind the othier side in the
same manner. Never rub the scythe back
and forth upon the -stonc:as though cn-
deavoring to whet it.  The revolution of
the stone will wear away the steel much
better than rubbing it in this manper, by
which -the edge is likely to be made
rounded, aud to be set irregularly. Itis
preferable to hold the scythe so-that the
stone will revolve towards the edge. In
this way the holdér-can sce when the
edge is reached, and the particles. ground
off are carried away clean. In the oppo-
site racthod. of grinding ther is danger of
making a “feather™ edge which will readi-
1y crumble off, and leave thoscythe almost
or quite as dull as before. The blade
should be ground equally on hoth sides.
In whetting the scythe, Jay the rifle or
whet-stone ilat against the side of the
blade, and givea light quick stroke down-
ward and forward in the direction of.the

-edge, so that the seratches it makes shall

keep the points set in the same direction
as was given them by grinding. By fol-



